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ceedings of the Committee on the State of the Nation, 
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Recommendation of an Union of Parties, and Mr. Cehe's 
Motion for carrying certain Reſolutions up to the Throne. 
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DEBATES 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
a So 5 Tueſday, January 20, 1784. 
suvceline. 


Y Pur oder of the Day being read; for taking - 
4 into conſideration the firſt report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into tlie frauds prac- 
| tiled againlt the revenue, 
i Mr. Eden ſaid, that if he could be induced to Mr. Eden. 
B80 oive any degree of credit to the rumour of a diſ- 
= Afſolation, which had for fome weeks agitated the 
= kingdom, and continued even at that hour to be 
matter of ſerious ſpeculation among many men, 
he certainly Thould think it his duty to urge the 
Houle to proceed inſtantly to examine the report 
of the Select Committee, of which he had the 


honour 
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1 ] = 
honour to be Chairman, and to come to ſome 
immediate reſolutions upon thofe practices of force 
and fraud, which were now preying upon the 
very vitals of the public revenue, and were tend- 
ing faſt to deſtroy the public credit of this king- 


dom: — But as he could not bring his mind to ba- 
lieve that the preſent Miniſters were either ſo weak 


or ſo wicked, as to throw this country into a ge- 
neral convulſion and diſtreſs, under the extreme 


_ uncertainty of the conſequences as to themſelves, 


in the exiſtence of Parliament; he would there- 


and under the probability of ſacrificing irrevo- 


cably the whole Eaſt India poſſeffions, and many 
nearer intereſts of the kingdom ; he felt a ſecurity 


fore wait for a day of calm recolleQion and dif. 


Order of the Day to Tueſday the gd of February. 


cuſſion, and with that view move to adjourn the 


This was accordingly conſented to by the Houſe. 


Mr. Rolle. 


2 . . == &P 


Mr. Rolle roſe to declare, that in the preſent 


unſettled ſtate of affairs he did not think it right 
to make the motion, of which he had given no- 
tice on Friday laſt, not wiſhing to do any thing 
that ſhould claſh with the more important Order 
of the Day, and eſpecially pending certain nego- 
ciations for Union, which, report faid, were now 


going 
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going forward, and which he heartily wiſhed | 
might be brought to a ſpeedy concluſion *. 


COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE Nation, 


Mr. * ol 6550 after he came in, and moved » Mr. For, 


that the Order of the Day be read. 
It being read accordingly, 


Mr. Fox laid, he ſhould move to diſcharge it 3 Mr. Fox: 
and then move that the Houle reſolve itſelf into 
a Committee on the State of the Nation next 


Monday. The reaſons which induced him to 
make theſe motions, he Jaid, it might not be ne- 


ceſſary for him to ſlate then; at leaſt, not ſo ne- 


duced him to make them; and firſt, he did not 
move now to diſcharge the Order of the Day, 


for a reaſon which he underſtood had been urged 


that day, and in his mind very indecently urged 


for putting off another buſineſs, viz. on account 


of certain negociations for Union then {aid to be 
going on. Of ſuch negociations he knew not ; 
if there were any, they had not reached him, 
and if they had been in exiſtence, he ſhould have : 


v The motion Mr. Rolle here alludes to, was reſpecting 
the conduct of Mr. Burke, in employing two officers, Mr. 
Powell and Mr. Bembriage, in the department of the . 
maſter, after they had been charged with fraud, 


3 thought 
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| 

= thought it highly indecent to have ſtated them to 

| | that Houſe, as a ground of poltponement for 

| | any one buineſs whatever. The realon why he 
| 1 had moved to diſcharge. the Order of the Day, 
1 was, that nothing of a great and important na- 
ture ſhould be done ſuddenly or precipitately ; 
| that his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, who choſe to 
| ſtand in the new and extraordinary ſituation of 
J 


continuing in office contrary to the declared ſenſe 
and opinion of that Houle, thould have time to 
conſider whether it became them to perſevere in 
8 | ſuch conduct. It might probably be expected, 
| that the reſolutions already come to by that 


- 4; 3 


. 4 - * 


Houſe, and particularly the reſolution come to 
on Friday laſt, would be followed up with ſome- 0 
thing that ſhould make that reſolution effectual, t | 
and render it impoſſible for his Majeſty's preſent : 
Miniſters to hold their ſituations. Undoubtedly 
ſomething muſt be done upon it, if Miniſters 
{hould perſiſt to remain in office in defiance of the 
Opinion of that Houle, but he wiſhed to avert 
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the conſequences that muſt neceſſarily follow; ; 
conſequences which he dared not even mention, f 
Let it reſt on the heads of his Majeſty's preſent 
 Minilters, if thoſe. conſequences weie forced on- 


wards! Be it their blame, if that Houſe were . 
at laſt obliged to go farther, and to ſpeak more | 
plainly, what he thought they had ſpoken ſuf- 
kciently plain already! It was his defire to act 


moderately, 


1 


moderately, and not by an ill- timed violence to 


add to the miſchiefs and diſgrace already entailed 
on the country. He wiſhed the fea, which 


girt and bound in the ifland, might confine 


the national ſhame, and prevent foreign powers 


from ſeeing the condition in which they ſtood at 
that moment. Let thoſe who had cauſed a breach 
between two branches of the Legiſlature, anſwer 
for the conlequences if matters were puſhed fur- 
ther. At the ſame time that he faid this, he 


begged to have it fully underftood, that no man 
was a greater friend to union than he was. He 
had no perſonal objection to any man, nor a wiſh 
to throw impediments in the way of union. 
That, however, was not the matter in queſtion 


then; it was not upon th:t or any other grounds 


that the Houſe would loſe fight of the principle 
on which they had come to the Refolutions that 
had lately paſſed. Tt was on the principle of pre- 
ſerving the Conſtitution, that the Houſe had taken” 
the alarm, and proceeded as they had done. | 
And he truſted they would not loſe light of their 


purpoſe, but would ſteadily perſiſt, though not 


with unneceſſary haſte or precipitancy; on the 


contrary, that they would give Miniſters every 


opportunity of conſideration, in order to enable 
them to decide how they ought to act. For this 
reaſon he ſhould move to diſcharge the Order of 


the Day, and to move that the Houſe be put into 
2 Committee 
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1 
a Committee on the State of the Nation next 
Monday. Mr. Fox, before he fat down, took no- 


| tice that the India Bill was to come under diſ- 


cuſſion next Friday: the preſent Miniſters had 
unaccountably choſen that a Bill, of ſo much im- 


portance, ſhould be diſcuſſed, under the prelent 


new ſituation of affairs, and had defired that it 
might be conſidered as the teſt of their claim to 


ſupport! This was by no means a true character 
of the Bill, which ought to be conſidered ab- 
ſtractedly, and upon its own claims to ſupport 


alone. How far other conſiderations could be 


prevented from mixing with that of the Bill, 


brought forward as it was, he would leave the 
Houſe to gueſs ; but he would promiſe for him“ 
ſelf, as far as he poſſibly could, he would con- 


fine his arguments to the Bill, ſingly, and free 


from any other topic. ; 
The Speaker told Mr. Fox, that the rule of 


| proceeding was, not to diſcharge the order, but 


to make a new order for Monday. 
Mr. Rolle roſe to explain what be had before 
ſaid, ſince Mr. Fox had thought proper to refer 
to it; he repeated his wiſh, that a negociation for 
a union might go on; declaring that if ſuch a ne- 


gociation was not going on, he hoped it would 
take place, and the country be no longer torn to 
pieces, and all buſineſs at a ſtand through the vio- 


lent 


- 


* 
lent contentions that the Houſe had lately wit- 
„ l Os — 9 
A r. Drake expreſſed his CatisfaQtion at the mo- Mr. Drake, : | 


d tion, and returned his thanks to the Right Ho- 
15 nourable Gentleman for having deferred the Com- A 
1 mittee. Mr. Drake hoped that ſuch a motion i 
it would be attended with good conſequences, and  _ Y 
that the temper of the Houſe would return. ER | 
He augured well of the ſuſpenfion of hoſtilities 5 . ö 
. now proclaimed, and declared his wiſhes, that it ] 
= might end in a general pacification. He ſhould 1 | 
be glad to ſee an union effected, and the great „ 2 
© abilities of men of all parties brought into co- 
operation for the benefit of the country, Mr. 
: Drake, before he ſat down, deſired to return his 
thanks to the Right Honourable Gentleman at the 
. head of the Treaſury, for his late moſt noble, 
virtuous, generous, and unexampled benefattion 
to the public. 
| Mr. Groſvenor roſe to ſay a fow words to the wr. Gror- 
ſame effect. He thanked the Right Honourable © 
3 Gentleman for his preſent motion, and ſaid, he | * 
hoped a general Coalition would take place, and | 


> that the two Right Hon. Gentlemen, whole great 
> abilities were univerſally acknowledged, might be 
brought to act together, and thus the country 

would be reſtored to peace and quiet. Mr. Groſ- 

venor complimented Mr. Pitt on his noble diſin- 
2 tereſtednels | in regard to the 1 of the Pells 
MH lately 


LA. Fred. 
Campbell. 
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lately giv enaway, and after repeating his wiſhes 
to ſee an union of parties take place, ſaid, he 
ſhould be glad if ſome of the country gentlemen 


would riſe and ſupport him, by recommending 


ſuch a meaſure; a ſhort ſpeech from them would 
have infinitely more weight than long ſpeeches 
from perſons of another deſcription ; he was ex- 
tremely anxious to ſee the breaches between parties 


cordially healed ; he was ſure it was the only poſ- 


fible means of ſalvation, and if he had ſaid any 


thing that could conduce to ſo ſalutary a purpoſe, 
he ſhould think the twenty-nine years that he had 
fat in Parliament profitable, and rejoice at having 


been able once in his life to have ſpoken 1 in that 


_ Houſe with effect for the ſervice of his country. 


Lord Frederick Campbell declared, that he held 
himſelf highly obliged to the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man for having made a motion to defer the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Nation till M onday ; * 
at the ſame time he could not but wiſh he had de- 


| ferred it fill longer. He was by no means for 


having that Committee meet no more, but he 
40040 not but look firſt to that which muſt be up- 
permoſt on all men's minds, the Bill for the Re- 


gulation of India; that was a meaſure of very 


great importance, and not to be broke in upon by 


other conſiderations. The Houle were to take 
the Bill into diſcuſſion only on Friday next, why, 
vn would the Right Hon. Gentleman wiſh the 

Committee 
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Committee on the State of the Nation to ſit 


before that Bill had been fully inveſtigated, and 
gone through its various ſtages? The Right 
Honourable Gentleman who brought it in, had 
opened it with great candour, and had called upon 
the Houle to aſſiſt in maturing and improving it. 

The Houſe, therefore, had this important duty 


to perform, and it was morally impoſſible that 
they ſhould be able to diſcharge it in a fingle day. 
His Lordſhip prefled this idea very ſtrongly. He 


ſaid he ſpoke as he felt; he was perfectly inde- 
pendent, and it was indifferent to him who got 


the better of the ſtruggles for power that were | 
now making by two different parties. He had no 
favour to afk of any man, but he wiſhed well to 
his country, and therefo.e he ſhould be happy if 

the union that had been ſo properly recom mended 
could take place. He ſhould be glad to ſee the 


two Right Honourable Gentlemen act together, 


which he thought they might eafily bring about, 


by giving Way each to the other, for the lake of 


mutual convenience and public utility. The India 
Bill that had been brought in by the Kight Ho- 
- Dovourable Gentleman cver the way, he was per- 
ſioaded had been founded in a real deſign and ex- 


pectation to do good, and there was ſomething fa 
manly 1n the fair and oven way in which the 
Right Honourable Gentiriran had come torward 


S : with. 


[ ro f 


with it, that it redounded very much to his credit. 


1 That Bill, however, had been loſt in the other 
| Houſe, and perhaps there were parts of it that 
q cught not to paſs, as they would have been pro- 

| ductive of bad confequences. He was ſorry 
therefore to hear the Right Honourable Gentle- 


man immediately afterwards declare in that Houſe, 
that the very ſame Bill in effect ſhould be intro« 
duced again: He had not perſiſted in that idea, 
but had ſince declared, that ſaving only the 
hence and the 1pirit of it, he was ready to ac- 
commodate, and to give up all the reſt, This 


declaration he had heard with infinite pleaſure. 
| | It poke wiſdom and moderation, and could not 
| but have a good effect. Since time had wrought. 
10 happy an alteration of ſentiments in the Right 


Honourable Gentleman, reſpecting his own Bill, 
perhaps time might better reconcile him to the 
Bill of the preſent Minſter. At any rate, time 
ought to be allowed for diſcuſling it fully and 
fairly, the ſituation of affairs in India was nice 
and critical; we might have to fight in India for 


— — 
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all that was dear and valuable te Great Britain; 
if France got poſſeſſion of our territories there, 
farcwel to our greatneſs at home. The India 
Bill for theſe conſiderations was of infinite im- 

portance; ſome meaſure muſt be adopted with 
reſpect to India without delay, and therefore he 

. roſe 
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3 pone it yet longer. 
his Lordſhip reſumed the ſubject of an union of 


E 1 


roſe to deplore, and to deprecate the motion for 


the Committee on the State of the Nation, ſtand- 
ing for ſo early a day as Monday. Let him in— 


treat the Right Honourable Gentleman to poſt- 


Having urgea this earneſtly, 


parties: he ſaid every body knew his opinion of 


the Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to 


him. With regard to the other Right Honour— 


able Gentleman, at the head of the preſent Miniſ- 


try, he was not uſed to panegyrick, nor did the 
Right Honourable Gentleman ſtand in need of 
his praiſes, His ability and his integrity were 
conſpicuous, and the noble act of diſintereſted- 


neſs which had been alluded to in the courſe of : 


the debare, did him the higheſt honour. 1 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that being ſo particularly called 


Mr. Fox, 


upon as he had been by the noble Lord, he roſe 5 
to ſay a few words in reply. The noble Lord 


ſcemed to think that the India Bill would not be 
decided upon next Friday, That Houſe would 


: certainly act with reſpect to the Bill as they 
thought proper; 


but for himſelf he had no 


ſcruple to ſay, he had made up his mind upon the 
ſubject, and he ſhould hope the Bill would be 
next Friday diſpoſed of. The noble Lord had 
talked of the candour of the manner in which 


the Right Hon. Gentleman had opened his Bill 
3 when 


1 


when he brought it in, and that he had called upon 


that Houſe to alſiſt him in altering and improving 


it. To profeſs extreme candour was not only 
always right when a great meaſure was ſug— 
geſted, but particularly necefſary to recom- 


mend a Bill not mare new in its nature than 


important in its probable effects. Let the 


noble Lord, however, remember the Bill had 


been boaſted to have been grounded on the con- 
ſent of the Company. That conſent he had for- 
merly ſtated to have been a fallacy, no ſuch con- 
ſent having actually or bona fide been obtained. 


But where it had been obtained at all, VIZ from 


thoſe Proprictors who had ballotted in favour 
of the propoſitions, it had been obtained con- 


_ ditionally, Thoſe Proprietors had agreed to 
vvhat? Not to any Bill that the Right Honourable 


Gentleman might chule to propole ; not to any 
Bill modified and altered by a committee of that 
Houle, but to a Bill founied on certain ſpecific 


propolitions, then lubwitted to their confidera- 


tions. Here then was an expreſs compact or bar- 
gain, which muſt be adhered to, or the pretence of 
the conſent of the Eaſt India Company muſt no 
longer be boaſted of. This, added to the general 
weakneſs and impolicy of the Bill, which he would 
endeavour to prove more fully on Friday, made 
him hope and believe that an end would be put 
to the exiſtence of the Bill on that day; but even 


ſhould 


ur 


k 


ſhould not that be the caſe, and ſhould it turn out 


to be the opinion of that Houſe to let the Bill go 
to a Committee, ſtill the moving now that the 
Houſe go into a Committee on the State of the 
Nation on Monday next, would be no bar to 
the proceeding with the Bill, as the Order 
for the Commitment might be hereafter ad- 


journed to a future day. A great deal had 
been ſaid of a defire for union; let Gentlemen 
take care that in their eagerneſs for union they 
were not lead into the error of creating the 
neceſſity for a fallacious union, inſtead of a 
real one. With regard to differing with the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, he declared, he had rather dif- 
fer in that Houſe, before the public, on the 
theatre of the world, with the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman oppoſite to him, than in private, 
or than any where elſe. Public difference of opi- 

nion could do no harm, but an appearance of union 

without real union, might do infinite miſchief. A 
real union was certainly to be deſired, and he had 


no perſonal objections to any man, as he had be- 


fore declared, but an Union could not take : 
place then; that Houſe could not abandon its 
conſiſtency, it could not abandon its honour, it 
could not abandon its rights, it could not abandon 
its regard for the conſtitution, and every thing 
that was dear to Engliſhmen, and fuffer Miniſters 
to remain in office who came in upon the grounds 


of 
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S ſecret influence and ſecret adviſers ! It muſt 
maintain its ground, or the conſtitution was 
damned beyond redempizon ! The queſtion was 
not as ſome Gentlemen had conceived it to 
be, and as the preſent Miniſters would no 
doubt be glad to have it imagined, whether the 
India Bill to be conſidered on Friday was a good 
or a bad Bill, but whether the Conſtitution of 
Great Britain ſhould be preſerved or not? The 
queſtion lay not between the Faſt India Bill and 
the continuance of the preſent Miniſters, but be- 
tween the Conſtitution and ſecret influence! That 
was the queſtion, and the Houſe he was per- 
ſuaded would not be menaced out of it, any more 
than they would conſent to be cajoled out cf it. 
The Right Fon. Gentleman oppoſite to him had 
already endeavoured to cajole that Houſe, and to 
perſuade them that the preſent Adminiſtration 
and lecrct influence had no analogy, but that the 
Faſt India Bill was the teſt by which his Majeſty's 
Preſent Miniſters ought to be tried, and no 

other. This was not the true deſcription of 
the cale, as be truſted he had ſhewn already. 
The preſent Miniſters came in upon ſecret in- 
fuence; it was for that realon the Houſe had 
come to the reſolutions lately paſſed, and for 
no other. This had been exprelled in the re- 
ſolutions themſclves, and unleſs the Right Ho- 
noufable Gentleman could peiluade the Houſe 
| TS 


[15-3 


to reſcind thoſe reſolutions, no argument, no eto 


quence of the Right Honourable Gentleman, nor 


of any other perſon, could change the nature of 


the ſituation in which the preſent Xliniſters flood. 
A ſituation new and extraordinary! A ſitua- 


tion unknown in this country,—he was going to 


lay ſince the Revolution, but he believed, he might 


ſay, even before the Revolution, except in dark 
and ignorant times indeed : If therefore the uniform 
practice of the conſtitution was not departed ſrom, 
if all that our anceſtors had held to be eſſen- 
tial to the preſervation of liberty was not 


abandoned, if precedents alarming and dan- 


gerous were not to be eſtabliſhed, and new 
ideas of a nature directly the reverſe of every 


notion of the Conſtitution that had hitherto. pre- 
vailed, were not to be recurred to and adopted, | 


his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters mult be remove@, 
and before an Union was talked of, they muſt put 


| themſelves upon an equality with thoſe who were 


to treat of that Union and Conciliation. In form- 
ing an Union, much as fuch an object was to be 
deſired, care mult be taken that it was a real Union, 
and not a fallacious one—an Union founded in 
lincerity, in a chearful co-operation for the ſervice 
of the country, in an agreement upon principle ! 

An Union bailt on any other baſis, was an Union 

0 deluſion and danger. He had been in two cabi- 


nets, ana he well knew the difference. In one he 
| bad leen diſcordant councils, and their natural 


conſequence, 
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conſequence, indeciſive meaſures In the other, 


cordiality of ſentiment, union of opinion, and 
firmneſs of execution. The noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, had talked of the ſtruggles of party, and ſtrug- 
gles for perſonal power. In the preſent conteſt, 


he felt nothing on his part like a party, or a per- 
ſonal ſtruggle ſor power. The object was much 


greater than either: it was what he had deſcribed 
already, a ſtruggle for the Conſtitution ; a ſtruggle 
againſt Secret Influence! In that ſtruggle the 


majority of the Houſe had felt it their duty to 
exert themſelves with ſucceſs. But whatever might 
be the motive imputed to him for his conduct, how- 
ever he might be charged as being influenced by 


ambition, and therefore as ſtruggling for power, 
let not a ſtruggle for party or perſonal power he 
charged on the noble Lord then abſent. His 


noble friend, every body knew, was not influ- 
enced by any ſuch motive. His declarations in 


that Houle had ſufficiently ſhewn the contrary. 
He had acted in the buſineſs on principles far 
different ; all his life had ſhewn, that he was ne- 
ver ſo fond of perſonal power, as to think the 
preſervation of it worth a ſtruggle; let his con- 
duct be remembered, when that Houſe were 
brought to entertain reſolutions, though not 


to vote them, expreſſive of their loſs of confi- 


dence in his noble friend's Adminiſtration. Had 
his noble friend then thought the preſervation of 


perſonal power worth ltrugglüng for ? Every body 
| knew 
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knew the contrary. Even when his noble friend 
had been moſt blamed, he had not done it. Mr. 
Fox took notice of its having been formerly 
charged againſt the noble Lord that he had been 
the agent of Secret Influence, and obſerved, that 
_ ſome perſons were abſurd enough to fuppole him 
a friend to that Influence now. Thoſe who held 
this doctrine talked ſtrange nonſenſe. What was 


it that made the noble Lord the obje of the 


| hoſtility of the Secret Adviſers of the Crown, but 


his refuſing to run all lengths to ſupport their mea- 
ſures? When the noble lord refuſed to carry on 


the American War againſt the declared ſenſe of 


that Houſe, the Secret Adviſers of the Crown 


began to conſider the noble Lord as an enemy, 


and when he refuſed to make the ſtruggle, the 
preſent Miniſters had been daring enough to make, 
though under circumſtances that would have b=t- 
ter palliated fuch conduct, they abandoned the 
noble Lord, and had been hoſtile to him from 


that hour to the preſent. Having put this very 
forcibly, Mr. Fox ſaid, thus much he had thought 
it neceſſary to ſay in defence of his noble friend 


in his abſence. As to any other charge, his noble 
friend when preſent would, he doubted not, be 
ready and able to defend himſelf; but he ſhould 
on his part contend, that the preſent conteſt was 
by no means a ſtruggle for power; were that the 


cafe, it would be eafily decided. Mr. Fox reca- 
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confequence, indeciſive meaſures In the other, 
cordiality of ſentiment, union of opinion, and 
firmneſs of execution. The noble Lord who ſpoke 


laſt, had talked of the ſtruggles of party, and ſtrug- 


gles for perſonal power. In the preſent conteſt, 


he felt nothing on his part like a party, or a per- 


ſonal ſtruggle ſor power. The object was much 
oreater than either : it was what he had deſcribed 
already, a ſtruggle for the Conſtitution ; a ſtruggle 


againſt Secret Influence! In that ſtruggle the 


majority of the Houſe had felt it their duty to 
exert themſelves with ſucceſs. But whatever might 


be the motive imputed to him for his conduct, how- 


ever he might be charged as being influenced by 


ambition, and therefore as ſtruggling for power, 


let not a ſtruggle for party or perfonal power he 
charged on the noble Lord then abſent. His 


noble friend, every body knew, was not influ- 


enced by any ſuch motive. His declarations i in 
that Houle had ſufficientiy ſhewn the contrary. 
He had aied: in the buſineſs on principles far 


different; all his life had ſhewn, that he was ne- 


ver fo fond of perſonal power, as to think the 
preſervation of it worth a [ſtruggle ; let his con- 
duct be remembered, when that Houſe were 
brought to entertain relolutions, though not 


to vote them, expreſſive of their loſs of confi- 


dence in his noble friend's Adminiſtration. Had 


his noble friend then thought the preſcrvation of 


perlonal 25 er worth liruggiing ſor ? Every body 
knew 


33 


knew the contrary. Even when his noble friend 
had been moſt blamed, he had not done it. Mr. 
Fox took notice of its having been formerly 
charged againſt the noble Lord that he had been 
the agent of Secret Influence, and obſerved, that 
ſome perſons were abſurd enough to ſuppoſe him 


a friend to that Influence now. Thoſe who held 


this doctrine talked ſtrange nonſenfe. What was 


it that made the noble Lord the object of the 
hoſtility of the Secret Adviſers of the Crown, but 


his refuſing to run all lengths to ſupport their mea= 


ſures? When the noble lord refuſed ro carry on 
the American War againſt the declared ſenſe ok 


that Houſe, the Secret Adviſers of the Crown 


began to conſider the noble Lord as an enemy, 
and when he refuſed to make the ſtruggle, the 


_ preſent Miniſters had been daring enough to make, 


though under circumſtances that would have bet- 
ter palliated fuch conduct, they abandoned the 


noble Lord, and had been hoſtile to him from 


that hour to the preſent. Having put this very 


forcibly, Mr. Fox ſaid, thus much he had thought = 


it neceſſary to ſay in defence of his noble friend 


in his abſence. As to any other charge, his noble 


friend when preſent would, he doubted not, be 
ready and able to defend himſelf; but he ſhould 
on his part contend, that the preſent conteſt was 
by no means a ſtruggle for power; were that the 
cafe, it would be — decided. Mr. Fox reca- 
D pitulated 9 8 


a... ii. 
—_—— 


. — 8 
7 — ISO . oi £ a 


—U— — 


ory * ” — ö n TY a 
r ²˙¹ AA ² Ä > 


es _ _ 
Q , 3 — i — 3 


1 18 ] 


pitulated many parts of his arguments, in order to 


prove that the Miniſters muſt go out before any 


treaty of union could be liſtened to, and that if 


an union did take place, it ought to be a real 


union, and not an union in appearance only. Ile 


ſaid, he was nevertheleſs a firm friend to union, 
could an union that promiſed permanency be ef- 


fected. He concluded with declaring that he 


vwould perſiſt in his motion. 


chancellor 


of the 
Exchequer. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe as ſoon as 
Mr. Fox ſat down, and ſaid, he would trouble 


the Houſe for a few moments. He roſe with no 


view to oppoſe the motion, as he had no with to 


poſtpone the Committee on the State of the Na- 
tion to a later day than Monday; neither did he 


mean to go into a diſcuſſion of what the Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him had ſaid 


relative to the Eaſt-India Bill then, becauſe that 


was not the fit moment for its diſcuſſion ; when 


the proper time arrived, he ſhould be ready to 


meet any arguments of the Right. Honourable _ 


Gentleman on the ſubject, or of any other Gentle- 


man, to conſider them impartially, and to offer 
his reaſons againſt them. At the ſame time he 
did no: mean to go over all the topics touched 
upon by the Right Honourable Gentleman; there 
were ſome of them, however, to which he would 
lay a very few words: And firſt, with regard to 
the charge brought againſt. him of flanding in a 

ſituation 
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fituation perfectly new. To that charge he was 
ready to plead guilty. The ſituation was new, 
undoubtedly ; but whenever the proper time 


came for his ſtating his reaſons to the Houſe, for 


continuing in office after the Reſolution that had 
| paſſed on Friday, he had no doubt but he ſhould. 
| be able to make it appear, that nothing but a 
| ſenſe of his duty could have obliged him to ſtand. 
in ſo new and extraordinary a ſituation, and that 


he would have quitted it, had he not conſidered 
it as effential to the preſervation of the Conſtitu- 
tron, that he ſhould not quit 1t under the peculiar 
circumſtances of the country, With regard to 


the charge of Secret Influence, he had no con- 
nection whatever with Secret Influence, and as 


often as that accuſation was urged, juſt fo often 


ſhould he think it neceſſary to repeat, that he 


would never ſubmit to any fuch Influence that 
he deſired to be tried by his actions, and to have 
every meaſure that he brought forward, conſi- 
dered as his meaſure, and for which he alone was 
reſponſible. That Secret Influence had brought 


him into office, or had at that time any effect 


upon him, he defied any man to prove. In re- 


ſpect to all that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
had faid on the ſubject of union, there was one 
point in which he was ready to declare that he 


molt cordially concurred with the Right Honour- | 
able Gentlemap, and that was, that an Union 
D 2 founded 
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founded only in appearance, and which looked 


like unanimity within thoſe walls, while diſſen- 


tion and diſcordancy prevailed elſewhere, could 


do no good, but on the contrary, muſt prove 
extremely miſchievous and add to the calamities al- 
ready felt, inſtead of diſſipating them and reſtor- 


ing that health and vigour to the country, which 


alone could grow out of united councils and firm 
meaſures. Mr. Pitt declined going into a repiy 
to the other matters touched on by Mr. Fox, 
as they were not before the Houſe at that time; 
whenever they ſhould come properly under diſ- 


_ cuſſion, he declared he ſhould be ready to conſider 


them fully. 


As ſoon as the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſat 
down, many Members were upon their legs, Lord 


Maitland, Mr. Marſium, L ord Ra, Mr. 


Mansfield, Mr. Fraſer, Sir Thomas Egerton, Mr, 
Burke and others. The Houle in general calling 
upon Mr. Iarſium, the other gentlemen fat 
down, and Mr. Mar/ham was heard. 1 

Mr. Mar/ham ſaid, he had obſerved a degree 
of moderation in the temper of the Houle on 


FP riday laſt, which had given him great pleaſure, 


and he was fill more gratified by the motion that 


bad been then made to poſtpone the Committee 


on the State of the Nation, which ſhewed that 


the Right Honourable Gentleman was deſirous 
of preventing the Houſe from precipitately coming 


to 


E 1 


to any violent propoſition, that might bal ag- 


gravate and inflame the differences that pre- 
vailed, inſtead of calming them or conducing to 


their final removal. An union had been ſo 
yniverlally recommended, and indeed it was ſo 
abviouſly neceſſary, that he hoped it would take 


place; one principle he obſerved the Right 
| Honourable Gentleman at the head of the preſent 
Adminiſtration and his Right Hon. Friend had 


both agreed upon in regard to union, and that 
was, that an union in appearance. only would 
prove miſchievous in the extreme. This was fo 


true, that be was glad to hear it laid down on both 
ſides as a matter to be avoided ; a confidential 
umon, in which the abilities of both the Right 
Honcdurable Gentlemen could be called forth for 
the ſervice of their country, was certainly much 
to be deſired. and as nothing was more likely to | 
give riſe to ſuch an union than that Houſe pre- 
ſerving its temper, and Gentlemen abſtaining from 


any thing likely to excite ncw heats or irritate 


1 already declared, he ſhould be happy 


if the Debate was concluded where it was. Mr. 


Marſham, before he ſat down, complimented Mr. 


Pitt on the noble manner in which he had acted, 


" | in relation tO the diſpoſal of the Clerkſhip of the 
Peells lately vacant, declaring at the ſame time, 
that the handſome and liberal way in which his 
Right Honourable Friend had allowed that Gen- 
: tleman 


SS. EI — 3 — 


Fi e 
: 


. a a 0 n q — » 
. 
. . r _— " p n 
- 


7 5 * 
2 * 
m 4 . 7 ow 
* 5 * - 3 
„ 1 < "oy. 4 5 HAS A Iv . * 
5 a 7 A 7 22 
wy . 2 * ——_ ti 


tleman the credit he deſerved for his conduct, as 


. 
l ſoon as he heard 1t mentioned, did him in- 
finite honour. 


Lord Mait- Lord Maitland id, rom what had fallen from 
| the reſpectable Member who had juſt fat down, 
jp be was happy to have given way to him as ſoon 
; as he ſaw he was upon his legs; he had riſen in 
_ conſequence of what had fallen from the Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him, who in 

in a part of his ſpeech had ſaid, when the day 

ö 8 came for him to give his reaſons for continuing 
1 m office he would do ſo. Had the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman forgot the Reſolution that had 
been voted laſt Friday ? In order to remind him 

of it, he begged it might be read. | | 

| This being complied with, his Lordſhip rea- 
ys foned upon the inconſiſtency of the Chancellor of 
tlie Exchequer's argument, and aſked why he did 

not give his reaſons for his extraordinary conduct 

laſt Friday, if he had any to offer? 

e The Chancellor of tie Exchequer roſe again, and 
dae. laid, he conceived the charge urged againſt him by 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, who began the 
debate, had been, that he did not reſign in con- 
ſequence of that Relolution's having paſſed, and 
therefore for him to have offered a defence before 
ihe Reſolution had Paſſed, would have been 

Qrangely premature. #2 
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nied his having any connection with Secret In- 


fluence; this Mr. Mansfield anſwered with great 
ability, entering into a hiſtory of all the circum- 


Lord Mailiand ſaid a few words in explana- Lord Mai. 
Sir Thomas Egerton roſe to obſerve, that the Sir Thomes 
Right Honourable Gentleman who began the de- 
bate, had charged that fide of the Houſe with be- 
ing enemies to the Conſtitution. This, Sir Tho- 
mas ſaid, he deduced from the Right Honourable 
Gentleman's aſſertion, that the queſtion was be- 
tween the Conſtitution and the Secret Adviſers of _ 
the Crown ; which declaration neceſſarily implied, 
that all who did not vote with the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, were ſupporters of the Se- 
cret Adviſers of the Crown againſt the Conſlitu- 
tion. He roſe to defend himſelf from that impu- 
tation. He truſted he had as zealous a regard for 
the Conſtitution as the Right Honourable Gen- 
.tleman ; he ſupported the preſent Miniſter, be- 
cauſe he thought he deſerved ſupport ; he took 
rhat opportunity of returning him thanks for his 
conduct, and aſſuring him, that he ſhould con- 
tinue to ſupport him as long as he ſhould continue 
to merit ſupport in the ſame degree. 
Mr. Mansfield took up that part of the Chan- zt var 


ceellor of the Exchequer's ſpeech, in which he de- MO 


land. 


Egerton. | 


ſtances that had proved the exerciſe of Secret In- 


fluence, and aſking what occaſion had any one 
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Peer to become the meſſage carrier of the Crown 
to the reſt of the peerage, but for the purpoſe 


deriving an undue advantage from ſuch an exer. 
ciſe of undue influence? After going through 
deſcription of the whole tranſaction, and tracing 
its conſequences, he ſaid, the Right Honourable 
Gentleman had juſt as much analogy to Secret 
Influence as the creature had to its Creator, 
That he came into office upon that influence, 
and upon that only; that no other cauſe was 
capable of being adduced as the ground of over- 
throw of an Adminiſtration compoſed of men 
of as high integrity, as great ability, and as fully 
enjoying the confidence of the people and their 
Repreſentatives, as any Adminiſtration that ever 
conducted the government of the country. 
Air. Powys, Mr. Powys followed Mr. Mansfield, and began 
With ſaying, that he knew the learned Gentle- 
man's ability, he was aware of his regard for the 
conſtitution, and conſcious of his ſagacity in trac- 
ing a creature to its Creator, but that nevertheleſs, 
when he ſaw the learned Gentleman riſe, he had 
imagined, that from mere profeſſional habit, he 
had got up with a view to interpoſe between the 
charge and the defence, and to have informed 
the noble Lord, who had then but juſt fat 
down, that the former always ought to precede 
the latter, Having ſtated this, Mr. Powys ſaid, 
an union of abilities had been called for ; he ra- 
. ther 
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ther wiſhed for an union of principle. The one 
might produce diſcordant councils and weak 


meaſurcs, the other the reverſe. When the day 
ſhould come for the Right {}onourable Gentle- 


man to ſtate his reaſons for continuing in office, 
votwithſlauding what had paſſed, he did not 


doubt but he would do ſo latisfactorily, and that 


day, he added, muſt come; he truſted it would 


then be made appear, that both the Right Hon. 


Gentlemen were firm to one principle, viz. a de- 


teſtation of Secret Influence, and a determination 
never to give way to it. Mr. Powys added ſome 


other arguments, all tending to prove that he was 
not more a friend to Mr. Pitt, chan a real lover 


of the conſtitution. 
Mr. Mansfield conſtruing the beginning of Mr. Me. Mans: 
Powys's ſpeech into a peiſonal attack upon him, 


entered into an elaborate defence of himſelf. 


Mr. Fraſer ſaid, he roſe to urge a reaſon which Mr. Fraſer, 
preſſed on his mind for wiſhing a broad- bottomed 
: Adminiſtration in the preſent criſis, uniting as 
much knowledge as poſſible of foreign and com- 
mercial affairs, as of eminent abilities and powers 


for the meridian of that Houle, and he begged 


to addreſs it to all ſides and to all parties, and it 


was this : — That the property of this country be- 


ing veſted in three or fourlcore great families, 
their connections and friends, alternately one 


party make war, and another peace ; : but all par- 
E ties 
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ties laid taxes and burthens on the people; there. 
tore it was now requiſite to unite their know. 
ledge, wiſdom, and abilities, for the Houſe ſhould 
be united for the public good, leaſt the people 
at large, in ſome fatal hour, as heretofore in 
Penmark, and lately in Sweden, ſhould incline to 
chooſe one, inſtead of many Repreſentatives, 

Sir Richard Sir Richard Hill obſerved, that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who began the debate, had ſaid a 
great deal about the late Adminiſtration's having 

| been turned out by the Secret Influence of the 
Crown, He deſired to know what the Admi- 
niſtration preceding the laſt had been turned out 
but for having made a peace, which the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had declared muſt 
be made at any rate, though he could not make 
it himſelf? Sir Richard ſaid farther, that the 
Right Hocourable Gentleman had of late praiſed 
majorities very highly; this, he obſerved, had 
not been his practice formerly, The Right Hon. 
Gentleman muſt either be right or wrong in his 
newly adopted opinion of the virtue and merit of 
majorities? If he was wrong, why ſo much 
boafting of glorious majorities? If he was right, 
he would pleaſe to remember that majorities, by 
the ſingle monolſyllable yes, had condemned his 
conduct for many years together. But that was 
not the only point in which the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman had changed his Opinion. He 
muſt 


there. muſt give him leave to remind him, that on the 
now. divillon upon Sir John Rous's Motion, three 
ould ſeſſions ſince, he clapped his back to the Lobby 
>eOple door and exclaimed, No Coalition ! yet he ſoon 
re in afterwards found that no Coalition, no Treaſury 
ne to "Bench, and he accomodated himſelf to the maxim, 
*which he found beſt ſuired his advancement. Sir 
Hor, Richard concluded his a with the een 
uid a tory : 
wing « There v were two neighbouring 1 Who 
f Yoo for many years bad borne the moſt cordial | 
dmi- '« enmity to each other. So great was their anti- 
| out as pathy, that each declared they durſt not truſt 
the +. themſelves in @ room wiih the other, it haſty 
A however, farmer Whighouſe ſays to farmer Tory- 
ake man, farmer, what are you and I about? we 
the te are neither of us likely to thrive in the world 
fed p „by all this Jangling and fnarling ? I have a 
* « propoſal to make to you, by which we may 
on. e both get money apace, and provide for our 
Kee: e numerous and clamorous families. We have 
of © both of us a great deal of dirty work to do, and 
ch « if you will lend me your horſes to draw me 
Ie, through the mire, I will lend you mine, ſo let 
by e us e'en join our teams together, Why, neigh- 
Is e bour Whghouſe, 1 like your propoſal very well, 
As « ſays farmer Toryman, but J fear our horſes won't 


draw well together, J am apt to fear they will 
| E 2 a hind 
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and my worthy Neighbour Mr. Toryman. This 
to be ſure made the neighbours laugh. But 
matters ſoon took a ſerious turn, for theſe two 
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* 


10 


28 


find the chains rather galling, and that they 
will kick, and vuince, and flart, and rum reſtive. 


Never fear that, Mr. Toryman, ſays Mr. 


ce 


cc 


44 
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 Wizzhoufe, we muſt pat 'em and coax 'em, and 


feed em with good hay and corn, and give 


ſome of them fine trappings, and then never 
fear but we ſhall make them fo tractable, that 


we may ride em ourſelves with eaſe, though to 
be ſure we are neither of us very light 
weights. 


e Now all former animoſities were to be for- 
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gotten, and upon every occaſion they called 
one another my good friend Mr. Whighouſe, 


overgrown farmers began to encroach upon 


their neighbours, to break down their fences, 


and were proceeding to ſcize their very deeds 
and leaſes, when a worthy gentleman in the 
neighbour rhood, finding how matters were going 


on, went and informed their worthy landlord . 


of their proceedings, who diſmiſſed them from 
their farms, in order to make room tor better 
tenants.” 

Sir Richard Hill concluded by ſaying, that 


without Going violence to the moral of the ſtory, ; 
he would ſay to Old England, 


De te Jabula nav alur. 
Mr 


ment and ſober reaſoning. 
attacked Mr. Pitt for having defied any man to 
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Nr. Burke roſe as ſoon as Sir Richard had con- Mr. Buike. 
eluded, and declared he neither got up to pat, to 
robe, nor to clap the necks of the ſteeds alluded 
to by the Hon. Baronet; that his attempt at plea- 
ſantry had been too unſucceſsful to encourage 
him to follow the example; : he would therefore 


leave fable and fiction, and come to plain argu- 
Mr. Burke then 


prove that ſecret influence exiſted ; he faid, he had 


always underſtood that a ſecret meant a thing 
ſuſpected, but which could not be proved; he 
-ridiculed the abſurdity thereof, of detying proof, 
where the nature of the caſe made proof impoſ- 
ſible. He next arraigned the conduct of thoſe 
who aſeribed bad motives to the oppoſition, and 


ſaid, it could only ariſe from their conſciouſneſs 


of being ſwayed. by bad motives themſelves ; ; for 
none were prompt to accuſe others of baſcneſs, 
who were not themſelves baſe. He compared 
attempts to ſubſtitute a barren jeſt for a ſerious 
argument, to the folly of thoſe who ſent the King's 
buffoon, to make up, by ill-timed joking, 


for ap- 


plicable reaſoning ; z after a great variety of well 
turned obſervations, chiefly urged in reply to the 
ſpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Burke gave notice, that as ſoon as the motion was 
diſpoſed of, he ſhould move for the attendance of 
the Chairman of the Eaft India Company, in 
5 order 
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order that he might be examined at the Bar, to 


aſcertain the accounts of the Company's affairs, 
| Publiſhed and circulated under the authority 
of his name. | 
The motion for adjourning the Committee on 
the State of the Nation to Monday n next was then 
put and carried. 


Mr. Burke alter wan roſe and made rather a 


long ſpeech prefatory to the motion he had ſigni- 
| fied his intention of offering; he declared he 
meant to prove the ſtate of the Company's 
accounts fallacious, and the Chairman and Court 


of Directors inadequate to the management of 


the Company's affairs, in which management 
the Right Hon. Gentleman's Bill meant to con- 
firm them. When he concluded, 


The SpeAKer told him he could not move for 


any perſon to attend to verify or ſubſtantiate any 
paper not regularly before the Houſe. 
This occaſioned ſome modification of Mr. 
zurke's motion, which was at length delivered [0 
the Chair in the following form : 
That this Houſe will to-morrow enter into 
« the conſideration of the conduct of the Court of 


C Directors, in regard to the ſtate of the accounts 
publiſhed by them, and into their conduct with 


* 


0 
regard to their ſervants, and that Nathaniel 


Smith, Eſq. Chairman of the Court of Di- 
0 rectors, attend this Houſe,” 


Mr. 


ASKS 


5 1 
Mr. H.mmet ſaid, as he underſtood the motion Mr. Ham- 

of the Hon. Gentleman went to calling Mr. Ny 
Smith, the Chairman of the India Company, be- 

fore the Houle, for the purpole of verifying the 

tate of their accounts, which had been delivered 

in, he roſe to ſecond the motion, becauſe he under- 

ſtood Mr. Smith to be a very worthy and ſenſible 

man, and had no doubt of his proving the account 
a fair one, and notwithſtanding the preſent dif- 
ficulties, that if the charter was now deſtroyed, 
the Company were able to pay fifty ſhillings for 
cvery twenty they were indebted, which could 

not but afford great ſatisfaction not only to thoſe 
more immediately concerned, but to the country 7 
in general. | 
Mr. D aid, "he truſted the Hon. Gentle- Mr. Don- 
man did not ſeriouſly means to preſs this motion, 85 
becauſe, if he did, ſure he was, the Eaſt-India Bill 

could not be taken into conſideration on Friday, 
nor for many, many days to come. Such an en- 
quiry, Mr. Dundas ſaid, would be more fit for a 
Committee above airs to conduct and proceed oo 
with, than the Houle; he truſted, therefore, the 
Hon. Gentleman would either refer the enquiry 
to the Select Committee, or withdraw the motion. 
But to put the matter out of doubt, Mr. Dundas 
moved, that the Houſe adjourn. | 

Mr. Burke replied at fome length, and a deful- Mr. Burke, 


tory debate enlued, in which General Smith and 
others took part. 


Mr. 


Governor 


Johnſtone, : | 
man of the Eaſt-India Company, and leverely 


Mr. Eden. 


E 


Governor Johnſtone defended the preſent Chair. 


cenlured the conduct of Sir Henry Fletcher, | 
Mr. Eden, immediately previous to the Speaker's 
propoſing the queſtion of Adjournment, deſired 
the attention of the Houſe for a few minutes : 
The k ight Hon. Gentleman, to whom the Reſo- 


lution of laſt Friday night peculiarly applied, had 


this day admitted, that his ſituation was certainly 


of a novel kind, and had intimated, that at a 


proper time be would ſtate the motives of his 
prelent continuance in office, which motives when 


known, he truſted, would prove ſatisfactory to 


the Houle. Mr. Eden ſaid, that he certainly 


would not urge an expreſſion caſually dropt be- 


yond what the Right Hon. Gentleman might 


chuſe; his fituation was certainly novel, and it 
the motives on which it was to be jullified were 


not brought forward, it would alſo be myſterious ; 


and was it wiſhed, that the Houſe ſhould proceed 
to the Eaſt India debate on Friday next, under 


circumſtances of ſuch myſterious novelty ? If the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had any wotives to avow, 


which would bear the public light, he wiſhed | 
him to produce them as ſpeedily as poſſihle: if, 
however, they ſhould not be produced after this 


fair opening, he, for one, would not prels for 


them, but would draw obvious inferences from 
the ſilence adopted. He had ranſacked his own 


mind 
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mind from the moment that the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had uſed the expreſſion ; he had formed 
every poſſible conjetlure, and he ſolemnly declar- 
ed, that he was unable to conſtrue the words uſed 
in any way that could give them ſuch a meaning 
28 ought to give ſatisfaction, He mult add, how- 
erer, that in ſtating this, he ſtated it from ſenti- 
ments of conciliation, and not in the ſpirit of 

party. Perſonally ſpeaking, he felt both kindneſs 
and reſpect, as well for the Right Hon. Gentleman 
as for his learned friend (Mr. Dundas) who ſat 


next to them; it was painſu] to him to fee them 


in their preſent circumſlances, which were at leaſt 
auk ward and mortifying. He would go farther, 
and would ſay, in regard to them, that no man in 
the kingdom wiſhed more ardently than himſelf 
to ſee a conllitutional government formed upon a 
general coalition of eminent abilities, tried in- 
tegrity, and right principles; perhaps few men 


felt more than himſelf the neceſſity of ſuch a 


coalition, becauſe there were few who looked with 
more painful induſtry into the ſtate and reſources 
ol the kingdom, or had had ſo much occaſion to 
ce, that the preſent diſtracted and diſtracting ſtate 
of parties muſt ſoon end in a general wreck and 
ruin. He concluded with repeating, that if the | 
Right Hon Gentleman felt himſelf either unpre- 


pared Or unwilling 1 in the preſent moment to Nate. 
F the 


4 4 
the motives alluded to, he by no means wiſhed 9 
urge the matter farther. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer made no reply. 
A few words after this paſſed between Lord 
Surrey and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, relative 
to the diſpofal of the place of Chancellor of the 
Dachy of Lancaſter, the refult of which was, Mr, 
Pit declared he would not diſpoſe of it contrary 
to the withes of Parliament. 
The Queſlion of adjournment was then put | 
and carried, and the Houle. role at EIGH 1 


0 clock. 
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notice, that the firſt time he ſaw them preſent, he 


; ſhould riſe to know from them, what they had 
laid of him, in order that he might juſtify himſelf 
to the Houſe for any part of his conduct, that 
. had fallen under their cognizance! 


Mortion rox rr ATTENDANCE Or THE 


\ CHAIRMAN OF THE EAST-INDIa Company. 


General Smith waited till FY Chunelicr 5 the General 
Exchequer came into the Houle; he then roſe 
| and ſaid, before the Houſe went into the con- 
150 ſideration of the Eaſt-India Bill, brought in by the. 


Right Hon. Gentleman, it appeared to him ma- 


terial, that they ſhould receive information touch- 
ing certain eſſential matters on which that Bill 
7 ſproceeded. He {tated Mr. Pitt's declaration, that 
: F q le 


Mn. Charteris 701. and ſaid, he under Hood. u. cn. 
from the news. papers, that his name had been 
uſed in that Houle in his abſence; not ſeeing the 
two ton. Gentlemen then in their places, hs | 
| Had been ſtated to have mentioned his name, he 


would not ſay more, than that he deſired to give 


St mitn. 


— 


— —— 
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he felt himſelf armed and fortified with the 3 


quieſcence of the Company, which had been fulh 


given to the Bill, before he brought it into thy 
Houſe. This declaration the General read in 
Mr. Fitt's own words, that he had taken down n 
the moment of their delivery laſt W edneſde 
ſennight. The expreſſions he ſaid were ſtrong, 


and when it was confidered, that an honourable 


friend of his then preſent (Mr. Luſhington) had 
informed the Houſe, that the Court of DireQor, 


had not been afforded an opportunity of con fider- 


ing the propolitions on which the Bill was avowed 
to be founded, before they ſubmitted them to the 


Court of Proprietors, the Houſe he doubted not 
would go along with him, in thinking, that it 


became them to enquire what the grounds were 
upon which the conſent of the General Court of 


Proprietors had been obtained, and upon what 


they reſted that confidence in the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment which they declared they entertained. The 
General ſaid further, that from what he knew, 
from many years experience, to be the practice 
of the Ea ſt India Company in the conduct of their 
buſineſs, it was always cuilomary for the Court 
of Directors to take any propoſition made them 


from Government into their conſideration, and to 


form an opinion on it previous to their ſubmitting 
it to the General Court of Proprietors, and when 


they did fo ſubmit it to the General Court, to 


ſtate 


8 


3 

flate the reaſons upon which their opinion was 
{ormed. In the preſent cale, they had ated very 
differently; they had neither taken the propoſi— 
tions into their conſideration, nor come to any 


opinion upon them; it behoved that Houle there- 
fore to enquire what had governed the opinion of 


the General Court, and he knew no way of ob- 
taining the information, they ſtood in need of, ſo 


proper, as the calling for the Chairman of tlie 
Company to come to their Bar, in order to be 


there examined as to the point in queſtion. The 
General ſaid, there were other reaſons allo, for 
wiſhing for the attendance of that gentleman, 


previous to their going into the conſideration of 
the Bill. It was necellary to aſcertain what was 


the actual {tate of the Company's finances, in order . 
to know what lecuriiy the public had ſor the 


riſque they ran, in ſuffering the Company to ac- 


cept Bills to the amount, that they would be 
empowered to accept, in cale the Bill paſſed. 
The General enlarged on theſe points, and aſter 
arguing upon them for ſome time, concluded 
with moving, 


That Nathaniel Sold. Elo." Chairman of 


LA, 


The 


the Eall- India Company, do attend this Houſe | 
e the next day, in order to be examined upon 
the ſecond 1eading of the Bill for regulating the 
"0 affairs of the Eaſt-India Company.“ ES 


of the Ex- 
cheguer. 


E 


bunt The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had no 


objection to the Chairman of the Eaſt- India Com- 


pany's attending, or to the Houſe ca ling for any 
information, that they thought at all material to 


enable them the better to judge of the principle of 
the Bill, which was by unanimous conſent agreed 


to be diſcuſſed the next day, but he muſt hear 


| better grounds lated, than thoſe laid down by the 


Right Hon. General, before he could think it 


"right to interrupt the diſcuſſion of the Bill, as the 


next day, by previouſly calling the Chairman 


of the Eaſt India Company to the bar, and going 
into an examination, which would unavoid- 
| ably run into length, and, perhaps, render the 
diſcuſſion of the principle of the bill as the next 


day, utterly unpoſſible. The arguments on 


_ which the Honourable Gentleman had juſtified his 
motion, he ſaid, he conceived to reſolve them 
ſelves into theſe two: 1ſt, that the Court of Di- 


rectors had not taken the propoſitions into their 


_ conſideration, and decided in their ſavour ; and 


ſecondly, a deſire to know the grounds on which 
the General Court of Proprietors had expreſſed 
their approbation of the propoſitions, and their 
confidence, that the wiſdom of Parliament would 


grant them effectual relief. With regard to the 


birſt, ik he had ſaid any thing, when he opened 


Lic purport of the Bill to the Houſe, that amount- 
8 3 ee 


39 J 
ed to a hint, even that the Court of Directors 
had ſignified their approbation of the propoſi- 


tions, it might be neceſſary to examine the Chair- 


man of the Court of Directors as to that fact; 
the contrary, however, was notorioully the cale 
and therefore no argument on that head could 


ariſe. With regard to the ſecond, if the Chairman 


of the Court of Directors were then at their bar, 


he ſhoull not ſuppoſe it pollible, in the nature of 


things, for that Gentleman to be able to ſtate to 
the Houle the particular reaſons upon which each 
particular individual Member of the General 


Court of Proprietors had approved of the propo- 


| fGiions, or upon which he had grounded his con- 
fdence in the wiſdom of that Houle, to adminiſ- 


ter ellectual relief to the Company. He ſhould 
imagine, that finding the propoſitions ſo much! 
more favourable to the rights of the Company, 


than the purport of the former Bill, the Gene- 


ral Court had on that ground, approved of 


them; and having ſo done, it was natural for 
them to look up to the wiſdom of Parliament with 


. -onſidence for an elfectual relief. With regard 
to the conſide ration of the ſtate of the Company's 


* finances, that might be a very proper object 


of Parliamentary invelligation; but if lo, he 
"+ truſted it would bo admitted, that the ſubject , 
# ought to be fully gone into, and that it would be 


0 beiter to have it brought under diſcuſſion and en- 


qui ry 


— 


Mr. Eden. | 
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quiry in a Committee of the whole Houſe, than 


in the manner propoſed by the Honourable 
General. Upon the whole, as it had been 
agreed by the concurrent conſent of all fides of 


the Houſe, that the principle of the Bill ſhould 


be fairly diſcuſſed the next day, and the Bill be 


tried by its own merits, abſtracted from every 


_ collateral conſideration, he was of opinion that the 
motion ought not to go, and unleſs he heard 


ſtronger arguments fo ſupport it, than any thing 


that had been urged, he muſt object to it. 


Mr. Eden ſaid, that he muſt concur with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in withing that no 


proceedings might take place, which would in- 
terrupt the diſcuſſion of the Bill, upon its own 


merits, at the ſecond reading; it was his with, 


that the queſtion ſhould merely be, whether the 
Bill was to be conſidered as a Bill of wiſe and 


adequate regulations, or as a Bill calculated to 


give to the Miniſters of the day an inert power 


with an active patronage ; on that queſtion, per- 


hips, his own opinion was lettled ; but he hoped 
that it would be canvaiſed without introducing 
extraneous matter. He added, however, that 
the Honourable General had a fair claim to the 


| eim propo'ed in ſome ſtage of the Bill, 


if it ſhould go forward to any other ſtage, and 


he pledged himſelf to concur in calling for ſuch 


all 


. 
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le un examination. In truth, ſome matters had 
2 _ dropt both from the Honourable General and from 
Nt the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which called 
d. for an explanation, and which, in his opinion, 5 
C were ſufficient to decide the fate of the Bill, It 
had been ſaid, and it appeared on the proceedings 
cf the Company, now before the Houſe, that 
: there were certain requiſitions on behalf of the 
7 Company, on the ſuppoſed compliance with 

which their acquieſcence in the Bill was ground- 


>” gfe" — 


© ed. This was a treaty therefore between Parlia- 

ment and a great public Company; it would then 

be both improvident and diſhoneſt in every 

Member of that Houſe to accept the acquieſcence 5 

„ol the Company, and to paſs a Bill upon it, with- 
= ut previouſly aſcertaining to what extent the | 


people of England and their property, and the 
national faith, were to be pledged. He would 
not ſay that it was fallacious ; but the Bill, though 
 avowedly founded on a conſent and compact, 
had not recited either the one or the other. The 
compact, however, was now before the Houſe 
in the printed proceedings; and it was no leſs 
than this, that Parliament was to give an ef- 
; | fectual relief in the relpite of duties, for an un- 
3 limitted period, according to the exigencies 9E 
TY the Company, and to permit the acceptance of 1 
3 unaccepted Bills to an undeſined amount.” It pk «ft 
was already known that the ſums for which 
(3 ng Parliament 
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Parliament was thus to pledge their conſlituens 
f ED amounted to upwards of three millions and a hal! 
no man could know or foreſee how mud 
greater, in the avowed diftreſs of the Company 


affairs, the riſque might become. In doing thi | 


there was no information tendered to the Hout, 

no regulation of the Proprietors dividends, 

0 | | regard to our own revenue or finking fund, 
1 | but it was made the lumping contingency and 
| price, in return for the Bill, which was to b. 
_ diſcuſſed. Under this conſideration he certainly 


would concur with the Right Hon. Gentleman in 


a full enquiry at a proper time; but he ſubmitted _ 


to him that it was right! to —— it for the "uy 

| ent. 
| © 55:7 2 Gen:Smiths.” General Smith id, he could not be of opinion 
with the Honourable Gentleman, that if the 


Chairman was called to the Bar, it had better be 
on any other day than the next day. The rea- 
fon which had induced him to make the motion 


was, that he did not think himſelf competent 


to diſcuſs the principle of the Bill, or to decide 
| whether it was founded on found policy or not, 
before he had received information upon the 


points he had mentioned, and that information he 


thought no perſon could give more ſatisfactorily, . 
or from better authority, than the Chairman of 


the Eaſt India Company. If the ſenſe of the 
Houſe ſhould be with the Honourable Gentleman, 


1 43 ! 


be could not help it. But he owned His opinion 
was different; he begged therefore that the quel- 


tion might be put. 


Juſl as the Speaker was putting the que 0 


Mr. Baker role to aſk, whether giving à negative N.. Baker, 
to the motion would preclude "the toule from 


calling for the attendance of the Chairman of the 
Eaſt India Company on any future day ? 


Ile was told from the Chair that it would not. 
PFThe queſtion was then put and negatived. 
Aſter which the Houle role immediately. 
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CoxnveRSATION ON THE REPORT Of Five Wow 
 DRED PoUNDS HAVING BEEN SENT To Scor- | 
LAND TO BRIBE THE SCorcy MEMBERS. 


Mx Charteris, ſeeing Mr. Yorke and Mr. Dal. | 
rymple in the Houle, begged that they would be ö 
ſo obliging as to tate, in his hearing, the circum. | 


ſtance mentioned in debate ſome days ago, in 
which his name had been uſed, when he was not 


preſent to anſwer for himſelf, He had read ſome 
account of it in the newſpapers ʒ : he wiſhed to 
know if that account was correct. It was Aa duty 


Owing to himſelf, to the perſons with whom he 


acted, and to the late Lord Advocat te, to hare 
this matter properly inveſligated. 


Mr. Yorke ſaid, that all the part that he had 


taken in the affair to which the Honourable Gen- 


tleman alluded, was imply to ſtate, that an Ho- 
nourable Member behind him had heard a Mem- 


ber of this Rouſe lay, that gocl. bad been ſent to 


Edinburgh, for paying the expences of the Scots 


Members to town— Upon which a cry of name 
tim ! name lam was heard from the other fide 
of the Houſe: in anſwer to this, he gave the 


Honourable Member's name, 0 he under- 


ſtood 
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ſtood that it was by that Honourable Member the 
circumſlance had been ſtated to the Honourable 
Member behind him. 

Mr. Carteris requeſted Mr. Dalrymple would Mr. Clare 
be pleaſed to ſlate. the particulars of the conver- 5 


ſation, in which this circumſtance had been com- 
municated to him. 


5 Mr. Dab ymple ſaid, that the Honourable Mem- Mr. D.t- 0 
ber had told him gocl. had been ſent down to” * . | | 
1 Edinburgh, to be diſtributed by the late Lord 
1 Advocate. But he meant not by this to throw | 
| | the ſmalleſt imputation upon that gentleman, 10 
1 whom he had the honour to be nearly related. 


- — Mr. Charteris aſked for what purpoſes had the Mr. Char- 

1 Honourable Member been told, and by. whom | pe 

| this money had been ſent down ? 

MI. Dalrymple replied, that he underſtood it Mr. Dsl- 
was ſent down for the purpoſe of quickening the e 
progres of the Scotch Members to London; and 
it was the Honourable Member bimlelf who had 

given him that information. 

Mr. Charteris upon this could not refrain from ns. Char- 
laughing; he ſaid he now could explain the mat 
ter to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe. On his way 

way to London he overtook the Honeurable 
Member, in whoſe company he intended to finiſh | | ö 
the jour ney: the Honourable Member aiked him 
if there was any news ? In anſwer to this queſ- 
tion he told him he had heard, as he paſſed 

| 0 5 _ Brough - 
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through Edinbu-gh, that there was a report that 
500l. had been ſent down to haſten the progreſs 
of the Scotch Members to town. This he ſtated * 


to him as the report of the day, as one of thoſe 


idle ſtories or ſquibs calculated to raiſe a laugh 
and indeed the Honourable Member made him 


laugh very heartily at the time, by aſking him 
with an uncommon gravity of countenance, 
which ſeemed to ſay that he moſt religiouſly be- 


lieved what he had heard, © Lord! I wonder if 
it is true!“ — The Houſe laughed at this moſt 
curious and inlereſting diſcovery; and Mr. Dal- 


rymple not riſing to make any reply, the buſineſs 
reſted here. 


Ms. Pitt's EasT-InD PIA BILt. 


Mr. Eden roſe and ſaid, he had, ſince the pre- 
ceding day, turned the ſubject he had then trou- 
bled the Houſe upon, a good deal i in his mind, 


| and from what had firuck him, as well as other 
perſons, he thought it right to ſtate a few obſer- 


vations to the Houſe. According to the printed 
account of the proceedings ct the Eaſt-India 


Company on the table, it appeared that the pre- 


tent Bill, then about to be fead for the ſecond 


time was underſtood by them to be the price of 


content to it, and a ma'ter of bargain and mutual 
compact 
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E 
compact between both parties, the India Com- 
pany and his Majeſty's Miniſters. He deſired to 


know if the fact was ſo, as if that was the caſe, 
the point which he had ſtated on a former day, 
muſt appear of ſtill greater conſequence than at 
that time. If there was a contract, the price of 
it was this; that Government were to reſpite the 
duties already due, and accruing from the India 
Company, for an indefinite time; and alſo that 
Government would be bound to make good the 


2mount of the Bills the Company were permitted 
to accept, without any extent of the amount 
being ſpecified. This, he ſaid, would be bind- 


ing the nation, by the faith of Parliament, to re- 
ſpite ſix or ſeven hundred thouſand pounds per 
annum, and the intereſt of a million and a half of 
money. Mr. Eden reaſoned and expatiated much 
at length on theſe grounds, and concluded with 
declaring, he wiſhed Miniſters would at leaſt 
point out a ſpecific ſum that the Company ſhould | 
be credited, and a ſpecific time to which that 
credit was to extend, when theſe indulgences 
were to ceaſe, and for that purpoſe he ſhould 
move, 


„That the Directors of the Eall- Indis Com- 


pany do lay before this Houſe their opinion, 
** together with the accounts and eſtimates on 
66 


* the mode and extent of parliamentary interfe- 


** 'rence, 


which ſuch opinions ſhall be grounded, as to 


Chance! lor 


of the Ex- 
chequer, 


48 
& rence, which, according to the information 
& and belief of the ſaid Directors, would prove 
4e an effectual relief to the Company in the re- 
te ſpite of duties to ſuch time as the exigengy of 
*© the Company's affairs may appear to require, 


« and in permitting the acceptance of unac- 
„ cepted Bills, ſo that they may become payable 
at ſuch times as it ſhall appear that the Com- 
« pany will, in the ordinary courſe of their af- 


fairs, be able to pay the ſame.” | 
Mr. Minchin leconded the motion, but without 
making any ſpeech. pm 
T he Chancellor of the Bi er ſaid, that in all 


he had aſſerted relative to the Bill, which he had 
| had the honour to introduce, he never ſaid one 
word about a compact between the Company and 
him: in fact, no compact whatever was made be- 
tween them. The reſolutions ſimply and truly 
ſtated that they looked to the wiſdom and juſtice 


of Parliament for ſuch relief as the exigencies of 
their affairs might appear to require. So that in 


reality the faith of Parliament was pledged to no- 


thing; the Bill might undergo various alterations, 


to which no obſtacle could be oppoſed from any 
ſuppoſed agreement on the part of the public. 
The Company would look for no more than what 
every one acknowledged it would be neceſſary to 
grant them, Ir was allowed on all hands that the 


intereſt 
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intereſt of the Company was indiſſolubly con- 
nected with that of the public; and conſequently 


that the public muſt, unleſs they ſhould abandon 


their own intereſt, aſſiſt the Company to the 


utmoſt of their power: the Company looked for 
that aſſiſtance which the wiſdom and jullice of 
Parliament would ont ſuffer to be with-held z and 
therefore it by no means followed that the conſent 
of the Company to the meaſures adopted in the 
Bill, was purchaſed by a promiſe of aſſiſtance, which, 


whether promiſed or not, muſt be given to them. 


He obſeived that it was not a little ſingular to 


ſind gentlemen ſo very tender this day about the 


Company, who, when ſupporting a former bill, 
had ſhewn fo little tenderneſs or regard for their 
rights or franchiſes, Thoſe who formerly would 

not ſtick at taking away from them, thoſe rights 
which they enjoyed under the the ſacred ſanction of 
Charters, were now feartul, leſt any thing ſhould 

be done, that might, in the leaſt degree violate, a 
compact, which they thought proper to ſuppote 


had been made with the Company. He denied 
the exiſtence of any ſuch compact; but the mat- 


ter did not reſt upon his denial; there was col- 


lateral evidence that no compact had been made 
by him with the Company. The Bin which 


then ſtood for a ſecond reading, contained 
no recital, no mention whatever of a com- 
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pact, that had been printed, and in the hands 


of every one for eight days; yet there was no 
petition againſt it fiom the Eaſt-India Com. 
pany. And did Gentlemen imagine that if their 
conſent had been purchaſed by a ſpecific bargain, 


they would not oppoſe a Bill which took not 


I. d. North. 


the leaſt notice of that bargain, for which alone | 
they had confented to give up their rights? The 
Houſe therefore might freely diſcuſs the Bill 


they might make ſuch alterations in it as they 
mould deem neceſſary, without being with-held by 
any apprehenſion that in fo doing they were in 
the ſmalleſt degree violating a compact, to the per- 


formance of which the public faith was pledged. — 
As to the motzon made by the Right Hon. Mem- 


her, he had no objection to it, provided it had 


not been made for the purpoſe of delay: and 


therefore if it was the intention of the Right Hon. 


Gentleman and his friends to go this boy into the 
debate on the principle of the Bill, he would give 
no oppoſition to the motion. 


Lord North differed a little from his Right Hon; 


Friend, who made the motion, relative to the 
propriety, if not the neceſſity, of having a return 


made to it, before the Houſe ſhould proceed to 
debate the principle of the Bill. For though the 


| Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke lalt, did not 


underſtand that any compact whatever had been 


made with the Company, as the price of their 
conſent 
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man to read the words of the Reſolutions of the 


= 


© -onfent to his Bill; ſtill it was impoſſible for any 


Court of Proprietors, without feeling that in re- 
turn for their conſent, they conceive they have a 
demand upon the Public. It was therefor pro- 
per that before the Houſe proceeded one ſtep far- : 
ther, they ſhould be made fully acquainted with 


what the Company might imagine they were en- 8 


titled to for their conſent; and their ſilence on the 
| preſent occaſion was no proof that they did not 
conceive themſelves entitled to ſome ſpecific relief 
not mentioned in the Bill; for as long as they 
found the Chancellor of the Exchequer acting 
upon the very grounds which their refolutions bad 
marked out for him, they had no cauſe whatever 
to apprehend that he would not forfeit all the ex- 
pectations that they had formed in conſequence 
of their conſent to the meaſures of the Bill; 
and therefore, on that account, it was very poſ- 
ſible, that though they might in fact think the 
Miniſter pledged to ſome particular meaſure of 
relief to them, ſtill they might not apply to Par- 
| lament to oppole a Bill which made no mention 
of this relief; becauſe this reliance on the man 
with whom they had treated, would of courle in- 
duce them to give him credit for his intention to 
all that they might think their conſent to Eis Bill 
entitled them to expect. Ihe Houle ought to 
have ſure grounds to proceed upon, leſt truſling 
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. 
too much to declarations, they ſhould be led into 
meaſures which might be called a violation of what 
the Company conceive to be due to them in con. 
ſequence of their conſent. When there are two 
parties to any tranſaction, it is not enough to 


know what opinion one of them entertains of it, | 


Bosh ſhould be conſulted ; for it is poſſible that by 


miſunderſtanding ore another they may both form 


very different opinions. Hence it was poffible 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman might be 
fully ſatisfied in his own mind that the conſent of 
the Company to the terms of his Bill, was not at 
all procured by any compact or bargain, and that 
conſequently nothing was due to them on the 


ſcore of that conſent; and on the other hand it 


was no leſs poſſible that the Company might 
imagine that their c nlent entitled them to ſome- 
thing, without which ſomething, they would not 
have given it. It was for this reaſon that he 
wiſhed to know, by the return to the motion then 


before the Honu'e, what was the ſpecific meaſure 
of relief that the Company looked for, and wWhe- 


ther they looked for it as the price of their con- 
ſent : for it would be a very dilagreeable cir- 
cumſtance, if Parliament ſhould hereafter, m 
conſidering of the ſtate of the Company's affairs, 


proceed to take ſuch ſteps, as ſhould not meet the 


appr-bation of the Company; in that cale they 


might perhaps be told that this was a violation of 


what. 
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' what they conceived to be the baragin, for the ſake 
” of which they had conſented to the terms of the 
Bil now pending in the Houſe. This would be 


a Ciſagreeable circumſtance indeed ; winch ought 
to be prevented. Much ought to be explained 
by the Company before the Houſe could with 
propriety proceed to take into conſideration the 
mode and meaſure of relief that ſhould be given 
to them. What. for inſtance, was to become of 
the dividend, while the public {ould be giving re- 
lief to the Company? Were the Company to 
expect, that they ſhould be ſufered to keep up 

their dividend at eight per cent. while the public 


were on the one hand forbearing to call in the 


money due for cuſtoms; and on the other, lending 
their credit to ſupport the credit of the © ompauy. 


Ik the Parliament ſhould, perchan e, be of opinion | 
that the dividend ſhould be reſtrained to four Per 
cent. or perhaps that none at all thould be made, 
until the Company ſhould ceaſe, through the al: 


ſiſtance of the public, to be embarrafl.d in their 


affairs, he ſhould not like to hear then, thar this 


would be a violation. of the compact, wluch had i 


procured their conſent to the Right Hon. Gen- 
Gentleman's Bill. It was proper, therefore, that 
they thould be called upon at prelent to ſtate 
their demands; — and if no compact was made, 


that the Houſe would certainly be at liberty to 
ule their juſtice and their wiſdom, in deviling - 
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proper means to give effectual relief, in de 
manner beſt ſuited to the exigency of the Com. 
pany's affairs; and leaſt embarraſſing to the 


public. Formerly the order ablerved at th+ 


India-Houſe after the Company's fales, was | 
this: Furſt, the duties were laid on ad valorem, | 


and diſcharged before any other demand what. 
ever. Next were paid the bills which had been 
dravn upon the Company: and after theſe two 


payments, and not before, the dividend was | 


declared and paid. He wanted to know if this 
order was to be inverted at preſent z and for 


ought he had heard to the contrary, it was the . 


wiſh and opinion of the Company that it ſhould: 
in that caſe the bills would be firſt paid; ard 
with the public money too; next the dividend ; 


and laſt of all the duties due to the public. it 


he ſhould oppoſe ſo unreaſonable an inverſion, 
| he ſhould not like to be told, that this was a 


violation of public faith, pledged to the Com- | 


pany by one of the miniſters of the public. If, 
on the other hand, he ſhould find that there was 
no bargain of any kind whatever, then he would 
be at liberty to propoſe ſuch alterations, as to him 


ſhould appear proper, and advantageous to the | 


public.—And in that caſe he would not think 
much of the conſent of the Company, for if the 


Houſe ſhould be acknowledged to be {till at 
liberty to make alterations in the bill, ſo as that 


it 
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it ſhould no longer be that ſpecific meaſure, to 
which the Court of Proprictors have given their 
* conſent, then it would be the ſame thing as if no 
© conſent at all had been given; and conſequently 
the Right Hon. Gentleman's bill would looſe its 
beſt, if not only ſupport, namely, that conſent of 
| which he had ſo muck boaſted, in contradiſtinc- 
© tion to anether bill, which took every thing, as 
was faid, without aſking. And, indeed, when he 


conſidered the manner in which that ſame conſent 


had been obtained, he thought it would not be 


very decent to make a great merit of it: the bal. 
ot at the India Houle was brought on ſuddenly; 
and though the Proprietors of India Stock are in 


number about one thoufand four hundred, yet 


only 200 attended; and of theſe 300 there were 


250 for the conſent, ſo that in fact the ſenſe of 
1400 Proprietors had been collected through the 
medium of a body of men, not equal in numbers 

to a 5th of the whole; and what was not a little 
remarkable, a very conſiderable part of this 


majority of 250 was compoled of perſons who 
were holders of bills for the payment of which 
they expected Parliament would take ſome ſtep. 


Now he might poſſibly think that ſome meaſure 
might be propoſed on that head, which would 
not be quiet ſo pleaſing to the ſanguine expecta- 
tions of theſe gentlemen ; but he would not like 


to be told that to diſappoint ther in a degree 


in 


— — 
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in theſe expectations, would be a violation « 
compact, and a breach of public faith. Upon 


the whole, he was ſatisfied that the Company | 


_ eught to be be called upon to ſtate what they 


expected from the public : and though he would 


not inſiſt that this ſhould be done before the 
tecond reading of the bill; ſtill he was ſatisfed 
it ovgh to be done ſometime before the bill ſnould 


finally paſs that Houſe. 


Gen. smith. General Sit obſerved, that had the motion 


paſſed which he rock the liberty to make yeſtcr- 
day, but which he. did not think proper to preſs 
upon the Houſe, in oppofition to the requeſt of 
the Right Hon, mover of the queſtion then before 
them, there would have been no ground for 
apprehending that thoſe with whom he acted 
ſhould be ſuſpected of having nothing elle in 
view, than to throw G&clays in the way of the India 
bill, in order to avoid as long as poſſable, a debate 
upon the principle cf it. He had foreleen the 
neceſſity of an explanation, which the Chairman 
of the Ealt-India Company, had he been ordered 
to attend, could have given in very few words; 
and without keeping back the debate on the prin- 
ciple a ſingle half hour. The General ſtated 
again what he ſtated yeſterday, with reſpect to the 


to the Court of Proprietors, without having been 
at all ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Court 
| of 


manner in which the reſolutions had been carried 
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; of Directors: and he further added, that four 
days only had elapſed between the time when the 


77 OS; 


Court was firſt ſummoned to take the ſubject 


matter of the reſolutions into conſideration, and 
the day that was fixed for holding the ballot. 
This time was fo ſhort, that it was not at all ſur- 
priſing fo few Proprietors attended the ballot; 
and had it not been for a very ſingular and 
unuſual circumſtance, there would not have been 


ſo many preſent as 300 Proprietors. It 


was very 


well known that a great ſhare of the Eaſt India 
ſtock is held by a particular ſect of men (Jews) 
who, from religious motives, are with-held from 
doing any buſineſs on the Saturday: but ſo 


preſſed were the friends ro the reſolutions 


for time, 


that not daring to wait till Monday, they pro- 
Saturday 


tracted the time of balloting on the 


till after fix o'clock in the evening, when the 
Sabbath being over, the Jew-Proprietors of ſtock 


might, without incurring any religious cenſure, 
proceed to ballot, Such had been the complexion _ 
of the buſineſs: and from that complexion Gen- 

tlemen might form a tolerable. opinion on the : 


whole tranſaction. 
Mr. Samuel Smith, jun. replied, cb 


lat if the 


Mr. Samuel 


ſmall, it was no fault either of the Court of Di- 
rectors or of the Court of Proprietors : they had 
taken care that the Stock. holders mould have 


notice 


r 
number of perſons who attended the ballot was 


[3-1 


notice of tlie ballot in all the newſpapers, and ifa 
greater number than three hundred did not attend, 
whoſe fault was it? [oſtzad of arguing that the | 
fenſe of the Proprietors at large could not be 
collected from ſo thin a meeting, it would be 
fairer to ſay that this meeting did really ſpeak the 
ſenſe of the Proprietors at large; for thoſe who : 
did not attend ovght io be deemed friends to the PE 


meaſure; had they been enemies, they would 
have taken care to oppoſe it. He knew that in 


Parliament it would not be admitted as a valid 


objection to vote, that it had not been paſſed in 
a very full Houſe. As to a compact, the Com- 
pany had not made any with the Right Hon. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; they were ſatis— 
fied, in the firſt inſtance, with the bill; and in the 
next they would throw themſelves on the wiſdom 
of Parliament, and oa its juſtice, for ſuch relief as 

their embarraſiments might appear to require. 
Ndl. an- Nr. II. Dundas hoped the Houſe was by this 
time fatisfied that no compact had been made with 
the Eaſt India Company, for the - purpoſe of 
obtaining their conſent to the reſolutions, which 
were avowedly the baſis of the India bill. The 
content, it now appeared, had been given purely, 
ſimply, unconditionally by the Company; and 
therefore the bill ought not to be conſidered as 
connected with any conſent ; but ſolely on its own 
merit and demerits. This was the point of view, 
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in which he wiſhed it to be ſeen; and by that 


teſt alone did he wiſh to ſee it {tand or fall. 


Sir Grey Cooper laid, there was apparently a Sir Grey 


Coo ber. 


material difference of opinion between the two 


Jearned Gentlemen. One of them, he obſerved, 


had given up the conſent of the Company to the 
Bill, while the other as {trenuouſly maintained it; 
but upon the general grounds of the debate it ap- 


peared, that the conſent of the Company was the 
baſis upon which the ſuper ſtrufture of the Bill 


had been erected. But what was the purport of 
the Bill? Was it not adopted in its preſent form 
to pleaſe a few ? The ballot was trifling, and the 
reſult of it could not be conſidered as the conſent 
of the whole body. He ſlated ſeveral advantages 
held forth as likely to refalt from the Bill, and 


ſhewed they were contradictory to each other. 


If the Bill was by conſent of the Company, the 


motion was necellary, becauſe the Houſe was en- 


titled to every poſſible information that could be 
obtained. 


The Solicitor Genera! Mr. Arden) Gia: if his The Solici- 


tor Generals 


Right Hon. Friend meant any cheat. he made no 


Icruple to ſay he would aſſiſt him in that cheat. 
He then defended Mr. Pitt's opening the buſineſs 


on a former dav, which he ſaid was manly, can- 
did, and explicit. The Commiſſioners appointed 
in the rejected Bill were authorized to every thing 


objected to in this Bill. The poſſeſſion of the 


12 . eight 
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eight per cent. dividend, he inſiſted was no 


ground for oppoſition, its reduction muſt lay in 


the power of Parliament, as well as every other 


part, for in Parliament the Company bad 8 


an implicit confidence. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he rejoiced that the Bill had been ; 
at length brought to that point, that diveſted of 


its borrowed glare of the Company's conſent, it 


might be viewed merely as what it was. And he 
could not help remarking here, how fallaciouſly it 


had been hitherto deſcribed : it came recommer.d- 


ed by the conſent of the Proprietors ; it was that 
happy meaſure which left charters and their ſacred 
rights inviolate; and yet, by changing any ching 
terial in the points on which the reſolutions 
chiefly reſt, they could no longer be ſaid to be 
propoſitions recommended by the conſent of the 


Company; and conſequently the Bill was liable 
to all thoſe ſormidable objections, with which the 
Bill he had the honour to bring into the Houſe 


had been loaded : this Bill therefore might, with- 
out a breach of public faith, be made fo different 


from that to which the Company had contented, 
that it might be treated with all thoſe harſh names 
_ which had been ſo liberally beſtowed on the other. 


He rejoiced that the maſk was now pulled off, 


under which that Houſe had been cheated, Ca- 


joled, deluded. The Bill appeared now in its 


true colours. It was now an invader of the 


ſacred, 


k 


. chartered rights of men, as well as the 


er had been ſaid to be; and hap ppy he was that 
| the idea of conlent being once removed, the 
Houſe would be free to conſider its principle, un- 
es with the conſent of the Company. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer inſiſted that he Chancellor 
bad not in all he had ſaid about the conſent of the Exchequer. 


eee, attempted to cheat, cajole, or delude 
that Houſe. He never ſtated that the conſent was 
the only or the principal thing which was to be 
deres in the diſcuſſion of this Bill: he ſaid 
fimply. that it came fortified with the approbation 
5 5 of the Company ; and that he truſted would be 
u {mall recommendation to it, that it violated no 
ere rights, as the perſons moſt intereſted in 
| he conſequence of it, as individuals. had given 
- their conſent to it. He was not afraid to have” 
te Bul tried upon its own merits; but he re- 
war ed that there vas on the other ſide the Houſe 
dr ad to meet the principle fairly; and a di po- 
| WS... to take the debate on lome collateral circum- 
3 Kances. Ibis ſtill gave him a beiter opinion of 
0 bis Bill, as he found even its enemies {tudious to 
5 "avoid a fair trial of it upon the merits. | 


le Gentleman to imagine that he was afraid to 
4 0 bate the principle with him; for he was ready 
0 do it at that moment. But there were ſome 
—Wcunſtances, which bad raiſed an alarm in ſome 


men's 


Mir. Fox would not ſuffer the Right Honour- Mr. Fox. 


——— 


Chancellor 


of the 
Exchequer. 


men's minds, that the exiſtence or diſſolution / 


the poſſibility of a diſſolution; he himſelf had 60. 
Gentleman as pledged not to adviſe a diſſolutim, 
ther prorogation or diſſolution, he was ready for i: 


would bring upon this country, he did not fa 
the ſmalleſt apprehenſion of ſuch an event; ani” A 
therefore he would on this night debate the p, 
_ ciple of the Right Hon. Gentleman's Bill. 


Order of the Day, which was read.—1t was fo * 
the ſecond reading of the India Bill; which af 
| the motion of Mr. Pitt, received the econ! 7 


{O31 


Parliament would depend on the diviſion up». 
the India Bill; it was no wonder, therefore, th; 
they ſhould not be very deſirous to declare 1, 
until by a delay of a few days they might preva 


tainly concurred in many meaſures to prevent ad! 
ſolution; but conſidering, as he did, the Right Hs 


conlidering the royal word of his Majeſty piece, 1 
not to interrupt the proceedings of that Houſe bye 


own part to confeſs, that conſidering theſe two as 2 
cumſtances, and the calamities which a diſſolul 


5 . 
— 2 
+ 5 5 


The Speaker then put the queſtion on "= 
Eden's motion, which was carried without 
divisſ on. = 

Mr. Eden's motion being diſpoſed of, the Houk 4 
proceeded to the ſecond reading and commitmen 0 
of the Bill. 


1 he Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved i 


8 


reading —He next moved „that this Bill b 
1 committed,” '—And here the oppoſiti ion began. | 
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| Gentleman having, at the opening of the Bill then 
3 = conſideration, drawn a compariſon between 
it, and the Bill of the Houſe of Commons (for 
1 e would not call it his own) it might not be im- 
proper to follow his example now and then, and 
by keeping up the compariſon point out which of 
"he two had the better claim to public approbation : 
. 9 nd here he remarked, by the bye, that though 
he Right Honourable Gentleman ſeemed now to 
4 hallenge a debate on the principle of his Bill, 


bate, and yet when the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppoled „the Bill of the Houſe of Commons,“ 
he threatened the principle of it with vengeance 
5 from day to day: he threw out frequent menaces, 


that in every ſtage of it, he would combat its 
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the end, he never once took a debate on the prin- 
2X ciple : it was therefore, no doubt, with a very 
2X peculiar grace, that he ſhould call upon the prin- 


any ſuch attempt. However he would accept the 


my * challenge, and aſſign the reaſons which ſatisfied _ 
bim, that this Bill ought not to go to a Com- 


wiltce. And firſt he would obſerve, that the 
+ Right Hon. Gentleman finding a weak and di- 


Mr. Fox obſerved, that the Right Honourable yg, pes 


, 5 and charged others with a dread to meet that de- 


1 odious principle; and yet, from the beginning to 


ciple, whoſe example was ſo little favourable to 


itratted Government in India, his Bill contained 
no one regulation by which vigour, energy and 
order Ny 


wiſeſt regulations that could be deviſed : th 


1t could not be cured, without the annihilation i - 3 ; 


touched their dividend, cared not in what man 


was that the ſervants plundered India, firſt, 0 


would protect thoſe, through w hom that dividend | 
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order could be infuſed into, or reſtored toi 
The Court of Proprietors, the ſource, in h, # 
opinion, of all the calamities of the Company = I 


1 Rn. VE 


was ſlill to retain the principal part of its power for . 


ſufficient at leaſt to deſtroy all the effect of jg 


8 x 
Pp 7 1 F 


defect in the Court of Proprietors was radical, - 2 


their power in matters of government. Tha : 1 
body, as he had often ſaid before, was compoſel, 
of perſons who were either the creatures and de., 
pendents of the Company's ſervants abroad ; or 3 
of wen, who withing to avail themſelves of tie 
influence of ſituation, purchaſed India flock, ale 4 
jo much for the fake of the dividend they _ 
get, as for the great political and other advantage 183 


that they might derive from their right of voting . 


in the Court of Proprietors ; the reſt of the Coutt 1 
was made up of perſons, who, provided they 


A 
. 2 


ner their ſervants behaved abroad. Hence i. BY 
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keep up the dividend ; and next to enrich | 


themſelves: fatisfied that men who found the 


regular return of dividend, notwithſtanding the 
calamities of the Country and the Company, 
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had been kept up. Hence it alſo was that this 
very Court of Proprietors, which ought to be the 
check Eh 
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check and controul of the whole executive go- 


vernment of the Company, was, in fact, the 
ſource of all the evils that had brought it to its 


555 Ipreſent deplorable lituation. The Court of 
Directors indeed, according to the new bill, was 
2 to be more under the controul of his Majelly* $: 
; £ executive government; but {lt 1 the Directors 


4, were to be elected by the Court of P roprie— 


— 

QI 

— 
„ 


tors; and conſequently they will pay their court 


— 
— 
S 

2 


to them; and no! dare to puniſh or treat roughly 
any perſon whoſe intereſt in the Court of Pro- 
Eo: prietors they know to be great. Gentlemen in 
3 that Houle, at leaſt many of them, feemed to 
1 9 make light of the inſtruttions of their conſti- 
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tuents; and the truth was, that they ſeldom failed 
in the end to obey theſe inſtructions, and pay a 
proper deierence to the opinion of theſe conſti- 
tuents, The ſame principle would be found to 
prevail in the Court of Directors; who would . | 
not venture to act contrary to what they ſhould _ 

conceive to be the ſenſe, however abſurdly, of 

thole to whom they were indebted for their. 

election. In another point, the bill then 

before the Houle was a dire inverſion of 

that general principle of government, that 

an executive government, In order to be | ] 
ſtrong, ought to be in the bands of a few; and es Vet = 
that the power of controul be lodged in the 
many: the very reverſe of this would be eſta— 

bliſnhed by this bill: for the executive power would 

* remain 


8 
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remain in the hands of twenty-four Directon | 
while the power to check and cor:troul that Go.“ 
vernment would be lodged in a Board conhi'ting } 
of a few individuals of his Majeſt y's Privy Count 
cil. If the firſt Bill had paſſed into a law, i | 


would have given great power, it is true; bu; be” 


with it alſo, it would have given great reſpon. 
Hbility; here the power exilts without the reſpon- . 
- fibility. The Court of Directors have ſtill a 
liberty to act; they are to prepare diſpatches, 
which may be altered by the Board of Privy 
Counſellors, who place before them the ſhield 
of the Court of Directors, who are to be 
alone reſponſtble for what is done: and pre. S 
poſterous and abſurd as it is, theſe very Di- 


rectors may be obliged to ſign diſpatches and [ 


perhaps CONtrany to their judgment and cou. 


fcience, ſign them. With reſpect to the appoint- 


ment of Governors and Members of the Council, 


abroad, was it to be ſuch, under the new bill, as 


ene might rationally expect, would produc: 
harmony and vbedicnce to orders? In the fi-il 
place, the Crown having a negative on the 


other Members of the Council, was to have the 
abſolute nomination of the Commander in Chieſ. 
This was a fingulay way to produce harmony in 


the 


orders which they all condemn ; and flill they © 
are to be alone reſponſible: they may cares“ 
their dilpatches to the Board, where they ac | 
totally altered; and in that ſtate the Directors. 


E673 


"a Government, when the civil and military 


pow er were divided, diſtinct and independently of 
one another; this was a compleat ſoleciſm in po- 
© litics; no wiſe nation had ever thought of ſuch 


a meaſure; and he engaged to prove, if any 


one wou'd name him a ſtate where the military 
ba. vas not lubject to the civil power, that this 
mo ſyllem had deſtroyed that nation. With re— 
on- | 
ſpect to the other Members of the Council, they 
os would and themlelves appointed by one body of 
*T, men, and removed by another: How there- 
5 


fore, in the name of common ſenſe, could it 


oh be expected that they would obey the Direc- 
” tors, of whom, after their appointment, they 
2 would find themſelves independent, as they 
i. could not be 1emoved but by the Board of Privy 
. Counſellors. He had been charged when the 
by : former bill was under conlideration with erect- 
— 5 ing an Imperium in Imperio, and a new power 
; ; _vnknown to the coul trio: but IS charge 
wh 5 Was 1l-founded : for the Ealt India Company 
8 p mat be allowed in its preſent Nate to be an In- 
: 7 perium in Iniperio; and as it is not new or un- 


known to the ſtate, a modification of that g0- 
vernment could not with truth be called anovelty 
in the conſtitution Put ſurely it was much more 


likely that a ſtable executive power in the govern- 
ment of India would produce harmony and obe- 
cence among the lervants, when the power 


5 of 
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of appointing, recalling, and ſendins ow 
inſtructions and orders was vetted in Per- 
ſons not to be removed at the will of a | 
liniſter. But it had been ſaid, that the pa- 


tronage that the firit bill would throw into 


the hands of the Commiſſioners, would have 
been dangerous to the conſtitution of this coun- 
tiy. For his part, he never felt the leaſt ap. 


prehenhon of any ſuch conſequences : for in the 
lirit place, he always underſtood that the 
great patronage of India was zn India, and veſt 
ed in the Governor General: the contracts, the 


appointment of embaſſies overnments. &c. 
Pl | * 8 MALES 


were. all in the Covernor General; and his 
bill would not have taken them from him: at 
leaſt there was nothing properly left to the 
Commiſſioners at home, but the appointment of 


writers and cadets; and he would have no ob- 


jection, if he {ſhould ever bring in that Bill 


again, to admit a regulation which ſhould make 


Promotions go according to ſeniority. The only 


apprehenſion, thereſore, of danger to the Conſti- 


tution could ariſe from the characters and dil- 
poſitions of the Commiſſioners themſelves, whoſe 


names had been inſerted in the Bill; but if the 
Bill was to rel! upon the weight of their names, 
he was proud to ſay that no objection could have 
been made to it; the name of one of them in- 


deed had been uled with great freedom in an— 


Other 


5 
other place; but that freedom having been 
ground: d on a miſtake, he honed what had 
peen ſaid would be retracted. But what could 


the nation have to fear from a commiſſion over 
which Earl Fizwilliam was to preſide ? r Was 
that noble ! ord likeiy to be the tool of any man 
living ? Was be likely 10 give a ſtab to the con- 
ſtitution of the country in which be has ſo great 
# ſtake, through complaiſance o a Miniſter? In 
x word, was not that nobleman all that was 
great, al! that was upr1.. ht, all that was virtuous, 


that was PIE And from ſach a man 

could any one ſeriou fly apprehend. danger 10 the 

> Conſtitution. J he only ob ection that had been 

w ade to him was, that he had not applied himſelf 
5 to India affairs; but the well-known aQivity, at- 
temion, and vigilance of that noble Lord, would 
pon remove ſuch an objection. However, ib it 
1 * poſlible that ſuch an objection could ſtill be 
"@icrtained of him; and if another perſon, equal 
5 © Lin in honour, honefty, integrity, patriotiſm, 

: and lortune could be found, who will be willing to 
5 ſuc ceed him, I will conſent to withdraw his name, 
& = Ty Mr. Fox, and ſubſtitute that of this other 
4 pe rſon in its ſtead. The other Bill bad been 


5 &: rged with being likely to create in fence; 


5 200 19 8 + It would in ſome dense! ut tliat 


E . would bo eat, to it. But under tle 
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the candour and good lenſe of the Houle, wehe. 


! 

Bill, a much more dangerous influence would © 
80 ellabliſh ed, becaule it would in fact give te 5 
patronage of the Faſt India Company to the : 
Crown, while the reſponſibility of that influence 


fell not upon the ſervants of the Crown, but = 


upon the Directors. The Crown would have de 
direct and immediate appointment of the Com. 


mander in Chief; and through hun, he being 


1emoveable at the pleaiure of the Crown, 1 
would have immediately all the military patr 
nage; and the Crown having a negative upon the 


Governor and Council, that negative, judiciouſy 


exerciſed, would enable a miniſter in reality, ©. 
though not in form, to nominate the hole; 


and the Governor and Council being removeable 


at the will of the Board of Council at home, 
or, in other words, of the Miniſter, the bor, 


patronage of India, civil and military, would be“ 


thrown into the hands of the Crown, while tie 
reiponhbility lodged elſewhere. He appealcd 100 


her in this pans: of 8 which had deaf 


the 'E ill of the Right Ran Genc „ : 
not infinitely more' alarming, than his had ere 
been ſtated to be. If his Eill gave influence a 


patronage, it gave it openly, and with reſponſib- 


lity : Whereas the preſent Bill gives patronage 


a much greater extent; but it gives darkly, 


obliquch 
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: F Mliquely, by Nealth, as it were; and for the 


oy 


abuſe of that influence and patronage thoſe are 


—X reſponſible who had no ſhare in either. 


_ 


Ret", 


Ilis pill had for its object to eſtabliſh the govern- 
ment of India in England, while the Right Hon. 
© Gentleman was defirous to eſtabliſh it in India. 
* There was this material difference between both 
* plans, and which gave a decided ſuperiority to 
the former; that whereas the latter was o far 
removed from the eye, that m the firſt place it 
was no eaſy matter to diſcover the errors of a 
Government at fo great a diſtance: if they could 
pe diſcovered, it would be whim the executive 
government of this country would find it per- 


haps too late to prevent the fatal conſequences | 


of one falſe ſtep, which involves us in wats with 


the native powers of India, and with ſome of 


thoſe of Europe. But when the Government 
ſhould be in England, under the very eye, not 


only of the executive power of this country, but 
_ allo of the controuling power, errors would be 


r 


the ſooner perceived; raſh orders might be ſtopt 


in limine, and thus the feeds of many wars choaked 


in an inſtant. The Board of Privy Counſellors 


were to be an active Board, or it was not; if it 


was not, then in point of controul in ſending out 
diſpatches, the Secretary of State alone had as 
great a power under the act of 1773, as the Board 
would get under this Bill; and if they were to 

| be 


72 


be an aQive Board, then the DireQors, with g a0 
the reſponſibility, would be no more than q. 
phers, to execute the orders of the Board, re. 
taining only to themſelves that reſponfibility 
which in fact ought not to belong to them, when 
they were no longer permitted to have a {hare in 


adviſing the mealures, for which they were to he 


reſponſible. Mr. Fox then recapitulated his ad 


cipal arguments and obiections to the Bill: — Ile 


main. Fic inverted the order of politics, by mak- 


ing the many carry. on the excct ative power, whi le 


Tad it found a weak governtnent in India. | ard 0 3 
far from applying a radical cure to the evil, that 


it ſuffered the very cauſes of its weakneſs to re. 


it gave the controuling power to the few. I: © 7 


149 


would keep up diviſions in the Council, or would == 


_ereate them, by leaving the nomination of Gover- | 5 


nor and two of the Council to the Company, - 


While the I 3 was to Bave the power of recall : 


and alfo by re: dering the Commander in Chief, 


uncl conſequently the milttary, entirely indepen 4 


dent of the civil power. It would leave the pa- 


In a word, it places the government of India out 


of fight and at a dillance, ſo that ſome two years 
would paſs over before an evil could be reme- 


died, 


tronage of the Company nominally in the Courts 3 
of Directors or Proprietors, but ſubſſantially in 
the Crown, by virtue of its negative upon all ap 
poinments to ſeats at the Council Hoards in India. 
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died, 2 war prevented, or a Ielinquent brought 


home; and thus the Houſe of Commons, which 
Noosbt! in fact to be the great controuling power 
of every branch of executive government in the 


5 empire, could not exerciſe that power over a go- 
vernment at the diſtance of 10,000 miles, which 
it could exert over a government at home, and 


ing talents; 
rive at that power, to which his abilities would in 


under their eye. After having recapitulated, he 
addreſſed himſelf to Mr. Pitt; he lamented that 


Pf) . OE 8 


by an untimely ambition he had blaſted the legi- 


| timate hopes that might be derived from his ſhin- 


and by too great an eagerneſs to ar- 


time have raiſed him, he forfeited the confidence 


of that Houſe, and of the public; and ſacrificed 


his country and its conſtitution to his ambition. 
Mr. Powys apologized to the Houſe for pre- 
ſuming to put himſelf forward in a debate of ſuch 
importance as was then under conſideration, 
eſpecially as he placed himſelf in oppoſition to 


the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
whoſe abilities he profeſſed to admire z he hoped 
the conſideration would be met with remper, and 


wiſhed that no aſperity had paſſed on cither ſide 
of the Houſe : He acknowledged himſelf no en- 


thuſiaſtic admirer of the preſent Pill, and declared 
that he did not conſider | it as a model of perfec- 
Ile faw nothing | in it, how- 
L b ever 


tion; far from it. 


Mr. Powys, 
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permanent Adminiſtration at home. 


Point; : 
the Bill, but to the authors, as Gentlemen leemed 
determined that the preſent Miniſters ſhould not 


BE. 


ver, ſo radically bad, as to be incapable of curt, 
and for that reaſon, to render it unfit to go to x 
Having ſaid this, he entered into 


Committee. 
train of reaſoning againſt Mr. Fox's Bill, 


and de. ; 


clared, that in his opinion the means propoſed 
wou counteract the end, inſiſting that the per-. 


mancncy he ſo much wiſhed to eſtabliſh, could : 


never be obtaincd, but by having a ſtrong and 


He denied 


that the preſent Bill gave any Patronage to the 


Crown, having ſole power to recall and not to ap- 
he contended that the objection was not to 


carry any meaſure he inſiſted that the Bill con- 


rained nothing that ought to operate againſt its 
going to a Committee—and declared he would 


not vote for it, if it increaſed the influence ob 


the Crown. 


Mr. Montague ſai, as he had the honour of | 


having been named to act with ſix other gentle- 
men in the former Bill, he thought it unneceſſary 
for him to enter into a juſtification of character; 
he, as well for himſelf as for every other gentleman 
named in the former Bill, would deſy the tongue 


of ſlander to fix any imputation on their charac- 
ters; he acknowledged his friendſhip and attach- 


ment to the late Marquis of Rockingham; he 


gloried 


"8K 


| CPS 1 

bor ed in his attachment to a character ſo troly 

reſpectable: As to the charge of inability and 
"inexperience, for himſelf he was ready to plead 
guilty, He denied that the former Bill gave that 
vnlimitted Patronage alcribed to it. If he and 

his colleagurs had acted, he was confident no im- 
= proper ulc would have been made of that degree 
© of power they were to poſſeſs. It had been given 


1 . out, that if the Bill had piſſed into a law a total 


change was to take place as well in the appoint- 
- ments abroad as at home. This he poſitively de- 
8 nieds, for no perſon would have been removed 
i 5 that acted with propriety in his fituation. 

: Sir William Dolben recommended union; Sir 5 
3 > William complimented Mr. I'ox upon the open 
and candid manner in which he had proceeded, 
| : yet thought he was too ſevere when he ſtated the 
3 propoſitions from the India Houſe to have been 
5 obtained by fallacy and cheating; he alſo thought. 


= x the conſent of the Company EA to the ex- 


tent that was ſtated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
2 chequer—he owned that the Bill was defective 
5 : yet wiſhed it to go into a C: mmittee. The vita 
Ws parts of Mr. Fox's Bill, (as he called it) received 
7 3 his entire approbation, yet many Gentlemen who 
3 ; were his friends voted againſt that Bill; bat as 
ES the Honourable Gentleman had declared, that if 
== the preſent Bill was rejected, he would bring in 
5 855 5 another 


Nee 8 
eee eee 


\ | MriErfkine, 
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another, ſubmitting to ſuch regulations as the 
Houle ſhould think proper, provided the prin. | 
ciple was preſerved, he was not without hope 


that ſome ſalutary regulation would take place; 


he ſpoke in terms of enthuſiaſm of the late Lord 


Chatham, who he declared had raiſed this coun. 5 


try from the brink of ruin to a degree of glory 2 
unexampled in hiſtory. He moſt ardently wiſh. 


ed to ſee a ſon of that great man united from 
principle with the Honourable Gentleman below 


their country. 


Mr. Er/kinve made an animated ſpeech againſt ; 
the Bill Mr. Erſkine trod a good deal in Mr. 3 
Fox's ſteps, uling many ſimilar arguments, bor 
extending their application, and giving them new 
force, The firſt point Mr, Erſkine ſat out wit, 
was taking notice of a part. of Mr. Powys's argu- 
ment, in which he had declared that if he thought 4 


the preſe nt Bill gave the Crown as much Patro- 


That it did give the Crown as much influence, 
Mr Erſkine undertook to prove, and in order to 
do ſo, he went into ſeveral arguments to ſhew, 


that a power of recall was a ſpecies of influence 


ſtill more dreaded than a power of appointment; 
it was, he ſaid, like the rod of diſſolution, that 


had 


him, and exerting their abilities for the ſervice of 5 


nage, or any thing like it, as Mr. Fox's Bill had 
given Commiſſioners, he would vote againſt it. 


0” Hd 
SR, 
3 


1 


the had hung over the head of that Houſe ſo long, 
Prin. © for the purpoſe of influencing their votes and, 
hope menacing them from acting freely and indepen- 


lace; dently. 


Lord Mr. Powys roſe to reply, and among other v Mr Ponys 


oun. "things ſaid, he could not diſcover how the learned 
lory | "Gentleman could make out that the Patronage 


viſh. © . given to the Crown under the preſent Bill, was 


from Equal to that given to the Commiſſioners under 
los, the Bill of Mr. Fox, but perhaps he had ingenuity 
e of dene to prove, that half was more than the 
whole. Mr. Powys ſaid alſo, that his doubts 
ind | whether the power of recall ſhould not be guarded | 


Mc. - with the concurrence of Parliament, was one rea- 


be "py : fon why he wiſhed the Bill to go to a Committee. 
X# f The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe next, and Chancellor 


Jew. cf the 
ich. made one of the moſt animated and excellent r- aer. 
5 ſpeeches he has delivered this ſeſſion. He directed 
5 nis arguments ſolely in reply to the ſpeeches of 


much, as to make them eaſily brought in view, 


Mr. Fox and Mr. Erſkine, declaring that both 
thoſe Gentlemen had narrowed their objections ſo 


and eaſily anſwered. He declared Mr. Fox had 
grolsly miſrepreſented the Board the Bill went to 


t9 5 inſtitute, by deeming it a commiſſion without re- 


< 


ſponſibility, whereas the Board was to counter- 


82 
>. 
* 


„for their whole conduct. He ſaid they had like- 


t wile a power to ſend „ and hints to the 


bis irectors 


ſign all the diſpatches, and to become anſwerable 


[3 
DireQors when meaſures neceſſary to be purſued | 
ſuggeſted theinſelves to them, from their acquain- 


tance with the ſtate of affairs in India, and the 


Directors were bound to take theſe ſuggeſtions 


into confideration, and to act upon them: he 


was extremely ſevere on Mr. Erikine. who he 
ſaid had ſhewn a moſt accurate memory, in being 
able ſo faithfully to repeat in the courſe of this 


ſpeech the identical arguments that had been uſed 1 
by Mr. Fox. - He pointed out a palpable dif. 


ference however, in one of their arguments, be. 
tween the learned gentleman s Right Hon. Leader, 


aud that Right Hon. Gentleman's learned Reporter, 
Mr. Fox had condemned the Bill becauſe it lodged, 


as he reaſoned, all the power in the Court of Di- 


tectors, and left the Board of Controul without 


any 5 whereas, according to the learned Gentle - 3 
man, the Bill was bad, becauſe it gave all the 


power to the Board of Controul, and left the 


Directors in the miſerable condition of mere 


Clerks. Theſe contradictions Mr. Pitt dwelt on 


for ſome time, and anſwered both. He ſaid he 
would begin with the more ſerious objection; that 


of Mr. Fox, becauſe it was the better argument 


of the two, though extremely fallacious. He 


then went into a minute examination of it, and 


contended that the reverſe was. the fact, the Board 
having great powers, and being in every ſenſe of 


the words, a Loard of active and efficient con- 
troul. 
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1 Kru! 
+ been ſnent upon the ſingle word * check,” and 


„„ 
Full half an hour; Mr. Pitt ſaid, had 


nother half had been waſted in repeating the ar- 
3 upon the fame word, as if the new 


” 4 

. 4 

þ. Mg 

9 
Ls) 


Board had been merely a Board to check the ac- 
| Cunts of the Directors, whereas it was in fact a 


Board of check, controul, and ſuperintendance. 
He argued upon its efficiency for ſome time, and 


. ende. avoured to prove, that ſuch a Board was far 


preferable to the Board of Seven Commiſſioners, 


2 ginſlituted by Mr. Fox's Bill, which Commiſſioners, 

he contended, had been, to be ſubject to no con- 
E 2 troul whatever. Mr. Pitt ſaid, with regard to 
72 5 the Patronage, that the whole of it was left with 


the Directors, excepting only the appointment of 


22 : Commander i in Chief, which he had placed where 
1 it ought to lodge, in the natural executive go- 
3 vernment of Great Britain. After a great many 
3 pointed and pertinent arguments, accompanied : 
3p with a variety of ſarcaſtic remarks on Mr. Fox's 
ws arguments and his Bill, Mr. Pitt concluded with 
e preſing an earneſt hope that the Houle would 
- let his Bill go to a Committee. | 


The Houſe at half palt eleven o'clock divided, 
Ayes — Fp 
Noes — > ew” 222 


Majority againſt the Bill 8 
It was then rejected. 


1 — TY — - - 
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bir. Rigby. The ſtrangers were then kept out for : a ful mp 


hour, Anti which period we underſtand, Mr.“ 


Rigby role and ſtated to the Houſe an election : 


trick, that had been played at Harwich, with z 


view to ſecure the whole intereſt of that Borough 
to Mr. Robertſon. The matter in charge was, 


that ſome new voters had been qualified but laſt 

Saturday ſe'nnight for the purpoſe of ſerving to b 1 95 
give weight to that Gentleman's ſcale. Mr. Righy "= 
was extremely warm, and as he generally 1 is, Plain 


and downright in his language. 


fon. 


giſtracy of Harwich had fallen into ſuch a ſtate of 
decline, that the official duty of the magiſtrates 
was very 11] diſcharged, and the attendance greatly 
neglected; it became therefore neceſſary to 


create ſome Aldermen, which had been done, 


and that one of them had been made room for by 


Mr. Todd having reſigned his gown. Mr. Todd, 


it was ſlated, was Secretary of the General Poſt- 
Oflice, and therefore incapable of doing his duty 
as an Alderman of Harwich. 

MEE When this was adjuſted, Mr. Fox role, ad 
moved for leave to bring in a new Bill for the bet. 
ter regulation and government of the affairs of 


the 


Mr. Robin- His ſpeech called up Mr. Robinſon, who ex- 
plained his conduct with regard to the matter al. 
luded to, and bas far as what Lord North after- 5 
wards ſaid, enabled us to form a gueſs) aſſigned 5 
as a reaſon for what had been done, that the ma- 85 
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Was, 
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plain 3 more than to preſerve our territories in India, and 
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. Faſt- India Company. Mr. Fox again en- 
Plained to the Houſe, that he only deſired to re- 
ſerre two of the principal parts of the old Bill. 


12, that the ſeat of Government of India ſhould 
be at home, and that the ſyſtem ſhould be per- 


manent. All the reſt he was willing to accom- 
"Fnodate to the wiſhes, and the expectations, the 
bop es and the fears of thoſe who had taken alarm 
at the former Bill, and thought it, upon the 
Whole, too ſtrong a meaſure. He eſired nothing 


5 to reſcue Thirty Millions Of ſubjects from op- 


; Freon and injuſtice. He declared, he had no 
wiſhes of a perſonal nature, and if wile and effi- 
cacious means of guarding the Patronage lo as to 


lender it impoſſible to have it brought into opera- 
3 tion, with a view to influence, could be ſug- 
3 geſted, he would readily agree to the adopting 
1 Ss of ſuch means, or come into any propoſition that 


Gentlemen of either ſide the Houle might pro- 
| pole, to make the Bill ſuch as ſhould take away 
all cauſe of alarm, and render the meaſure uni- 
verſally palatable. Th: two only points that he 
wiſhed to have reſerved, were, he ſaid, thoſe he 
had mentioned, and his fole realon for wiſhing for 
thoſe, was, that he was convinced it was more 
[ale for this country, to have the adminiſtration of 
Eaſt-India affairs at home, where it could be 
watched, than abroad. at ſo conſiderable a dil- 
NI "= tance 
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tance as India, and becauſe he was likewiſe cor. 


regard to India, could prove of any real util 
that depended on the pleaſure of the Crown, an! 


making his motion. 


tor General, 


Bill a ſecond time abſurd and uſeleſs. 


Mr. Fox. 


nary that the learned Gentleman ſhould perfiſt 
in miſrepreſenting him, and declaring the Bill he 
intended to bring in, to be the ſame Bill as that 
he had before brought in, after he had ſo expreſsly 
declared that it was no ſuch thing; and it was 
the more extiaordinary, as that fame learned 
Gentleman had himſelf been the perſon to remark, 


clared the ſtrongeſt object ions to different parts of 


Fly his Bill, that he had changed his opinion, and at 
\ N length given way, notwithſtanding his former de- 
„ claration, (which he O. "ned he had once made) 


that 


vinced, that no ſyſtem of adminiſtration, wi, 


Mr. Fox roſe with ſome warmth, and charged 
the Solicitor General with wilful miſrepreſenta- © 
tion. Mfr, Fox ſaid, it was not a little extraordi- 


{ome time ſince, when he firſt fignified his readi- | 
14 5 neſs to meet the wiſhes of thoſe who had de- 


was not permanent. Mr. Fox concluded with 5 


Ar. Sollci- Mr. Solicitor General obſerved, that the Bill now 7 5 
moved for was in effect the ſame Bill, as thet le 
Right Honourable Gentleman had before into. 
duced, and upon which the opinion of Parliament 1 
had already been taken. Mr. Solicitor briefly © 
ſtated, why he thought the introduction of ſuch a | 


I... ES ous d e of = N an 8 
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le co. 

by bat he would bring in the ſame Bill exatily all 
_ 8 bu the title, for that Bill which the majority of 4 
n 1 the Houſe had ſupported, he was determined te \ 


| bare patic ed. Mr. Fox repeated that he had but 
"the two points he had mentioned, of all thole 
; aha conſtituted the former Bill, which he deſired 


| with : bY 


wok © prelerve. If the Houſe ſhould happen to dif- 
el the BE. | 
my ter with him as to thoſe points, he muſt ſubmit 
1 5 to their opinion. He hoped however they would 


iefl, not, and if they did not, there was no other part 
Kl 5 ok the Bill which he would not readily accommo- 
> date to the general wiſh. Mr. Fox having put 
this matter very ſtrongly, took notice of the ideas 
that prevailed of a diffolution of Parliament be- 
ning determined on as a meaſure to follow the vote 
at had been juſt given by the Houſe. He ſaid, 
37 > conſidering the fituation in which he ſtood, con- 
1 4 fdering the Reſolutions they had lately come to, 
and conſidering the quantity of public buſineſs 
C L chat preſſed for diſpatch, he could not believe 
Chat there was any foundation for thoſe ideas. 


© He thought the royal word pledged for their con- 
: tinuing a Parliament. He was perſuaded the 
= Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him, 
# after what his Honourable Friend had ſaid for 
him in his abſence upon the ſubject, and after 


what he had laid upon it himſelf, entertained no 
intention to give his royal maſter any ſuch ad- 
4 vice. Advice which he could view in no other 


Mr. Solic!- 
to * Ori 5 


Ser. rey 
Coq per. 


not poſſibly give ſuch a report credit, on account 


tion. Mr. Fox laid, an Addrels to the Crown 5 


would ſtand. 


had been voted ! ? 


1 84 J 5 
light but as moſt criminal counſel. So criminal, : 4 
in his opinion, fo raſh, and ſo imprudent, tha 


nothing ſhould have induced him for a moment 
to have conceived it poſſible that any ſuch ade i 
could be given to the Crown, were it not that the | 
friends of Adminiſtration all declared that a diſſo- £ 

lution would take place, and it was notorious, that 1 | 
their agents and adherents were buſy in canval. 
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ſing boroughs, and preparing for a general elec. | 
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might be neceſſar y. 


Mr. Solucutor General ſaid a few words in e. 
. 
: 


planati on. 

Sir Grey Cooper made a ſhort freeth on the ſub- 
ject of a diſſolution. 
fidently aſſerted, that ſuch a meaſure was to fol- 
low a vote againſt the Bill of the Right Honours- 
able Gentleman over the way, but that he could 


"SIE Grey laid, report con- 


of the extraordinary predicament in which the 
Miniſters, who ſhould adviſe ſuch a meaſure, 
that if Par- 
a great ſtanding army 
would exiſt in the country without any controul, 


Were they aware, 
liament was diſſolved, 


and that two millions ſeven hundred and t» enty 
thouſand pounds more than had been appointed, 
This was contrary to the law 
of Parliament, and to uſe any of this money be- 
fore it had been appropriated, was contrary to the 
law 


E 


1 Jaw of the land, it having been declared ſo by an 


- ſtatute. 


4 Right Honourable Gentleman” s having Gai: - 
5 al wiſhes of the Houle; and as to the Patronage, 


5 | Gentleman might tie himſelf up by an Act of King, 
Fords, and Commons, not to ſend out a ſingle 


I ILAT ER. "Ke e 
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5 fore years, for upcn enquiry into the number 


5 this time in India, he had no doubt but it would 


Prelidencies, &c. &c. were greatly over-loaded. 


5 Bight Honourable Gentleman would adopt the 
Wea of eſtabliſhing in future, that the Com- 


TY 0141 
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Ir. Dempſter roſe to declare his ſatisfaction at We: Demp- 
re 1dinels to accommodate the Bill to the gene- 


5 he ſaid, he verily believed the Right tionourable 


perſon to India as a ſervant to the Company for 
bat had been ſent out of late, and that were at 
BY be found, that all the N ents of the dilferent 


E Thc ſituation and Fe of the Company 5 
de rvants called loudly for enquity and reform; 
. Þc hoped both would take place, and that the 


Wany's tervants abroad ſhould all riſe by gra- 
Wation and regular ſucceſſion. ILile Mr. Demp- 
a Was ſpeaking on theſe points, Mr Dundas kept 
= + dding afjent uni ſus head.) ter. Lempller 
3 ter this took notice of the idea of a Diſſo- 
14 tion, and ſaid, he could not poſlibly think that 
bis Majeſty s Miniſters had any intention, in 
he derth of Winter, while all the ſnow lay 
pon the ground. to ſend them down to their 
Conltituents, | 
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Conſtituents. He declared, had ſuch a meaſy,. 
been adopted a fortnight fince, the flrongeſt a 
his conſtituents muſt have carried the electos 
for no other perſon could have reached M 
place where the election was held. Mr. ben 
ſter ſaid, he hoped the Right Honourable Ce. 


tleman oppolite to him would riſe and gin 
the Houle ſatisfaction on a matter of fo rea 
importance to every gentleman preſent. I 
Houſe had a right to expect it; he wiſhed, how... 


ever, that no addreis might be moved. becauſe be - 


was inclined to truſt the royal word implicith,” 
and to agree in opinion with the young g gent. n 
man, a Member of that Houſe, who had ail, 


that after ſuch an anſwer had been gracioufly given 3 


n. Con- 
* 4 90 


_ Mr. Pi dat ft ill. 


_ to1ike, and give the Houſe an explanation of tha . 
part of his Majeſty's anſwer to their Addreb, W 
which promiſcd that they ſhould not be inter 


by his Majeſty to the Addreſs, there was „ 
ground for ſuſpicion, and that he would not be.. 
lieve, there was to be a diſſolution of Parliament, 


till a diffolution atually took place. 85 


There was a general cry of Mr. Pitt ! M. 1 
Pitt! Mr. Pitt! from all fides of the Heut, bu 


General Conw then warmly ur «4 Mr. Pix 4 
Y . ary 95 


rupted in their deliberations on the affairs of India, 
He ſaid, it was the duty of the Right Honourabbe 5 
Gentleman, as a Miniſter, to give the Houſe ſatis- F 
faction 1 


an. — Much intereſted. That they had a right to inſiſt 
by en it Ik his Majeſty had meant merely that Par- 
ed I. Fament ſhould be diſſolved during the late receſs, 
Dem! that Houſe had been lulled into a falſe ſecurity, and 
e þ Phile Gentlemen were doing their duty there, un- 
J gin. Sir means were carrying on with their conſtituents 
; 0 deprive them of their chance of being again 
oy Feturned to their ſeats. This was an inſult to the 
bor. Houle, as well as an injuſtice. It was notorious, 
A = the General ſaid, that indirect means were prac- 
ici, "Bcd under the countenance of his Majeſty” s pre- 
a, 5 ent Miniſters to get majorities, and that their 
1 f 3 gents were going about bribing — | 
Ihe General was called to order, and the Chan- T 
= = Te!lor / the Exchequer roſe to ſay, if he had col- 
101 * ae the exprellion chat had been juſt uled by 
ines] the Honourable General, he had heard him lay, : 
Mat the agents of the preſent Miniſtry were gong about ö 
/ W. E e if the Honourable General could prove 
5 ile charge, he challenged him to do ſo. 


e, bu 
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aon upon a point in which they were all lo 


General Conway reſumed his argument, 


. [= he ceneral aſſertion he had thrown out. 


5 5 aid, what the Houſe had juſt heard relative to 
6 larwich was ſufficient to eſtabliſh the truth of 
Tat 


and 1 Con | 


Way. 


it was notorious the agents of the Miniſtry had 


755 been at work for ſome me, that their vat. Catchers 


Chancettae: 
of the I x- 


(i. ed 
— 


* 
1 « 


warmth, faid, that no arguments, however artful, Þ 
no ſtrong words thrown out with a view to put 


ſhould draw him alide from that fixed pur- 
pole, which, upon mature deliberation, he had 


that no arts had been ſpared to work upon th. 2 
fears and deſires, the wants and the weak cneſſcs off 
the Members of that Houle. After having urge“ 


this very pointedly, the General expreſſed al 4 
aſtoniſhment, that the Right Hon. Gentleman dy? 
not immediately riſe and ſatisfy the Houſe up 


the matter in queſtion. It was neceſſary for bi 
own honour, that he ſhould do ſo. Let him rec., 


lect that he had pledged himſelf to the Houk 8 
to account for his conduct for the paſt ten day; 
why would be not diſcharge that eng benen 
then ? It would be highly indecent in him to fe. 85 


main ſilent, after what had been ſaid; he ought | 5 


therefore, from every conlideration, to riſe an 
give the Houſe an explanation of the anſwer 9 of 5 


the King, for which he was reſponſible as a Mi. ” 


niſter. The General uſed ſome ſtrong languaz 7 
to enforce his requiſition, and laid, he ſpoke ſear. | 5 
: leſsly, becauſe he knew he ſpoke ene : 
it the other ide dilliked his words they might 85 


The lane of the Exchequer roſe as ſoon as i 
General Conway fat down, and, in a tone of fome 


him off his guard, nor any exprellions of any i 
kind that the Honourable General could ule, _ 


| been 


pon te x [ 89 ] 
elles 5 1 
been convinced it was his duty to adhere to. 


his ; Tor the Houſe he entertained the greateſt reſpect, 
: gand he was defirous of marking that reſpe&t 
2 N Fon every occaſion that offered, but even his reſpect 
for N for the Houſe ſhould not betray him into any 


1 3 that appeared to him inconſiſtent with his 

eco 

Ho duty. He was perſuaded, it was not incum- 
bent on him as a Miniſter to anſwer inter- 


| days, 


emer 4 
—_— and unparliamentary as that which had been 
| o fe. 98 1 
e Fuſed by the Right Honourable General, and be- 
ough, | np” | 
= ing ſo perſuaded, to fuch interrogatories. hs 
e and 3 | . | 2 1 Rt 
XZ would make no anſwer. Individual Members 


4 


* rogatories put him in a language ſo harſh 


M. had no right to call upon him for replies to queſ- 
a Mi. _. JF 5 
tions, involving in them great and important con- 


Suse 5 FE | Ro | : | | | Ta ; 
1 3 ſiderations; they muſt not therefore wonder at 
cal. 9 55 : 


1 his ſilence. The Honourable General, not con- 


a I £2 : 27 Ye 8 o A 1 | : bn | * : 
| d²ſtent with putting interrogatories to him on ſpecific 


night 5 bf | a : i 5 ; 
points, had called upon him to riſe and give 


S 

2 

ty 
. 


gan account of the mo! ives of his conduct for 
- 4 the paſt ten days. Fe had certainly pledged 
hhimſelf to riſe when the proper time came, aud 
to account to the Houſe for the motives that 
had induced him to continue in his office as a 
Miniſter, after the reſolution that had palled ; in 
the laſt week; when tlie proper time came, he 
would riſe and fulſil that pledge, but that was 
not the proper time. He repeated the expreſſion 
of General Conway, that * the agents of the late 
N Miniſtry. 
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WiyYs 


of the diforderly and unparliamentary language 7 


Latin quotation, addreſſed to that Gentleman > 
which, if our ear caught it correctly, was this; 


Gen. Con- 


tleman's ſilence on a great conſtitutional que ſtion 


had a right to inſiſt on an anfwer. He ſaid no 
man difputed the prerogative of the Crown as to 


that Houſe had a right to controul the exercife of 
that prerogative, and to adviſe againſt the impro- 
per ule of it, if any were likely to be made. 


Miniſtry; were going about br:bzmg,” and urge? ; | 
the indecency of making ſc heavy a charge in 1 
looſe manner, and wmhout offering any thing | 5 
like proof of the accuſation, Mr Pitt took ro- 5 ; 
tice of General Conway's having faid, it was fo: f 
his honour, that he ſhould fatisfy the Houſe, 7 5 


He begged to tell the Honourable General tha £7 


he was the beſt judge of his own honour, and tha: 
he ſtood in need of no adviſer how to act where 15 
his honour was concerned. After dwelling upon 
this with ſome reſentment, he again complained | 15 ? 


* » r 
, . 1 
N N + Fan . 
3 N » 8 os 
1 2p — 24 


of the Honourable General, concluding with a 


in omnibus rebus modeſtia, et lemperamento li gu 5 
Ado lſens enem dicero. | 

General Conway rofe again, and denied that 
his language had been either diſorderly or unpar- 
liamentary. He faid the Right Honourable Gen- 


was extremely unjuſtifiable, and that the Houle 


diſſolution or prorogation, but he was convinced 


Lord 


i 5 
| == Lord Pelaval made a ſhort ſpeech, in which 
Bis Lordibip ſhewed the difference between the 
two Bills, giving that of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman over the way (Mr. Fox) the preſe- 
' rence; he declared, however, that it gave him 
additional ſatisfaction to hear the parts of that 
Bill at which many very worthy perſons had taken 
an alarm, were to be omitted in the new Bill, and 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman had agreed 
to make it as generally palatable as poſſible. His 
Lordſhip alſo called on Mr. Pitt to give the 
Houſe the ſatisfaction they had aſked for, touch - 
ing the diſſolution of Parliament. 

Lord Surry ſaid, if the Right Honourable Lal: Gary,” 
Gentleman did not chaſe to anſwer ſo plain a 
queſtion, he would, when the preſent motion was 
diſpoſed of, make a motion for an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, humbly intreating his Majeſty not to 
diſſolve them. If that Addreſs ſhould be carri- 
ed, it would naturally be taken to St. James's by 
the Members who were Privy Counſellors ; and 
he conceived, as the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man was ene, he would have to wait on his Ma- 
jeſty with it; and he could not ſuppoſe, that im- 
madiately after carrying up ſuch an Addreſs, the 
S Right Honourable Gentleman would adviſe his 
- Majeſty to exerciſe his prerogative of diſſolution. 

The queſtion was put and agreed to. 5 

N 2 3 Mr. 
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NI Is Sheti- 
dan. 


he was himſelf the author, or refuſe to ſatisf, 
the Houſe on a point of the firſt importance to the 


would be highly neceſſary to take a queſtion upon 


future. Such a denial, he was ſure was directly 
contrary both to the practice and the principles of 
the conſtitution. Mr. Sheridan faid farther, that 
before he fat down he would make a motion that 
he was perſuaded the preſent Secretary at War 
would readily ſecond. It was for Harry Har- 
mood, Eſq. the Clerk of the Parliamentary In- 
rolment, to attend the Houſe that day. Mr, 


impartiality, and not let ſone of the candidates 


proper delivery of them. Mr. Sher! idan con- 
cluded with making his motion. 


ruticnal doErine, that a Miniſter was obliged 
verbally in that Houſe to explain his meaning in 


pg Ki an) 
17 y 


it, in order to put the matter out of doubt for 


Sheridan explained that the reaſon of his making 
that motion was in order that Mr, Harmood might 
have directions to deliver cut the new writs, if 
there was to be a diſſolution, with fairneſs and 


derive an undue advantage from a partial and im- 


| Li. Bahn. Lord Mahon role to deny, that it was a conſti- 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, if ſuch doctrines were tg = 
prevail, as that a Miniſter could conſtitutionally | 
refuſe to explain an ambiguous part of an aoſwer 
from his Majeſty to that Houſe, of which anſwer © 


Houſe, being no leſs than their own exiſtence, it 


8 


93 1 
e Public Ae of his Adminiſtration ; the Mi- 
— miſterial Acts, ſpoke for themſelves, 
Lord North admitted, that no Miniſter was Lord North. 


ond to anlwer the interrogatories of individual 
Members of that Houle, upon every occaſion, 
but he thought the cale was widely different, 


where a queſtion put by any individual Member 

| Sidently carried with it general concurrence, and | 
5 convey ed the ſenſe of the majority. In the pre- 
5 kent calc, it was evident the Houſe, as far as a 
— 72 majority made a Houſe, was anxious to hear whe- 
1 55M ther diſſolution was ſo near at hand as it had been 
4 id to be; he therefore could not but be of opi- 
1 nion, that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
| might have anſwered che queſtion without any de- 


; gradation of his dignity as a Miniſter. 
His Lordſhip having ſaid this, declared that he 


could not bring bimſelf to believe that there was 
gan intention to diſſolve the Parliament, and yet 


ſuch preparations for diſſolution were going on 


. 3 every where, and ſo many threats had been held 
ou, to that Houſe, that there was no preventing 
5 4 the public at large from thinking that it was. At 
7 Harwich, for inſtance, the Houſe had 30 that 


new voters had been made; for his part. from 


1 what the Gentleman accuſed to have been nibbling 
- 3 there, had ſaid in his defence, he could not ſee, 
| | that there was any great harm in what had been 

done. To go down to Harwich, and to put the 


magiſtracy 


4 9 ] 


wnagittracy in a ſtate of ability to attend pun. 
tually, and fully diſcharge their duty, were u g 
doubtedl, ads perfectly legal, perfectly conſtiu 
tional. Ihe time of doing it, to be ſure, was 2 
little ſuſpicious; that a conſcientious defire of hu 
ing the duty of the Magiltrates duly diſchaigel. 1 
ſhould not have happened to have impreſſed th, 
Hon. Gentleman before, but ſhould have done h 5 7 
at this particular crilis, was undoubtedly rate 
extraordinary. In Ike manner, that Mr. Tod 
ſhould juſt now have reſigned his gown as an Alder 
man of Harwich, on the plea of his being Secretary} : 4 
to the General Poſt-Oſſice, and therefore incapabl| 5 
of attending his Wp was ſomewhat wil Rravgezh E 


44% 


n Offic many years, and 5 . Ewe 
reaſon for his refignation had all along exiſted, 
His Lordſhip having railed a laugh at this, pro.“ 
cceded to remonſtrate with Mr. Pitt for his re- 55 
maining ſilent when called upon to explain an an- 5 
ſwer from the King to that Houſe, of which an- 5 
ſver he was indiſputably the author, He ſaid 8 
the Right Hon Gentleman's Hon. friend having Þ 
pledged himſelf in his name to the Hou; , be- 
ſore the holidays, that Parliament ſhould not be 
diſſolved, and this having been afterwards ex- 

plained away, added to the extraordinary decla- 
ration of the Right Hon. Gentleman himlelt, that 
le would not comment on the Amg's Speech, made 

It 


2 op cd therefore, the Right Hon. Gentleman - 


3 na ſituation, and declared, after the India 


5 1 N I 
8 the more neceſſary, that he ſhould now riſe and 
7 © the Houſe the ſatisfaction on it, required. He 


* Buld do fo, and expell all their doubts at once. 
He arged as another reaſon for his doing fo, that 
e terror of a dillolutioa had obviouſly been held 
ver their heads with a view to influence their de- 
- that in particular it had been made uſe of 


influence the debate of that day; for the ho- 
5 Dur. therefore, of Adminiſtration, the matter 
0 ght to be cleared up immediately. 
8 Lord Surry ſaid, he thought the fairer way to Lord Surry, | 
3 me at the fact, or rather to prevent a diſſolu- 


7 


pn, would be, to move an Addreſs to his Ma- 
iy upon the point in debate at once, and not 
do it by a motion of the kind chat had been 


: E : bored, 
1 Mr. Eden roſe, and 3 a 1 of the Mr, Eder, 
Y King's Anſwer to the Addreſs of the Houle, 


Thich he ſaid was ambiguous, and required ex- 
Wanation. He conceived he had a right to call 


43 the Right Hon. Gentleman to explain it; and 
5 it could be done no otherwiſe, he would make 


| queſtion, and take the fenſe of the Houle | 
pon it. 


Z Mr. Fox roſe once more, and reminded the Mr. Fez. 


Debt Hon. Gentleman of his having a few days 
Pelore admitted that he ſtood in a new and extra- 


Bill | 


. 9 Ban ev 


that night's converſation. Having put this with Þ 


and faid, that Houſe was treated with unparallcllel | 
indignity by the Right Hon. Gentleman, who 
ſeemed determined to diſregard their wiſhes, and | 


E 
Bill had been diſcuſſed, that he would explainl“ 
motives for having continued to hold his of, 
under circumſtances ſo avowedly new and exin | 
ordinary. Ihis, he thought, of all others, th 
molt proper time for the Right Hon. Gentlens 
to fulfil that promiſe, and he declared, if th | 


Right Hon. Gentleman was as much his friend, al 2 


he was the friend of any Hon. Gentleman Wy! 
ſat near him, he would adviſe him to ſeize thi 
opportunity © of ſtating thoſe motives. Mr. Fa 


urged this with great appearance of ſincerity an 


candour, repeating again and again how new an} 
extraordinary a Cale it was for a Miniſter to con-“ 


tinue in office after the Houle of Commons half 


palled a Relolution, declaratory of their dap 


probation of that Miniſter. Having puſhed wo 


appeal with conſiderable energy, but with no ſuc", 
cels, he took notice of the Latin quotation which 


Mr. Pitt had addreſſed to General Conway, l 5 
ſaid, be could tranſlate temperamento linguæ, ml 


otherwiſe, than 20 Jay nothing, for ſuch was the 
example which the ado'cſcens had given the ſenem in 


ſome plealantry, Mr. Fox reſumed his argument 


allord them no latisſaction where he ought to have | : 
been explicit and open. | | E 
Mr. Marti E 
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. that had been put to him, ſomething ſo conſtitu- 
11 tional, that the Right Hon. ought to giwe ſome 


13 1 nle of his duty; he called upon the Right Hon. 


| niiter, and affecting to ſmile, as often as the Houſe 
EE RR their anxiety to be ſatisfied about the 
- important buſineſs of their exiſtence or dillo- 


1 5 


„ late hour, and conſidering the important buſineſs 
5 + | that had been | gone (through, he would take the 


rr 
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4 Martin ſaid, though he bad many times Mr. Martin. 


is 


1. with the Right Hon. Gentleman, yet he 
thought there was ſomething ſo fair in the queſtion 


anſwer to the Houle, and if he did not, he de- 
klared he would vote againſt him upon the quel- 


tion if it came to a diviſion. 


Mr. Clarteris declared his #4 own independence, Mr: Char: 
terls. - 


but his 


. 
7 : 


and ſaid, he had no motive for riling, 


% entleman nv longer to perſevere in his ſullen 
ſilence, and refule to reply, but to riſe and give 


— Houle that latisfaction they requelted, and had | 

a right to expect. Mr. Charteris alſo took notice | 5 | 

EE Y che conduct of Mr. Dundas, and charged that PE | 
no gentleman with fitting at the elbow of the Mi- 1} 


lution. 
During the above debate, at the << of almoſt I 
_ every Gentleman's ſpeech, Mr. Pitt was called | 
upon to rile, by many Members, but to no pur- : 
J pog. At length 
Mr. Sheridan's motion was put and carried 
Mr. Fox then roſe, and ſaid, conſidering the Mr, Fox, 


0 liberty 


E : 
liberty of recommending it to that inſulted Hy. 
to adjourn without making any more mot 
The temper of the Right Hon. Gentleman,“ | 

ſaid, might poffibly be deranged in conſequence, 
| what had paſſed. In fairneſs therefore to hi 
he would wiſh to afford time enough for him I | 
recollect himſelf, and to conſider, whether he hy | 
treated the Houſe with that reſpect which 5 
| Houſe deſerved from a Miniſter ftanding in! 
peculiar circumſtances. A few hours would b. 
before they met again, and by that time the 
would themſelves be able to judge what other ſen,” 
were proper to be taken. 3 
Upon this the queſtion of adjournment e 1 
Twelve at Noon, was put and carried. » 


55 


I be Houle then roſe, it being TWO in i 
Morning. ; 
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Saturday, January 24, 1784. 


TION FOR AMENDING THE ACT RESPECT= - 
inc MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, : 


» 


| 1 VERY full attendance appeared about half 
iſt two, and at three o'clock the Speaker took 


-."- e Chair. 
ment 
28 e ſaw the Right Honourable the Chancellor of 
"the Exchequer in his place, he would put a ſhort | 


r. Powys roſe, ia gave wotice: that as ſoon Mr. Powys. 


Pon to him, and upon his anſwer, or his 
maining ſilent, would depend, whether he 


5 ſhould offer a motion to the conſideration of the 


© Houſe or not. 
lr. Sheridan then moved. that the Order of — 


E 10 4h 
8 


1 
br 


he Day might be read; this being complied with, 
and Mr. Smith, the Deputy of Harry Harmood, 


1 Eq. being brought to the Far, Mr. Sheridan 


AMured the Speaker, that he did not wiſh to 


Hearn when the diſſolution of Parliament was to 


e place, from the witneſs at the Bar. He had 


© moved for his attendance for another purpoſe, 


O 2 Which 


n 


0 


which he now found could be better anſwered hy 1 
other means. He therefore moved, that the vit. 


neſs be diſcharged. 
Mr. Smith was diſchar ged accordingly, 


8 Sheri- Mr. Sheridan then ſaid a few words on the ne. 


ceſſity of ſome regulations being made relative to 
the conduct of elections for members to ſerve | in 


Parliament, and moved, 


That un act of ine ſeventh and eighth of Þ 
King William the Third, intitled * An at Þ 
c for the further regulating the election of Mem. Þ 
« hers to ſerve in Parliament, and for the pre- FF 


* venting irregular proceedings of Sheriffs, and 
* Other officers, in the electing and returning 
* ſuch Members, might be read, 8 AND be- 
ing done, | 
He moved, © That leave be; given to bring! in 
% a Bill to explain and amend the faid Act, with 
5 5 to the conveyance and delivery of writs 
for electing Members to ſerve in Parliament.” 


4. Webb, Mr. Webb roſe to ſecond the motion, and 


ſtated to the Houſe the ſhameſul delay that had 
been made at the laſt general election with regard 
to the writ for Glouceſter, which had been de. 
tained through Treaſury influence ten days in 
Parliament:ſtreet. 


The motion was put and agreed to, and Mr. 


Sheridan, and Mr. Eden, and Mr. Webb, Ec. 


were diected to pr epare and bring 1 in the ſame. 
ImroRTANT 


* 


a 


IAI PORTANT ConveRSATION RESPECTING A 
Repokr OF THE DisSOLUTION OF ParLiia- 


_ MENT, 


As it was known that the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer was at that time engaged at a Cabinet 
Council, then fitting at St. James's, the Houſe 
waited till after four o'clock before he arrived, 


andes ſoon as he had taken his ſeat, Mr. Powys 
role, under a viſible impreſſion of great ſenſibi- 


lity, and declared, the very extraordinary and diſ- 


Mc: 5 Powys. 


graceful ſcene he had bren a witnefs to, before 


the Houſe pirted that morning, had ſo ſhocked 


him, that it had not been ES from his mind 
one moment. tHe could think upon nothing. 


elle, and he begged leave to return his molt ſin- 
cere thanks to the Right Hon. Gentleman [Mr. 
Fox] who had fo generouſly interpoſed his great 


authority with the Houſe, and pur an end to it. 


From the habits of intimacy and friendſhip, in 


which he was known to have the happineſs and 
honour to live with the Right Hon. the Chan- 
cellor ot his Majeſty's Exchequer, and from the 


unitorm ſupport he had given him while in office, 


It might be conjectured, that his preſent conduct 


part with them, and he aſſured them molt ſolemnly, 


was founded on ſome confederacy, ſome pre-con- 
certed contrivance; he hoped that the Houſe 
would believe, that he was above acting a double 


that 


6-64 4 
that ſince he had ſeen the Right Hon. Gentleman 
in his place the preceding night, he had neither 
directly or indirectly had the ſmalleſt communi. 
cation with him, He rote now to put a ſhort 
queſtion to the Right IJon Gentleman, aid tq 
that queltion, he deſired an anſwer, from which, 
or from the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſilence, he 
ſhould be governed in his conduct with regard to 
the neceſſity of making any motion then or not. 
At the ſame time he deſired to aſſure the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, that he ſhould not conſtrue his 


on the Houle or himſelf, but ſhould conclude 
from it how he ought to act. The queſtion was, 
« Could the Right Hon. Gentleman pledge him- 
Ms. „ {}If, that they would meet there as a Houſe of 


down, Mr. Powys role again, and ſaid, 1 put the 
« quiſtion to the Right Hon. Gentleman as a 
* Miniſter,” 


The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after a mo- 


cellot of th 


Eachequer, * mentary pauſe, role and ſaid, he law no reaſon to 


depart from that line of conduct, which he had 
uniformly purſued, of refuſing to pledge him- 
ſelf as to anyadvice, he might or might not, under 
any poſſible circumſtances, think proper to give his 
Majeſty ; but with regard to the preſent queſtion, 
the ſingle point, whether that Houſe were to meet 
again, he thought he might venture to ſay, that 


66 he 
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ſilence as any mark of contempt or inſult either 


Parliament on Monday next?” As he was ſitting 
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« he had no intention to adviſe his Majeſty to 
« prevent that Houſe from meeting on Monday.“ 

Mr. Pcwys roſe again, and begged to know, *} Mr. Powys. 
he was to conſider what the Right Hon. Gentle— 


man had ſaid, as the declaration of a Miniſter ? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the Hon. The Chan- 


cellor of the 
Gentleman had addreſſed him as a Miniſter, and as . 


ſuch he had anſwered him. 


Mr. Powys upon this declared, that words Mr, Powys. 
could not expreſs the comfort and ſatisfaction 
which the Right Honourable Gentleman had 


given him. He had relieved him from a ſtate 


of the extremeſt anxiety. Yet, in juſtice to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he muſt declare, that not- 
withſtanding reports, notwithſtanding appear- 
ances, he had all along thought it impoſſible for 
the Right Honourable Gentleman to have adviſed | 
ſo raſh a meaſure as a Diſſolution of Parliament. 
He was happy to have his opinion confirmed by 
the declaration of the Right Honourable Gen- 


tleman himſelf. Might he prevail on both ſides 


of the Houſe ſo far as to obtain a ſuſpenſion of 
hoſtilities for the preſent ; and might he flatter | 
himſelf that he had intereſt enough with them to 
induce them to increaſe his ſatisfaction by ſuf- 
fering him to obtain their concurrence to a motion 
of adjournment | | between that and Monday next, 5 
there would be time for recollection; the inter- 

val of two days might bring gentlemen of all 
partics 


L 104 l 
parties to a ſenſe of the preſent melancholy ſitus. 
tion of the country, and they might aſſemble in x 
temper more adapted to a ſober conſideration 
the national danger, and come prepared to di- 
euſs it with a degree of moderatioh and calmnck | 

equal to its importance. There were men in | 
that Houſe of a deſcription who had much to 
riſque, much to loſe, but nothing to gain by the 
ſucceſs of either of the parties then in contention, 
Men who mull feel with him the deepeſt regret, 
the moſt heart goading anguiſh at the violent 
ſtruggles of the two ſides of the Houſe. The # 
leaders of each were men of the higheit honour 7 
and of the firſt abilities, men zealoufly attached 
to the Conſtitution, men actuated by the pureſt 
intentions. Were there no means of bringing 
theſe men together? Had that Houſe no power 
of forcing them to unite and co-operate for the 
advantage of their country ? Nothing but ſuch an 
union could fave us. The talents of the two {E_ 
| Right Hon. Gentlemen, were equal to their inte. 
grity; their abilities acting together, would be a 5 
Fr 55 blsſſing to their Country. Acting in oppoſition 
15 to cach other, their extraordinary and ſuperemi— 
nent abilities were a national curſe Would to 
God it were poſſible to put the matter of their 
union to the iſſue of a motion, and that it ſhould 
depend upon his calling upon all who wiſhed for jt 
ſuch an union to ſay Ay. [A young member 5 
5 8 miſunderſtanding 
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* miſunderſtanding Mr. Powys, and | imagining he 
f had ſaid, let all thoſe who unite with me, ſay Ay, 


cryed Ay, which cauled a moſt unſeaſonable 
laugh.] Mr. Powys purſued his ſpeech. To 
abandon principles no men of honour would ex- 
pect ; no man of honour would require ſuch a 
ſacrifice. A facrifice, ſhort of an abandonment 
of principles, the country had a right to call for, 
Such a ſacrifice the preſent ſituation of affairs 
demanded : and he wiſhed, the two Right Hon. 
Gentlemen would conſent to make it. In the 
mean time let him hope that hoſtilities might be 


ſuſpended, and that the Houſe would .concur in 


his motion for an immediate adjournment“. 


Mr. 


* In conſequence of what fell from Mr. Groſvenor, he was 


viſited by ſeveral of the firſt characters, who wiſhed him to 


perſevere in a meaſure which alone could give to Miniſters 
that confidence, both from the Prince and the People, fo ne- 
ceſſary to our foreign and domeſtic proſperity and happinels ; 
and we have been favoured with a copy of the paper, ſigned by 
about ſeventy Members, and preſented to the es men 
both of the preſent and late Adminiltration. 
The paper is as follows: 
« We whoſe names are hereunto ſigned, Members of the | 
© Houſe of Commons, being fully perſuaded that the united 
efforts of thoſe in whoſe integrity, abilities, and conſtitu- 
tional principles we have reaſon to confide, can alone 
*« reſcue the country from its prefent diſtracted ſtate, do 
join in moſt earneſtly intreating them to communicate with 


66 each other ont the arduous ſituation of public affairs,truſting 
1 2 th. * 


E — — — 


Mr. Mar- 
iÞ Allis 


g, r. Fox. 


[ 206 ] 


Mr. Aarfham roſe to ſecond the motion of h 
Right Hon. Friend. He ſaid, his earneſt wik | 
was, that the advice of his Right Hon. Friend | 
might be followed and that no debate might take N 
place. He was ready to give his reaſons to the | 
Houſe for ſeconding the motion, if they called 
for them; but as they might poſſibly lead to fur. | 
ther debate, he would content himſelf with barely | 


ſcconding the motion. 
Mr. Fox roſe immediately, and ſaid, he certainly 


| had no objection to a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, on 


the contrary, he had not the {ſmalleſt deſire to do 
any thing halty, harſh, or intemperate, in the 
preſent melancholy moment. A motion, how- 
ever, had been intended to have been made that 


day by an honourable friend of his, and that, 
though in his mind, a motion of conſiderable im- 


portance, and a motion abſolutely neceſſary, not 
only was not of an hoitile nature, but did not 


require : 


« that by a liberal and unreſerved intercourſe between them 


every impediment may be removed to a cordial co-opera- 
tion of great and reſpectable characters, acting on the ſame 


public principles, and intitled to the W of Ingepen- 
© dent and dilintereſted men. 
„And we depute 


A 


6 Repreſentation and Requilitiont to his . the Duke of 
Portland, the Right Hon. Lord John Cavendiſh, the 


a Right Hon. William Pitt, and the * Hon. C. J. Fox, 


8 in our r names. 
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N Fequire any debate. He hoped, therefore, the 
two honourable gentlemen, who had made and 
| ſeconded the motion of adjournment, would fo 
leg | far conſent to wave urging that queſtion, as to 
fur. make room for that of his honourable friend. 
ET he anſwer of the Right Hon. Gentleman, given 
þ. 4 1 him that day, was certainly ſatisfactory as far 
ly - > as it went; but then, without meaning to dero- 
on ; you from the ſincerity with which that anſwer 
had been delivered, without intending to infinuate 
7 E) any thing of ſuſpicion. as to the meaning of that 
L | 5 anſwer, or to ſay, that it was to be taken for no 
more than the natural import of the words it was 
framed in conveyed, (and that no more ought to 
be concluded from it,) he conceived, the Houſe 
5 : would join with him in opinion, that it was high 1 
time to put an end to farther doubt, that ſo many 1 
miſckiefs as muſt neceſſarily ariſe from the aſſur- 1 1 — — 
ances of their continuing to exiſt, being obtained 
from day to day, might be prevented. The 
ſtate in which the Houſe had for ſome time paſt 
gone on, depending on their having power to 
meet the next day on the ſtrength of the Miniſters ; 
q 4 aſſurance that they ſhould ſo meet, given the _ 1 F 
day before, was he ſaid, not only an indecent and 1 
an improper condition for that Houſe to remain in, 
but was attended with much inconvenience to the 
individual members of that Houſe, and likewiſe 
with much public inconvenience, He was aware, 


E 3 that 


_— 
. 

— 
8 * 


10 
that it might be ſaid, the temporary inconvenience Þ 
of individual Members was of a private nature, 


and not worth conſidering when pubic advantages 
was the object to be let in oppoſition. [his argy. 
ment was undoubtedly juſt in the general, but in 
the preſent caſe it was not true. For the Member 
of that Houſe to be kept in a ſlate of the mot 
anxious uncertainty, for the bufinels of the na- 
tion to ſtand fill, becauſe the repreſentatives of 
the people knew not how to leave their conſti- 
tuents with ſafety, and whether their attendance 
on their public duty in Parhament might not de- 
prive them of their ſeats on a future election, and 
for it to continue a queſtion, whether the Houle 
was to be diſſolved or not, were certainly matters 
of conſiderable public inconvenience. When, 
added to this, the doubts and anxiety that pre- 
vailed without doors, the general alarm that had 
taken place, the agitation and ſuſpence that per- 
vaded the whole kingdom were recollected, he 
conccived it would not only be thought right in 
that Houſe to take the only ſtep they had in their 
power of quieting the public apprehenfions. and 5 


diſpelling the public doubts, but that their doing 4 
ſo, would be not more right in iiſelf, than gene- 8 
rally acceptable. W. ith this view it was, and not > 
from any intention to commence new hollihtes, 8 


or to continue thoſe already commenced, that it FE 
had been thought. neceſſary to move the Houſe, = 
to : 


I E 109 1 
0 declare their ſenſe of his Majeſty's anſwer, and 


to exp reſs in terms the molt decent, but at the 
ſame time the moſl deciſive, their fincere and firm 


xeliance on his Majeſty's roval word, and their 
Wpplicit confidence in his Majeſty's moſt gracious 


declaration, that he would not interrupt the de- 


Iberations of Parliament on the important ſub- 


14S, 
5 


b 0 Ft 


pt of India, and the public revenue, by any 


excrciſe of his prerogative of prorogation, or of 


Tllotution, He would readily ſtate what the ten · 


ncy of the motion was to which he alluded It 


5 1 ad been intended to move that the anſwer of 

| bs Vajeſty to the Addreſs of that Houſe, might 

pe rcad, and then a motion to this e Would 
: ave Leen made: | i 


„That his Majeſty's Auge contained alſur- 
ances, upon which the Houſe firmly relied, 
that his Majeſty would not, by Prorogation or 
Diſſolution of Parliament. interrupt the Houſe 


in their conſiderations of proper meaſures for 


retrieving the affairs of the Eaft- India Com- 
panv and for {ſupporting the public credit and 
revenues of the Kingdom, objects which his 
Majeſty, in his ſaid moſt gracious Anſwer, had 
declared to be, in his opinion, ſuch as demand 
the immediate and unremitting attention of Far- 
liament.” 


1his motion, he truſte q, every gentleman pre- 


bent would allow to be unexceplionable, and as it 


would 


Nr. Mar- 
ſham. 


would, in all probability, tend to bring matte, | 
| a ſlate of certainty in regard to a very imporiaf 
_ circumſtance, and eſſentially contribute to 


| himſelf it would be thought equally expediee} 


able in the motion that had been read to the Houſ 
by the Right Honourable Gentleman, but as the © 
Houſe was ſure of meeting again on Monday, 


in conſequence of what had been laid by his Ma- E 5 


110 


. 
li 1 


the minds of the public on that head, he flat! 


and neceſſary. With regard to what the Honouſ a 
able Genteman who made the motion had 10 
on the ſubject of union, he was ſorry to ſay H 


was not of the ſame opinion as to the probabiin : 
of ſuch an event's being likely to take place, buf 


on the contrary far from being ſo that howerel oil 


was not the point then under conſideration. I a 


the queſtion of adjournment, he ſhould make | B 
objection after the queſtion of his Honourabl be 
Friend had been moved and diſpoſed of. Th 
motion the Houſe was now acquainted with, ani I 
as they could not but ſee, it was neither of a bd, of 

tile nor of a perſonal nature, he hoped the Hy. : fon 


nourable Gentlemen who moved the quellion « = 
adjournment and ſeconded it, would conſent t y 2 
wave that to make room for the motion of 1 f 
Honourable Friend. _ _—_ 

Mr. Boughton Rous roſe, but Mr. Marſham ri. 
ing at the ſame time, the Houfe called on him; 


Mr. Marſham then ſaid, he ſaw nothing objection: [ int 


jelly Z | 


Ei 


aſt Chancellor of the Exchequer, he could not 
 thipk there was any occalion for waving the mo- 
tion of adjournment at preſent; he hoped at 
1 the Right Honourable Gentleman would 
Ec. to let his motion wait till Monday, and if 
would, ſo far from oppoſing it then, he would | 
Smile him his ſupport; nay, he would go one 
& farther, he would engage to ſecond it, From 


he time that the Reſolution had paſſed on Mon- 


Jaz the 12th, to prevent the paying any more of 
the public money, as yet unappropriated by Ack 


Parliament, Mr. Mariham laid, he was con- 


- 5 =" 
2 


Weed in his own mind, that the Parliament 


F =" not be diſſolved, and he would tell the 
"| Hpuſc the reaſons that had induced him to feel 
* that conviction. There was no part of the duty 
F off that Houle more effential, than to watch the 


ropriation of money voted for particular pur- 


| poſes, or (as he believed the Houſe phraſe was) 
Fi particular ſervices. They all knew, that 
g n the natural progreſs of buſinels in an unin- 
.* tex rupted ſeſſion, they went ou voting ſupplies 


che diſferent ſervices, and at lalt brought in 
Eil grounded upon the various Reſolutions 


ll : ne to in the Committee of Supply, and appro- 


2 * 
1 


| Þ dating the ſeveral ſums voted, which paſling 


3s 4 . ö 


14 in bo a law, ſanctified the whole of their pro- 


dings, and ſet all to rights. Whereas if a 
Wolution had taken place in the courle of 3 


ſeſſion 


1 
ſeſſion, all the Reſolutions they had come 4, 
and put upon their journals, vaniſhed into 5. 
thing, and were no longer any authority fox 
Miniſters to act upon. Let it be recollag. 
ed, that the army was to be paid in the court 
of the enſuing month. The money to pay 
the army muſt be procured ſomewhere, and u 
would now venture to advance it, or what M. 
niſter would be bold enough when advanced, h 
apply it to ſuch a purpole ? There could be nj 
public ſervice ſo fit an object of parliamentary 


diſtruſt as the payment of the army: it was ct 


all others, that which the Conſtitution require 
the Houle of Commons to watch with the greatcl 
jealouſy. Suppoſe the cafe ſhould happen, in 
Parliament were Gdiffolved without due po- 
_viton having been firſt made for this event. (9: 
vernment could not let the army go unnaid, be- 
cauſe that would be in fact to diſband the army, 
which might lead to molt fatal conſequences ; but 
Government would, in all probability, pay the 
army with money unappropriated to that ſervice 
and come to the Houſe for a bill of indemnity 
when the new Parliament was aſſembled. What 
was the meaning of a bill of indemnity, but that 
Miniſters confeſſed they had broken the laws, and 
urged the unavoidable neceſſity of the caſe, as i 
defence for their having done fo, upon which they 
begged to have an act of indemnity paſſed, av 

| ee their 
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1 
heir conduct ſanctified by law. Could a new 
Fouſe of Commons, could any Houſe of Com- 


mons, conſent to a bill of indemnity for a viola- 


tion not of the laws merely, but of the Conſlitu- 
tion in one of the moſt eflential points, if con- 


ſidered, that could poſſibly occur with regard to 
the liberties and immunities of Englithmen, and 
that upon a neceſſity not unavoidable but created; 


He would venture to ſay, that no Houſe of Com- 


mons who were not ready to avow themſelves a 
herd of abject ſlaves, rather than the repreſenta- 


tives of a free people, could conſcientioully juſlify 
conſenting to ſuch a Bill of indemnity. Having 


ſtrongly expreſſed the alarm for the Conſtitution, 


which he felt on this ground, and obviuutly com- 


municated ſimilar ſenſations to the whole Houle, 
Mr. Marſham proceeded to enforce the arguments 
of his Honourable Friend, Mr. Powys; he ſaid, 
times of nternal danger, when parties run high in 
that Houſe, and the ruin of the country was threat- 


ened from the ſtruggles and contentions of Par- 


liamentary leaders, were thole, which belt juſti- 
fied men of their deſcription, who had nothing 


to wiſh for but from the profperity and glory of 


Great-Eritain, and every thing to dread from 
public anarchy and conſuſion, in ſtepping for- 
ward, and appealing to the good ſenſe and reaſon 
of that Houle, and to the judgments and regard 
for the real intereſts of the country, Which di- 
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reed and animated the breaſts of the leaders gf 
each fide of the Houſe, upon the neceſſity of 
union. Such times as the preſent required, that 
there ſhould not only be a ſuſpenſion of hoſlilities, 
but a laſting peace, a mutual remiſhon of the 
paſt, and a cordial and confidential co- Operation 
for the future. When ſuch men as the two 
Right Hon. Gentlemen acted together, the nation 
would look up to Government with confidence, 
and hope to ſee the country carried to its former 
greatnels. Nothing could effect the moſt de- 
firable purpole but a firm and permanent Ad. 
_ miniſtration. Public credit was ſo delicate a 
ſubject, that he would not truſt himſelf with 
the mention of it; he would not venture upon 
its diſcuſſion ; he would only remind gentlemen, 
that the revenue and the funds required the 
utmoſt care and attention. Circumſtanced as we 
were, we were univerfally cramped. To reſtore 
the revenue, to heighten and confirm public 
credit, to put the nation in a condition to 
ſuſtain itſelf in avy future war, and to look 
forward with hopes of happineſs and ſucceſs, 
it would be neceſſary to act with vigour.— 
Heavy taxes muſt be impoſed and ſuſtained with 
chearfulneſs, or the nation could not be retrieved. 
Such taxes a ſtrong Adminiſtration might propoſe, 5 
with a confidence in the ſupport they would receive 
from independent men, who ſaw and felt that 
the 


( 2115 | 
the ſituation of the country rendered ſuch taxes 
neceſſary, Neither of the Right Hon. Gentlemen 
acting ſingly, and againſt each other, dared ven- 


ture to propoſe ſuch taxes, from a dread of op- 
poſition within doors, and of unpopularity with- 


1 
3 
_— 


adverſcly therefore, it was evident that neither a 


quired, could take place. Nor were the two 


characters to whom the nation could look up 


to ſee in that ſituation again, and ſee him remain 


there. The producing the Receipt Tax was an 
att of finance, that did that noble Lord credit, 


becauſe it was almoſt ſure to be unpopular. It 
was nevertheleſs neceſſaiy, and was one of the 


taxes of the deſcription he had juſt given. Mr. 
with the Receipt Tax. After arguing very ably 
ceſſity for an union of the heads of parties home 
to the boſoms, not only of the two Right Hon. 
Gentlemen, but of the Houſe in general, Mr. 


Marſham apologized for having taken up ſo much 


them, but on the preſent important occaſion, he 


out. By their continuing to act ſeparately and 


ſtrong Adminiſtration, nor ſuch vigorous mea- 
ſures, as the {tate of the country abſolutely re- 


Right Honourable Gentlemen the only public 


with confidence. The noble Lord lately at the 
head of the Exchequer, every man muſt wiſh | 


Marſham mentioned another tax, which he ranked 


on thole topicks, and urgently preſſing the ne- 


of their time. He ſaid, he did not often trouble 


e thoug ut | 
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thought it incumbent upon him to deliver bis 
lentiments. They were the ſentiments of an honeſt 
man, who had no wiſh but the proſperity ang 
hap pinels of his country; and, as he perfedh/ 

coincided in opinion with his honourable friend, 
in regard to the neceſſity for an union, he ſhould 
hope that there would be no more debate, but 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman near him would 


for adjournment go, promiſing him at the ſame 

time his hearty fapport on Monday. 
Lad Nor. Lord North roſe, and there was a ſtrong cry of 
adjourn 7 adjourn His Lordſhip faid, he did not 
riſe to oppofe the adjournment, nor to take up 
much of the time of the Houſe. He was heartily 
for the motion of adjournment, and he ſhould 
recommend it to his Right Honourable Friend to 
tuſpend his motion till Monday, ſince they had 
been aſſured they would be allowed to meet again, 


difference. What he roſe for was, to ſlate the 
luggeſlions that had ariſen in his mind upon the 
declaration of the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 


| to him. The Right Hon. Gentleman had been 


pleaſed to fay, that Ie had no intention to ad- 


this and Monday next,” From this declaration, 


joined to what he had before heard and ſeen, he 


was led 0 conceive, that the diſſolution of Parlia- 


| | | ment 
| 


_ ſuſpend his intended motion, and let the motion 


and the delay of two days could make no great 


viſe his Majeſty to diſſolve the Parliament between 


3 
l 


Me 0 


| went had at no time been a favourite meaſure 
ich the Right Hon. Gentleman. The Right 
J Hon. Gentleman was the Miniſter of that Houſe, 
3 and the only Miniſter in it; he was likewiſe at 
the head of Adminiſtration. The Right Hon. 
F Gentleman, therefore, being immediately con- 
E ,eced with the Houſe, and the beſt acquainted 
wich their opinions upon the ſubje& of diſſolution, 
1 was. and ought to be regarded as the beſt autho- 
J rity for the Crewn, to advife with upon that 
; ſubject; but was this the caſe? Did the E ight 
4 Hon. Gentleman ſpeak for the whole Adminiſtra- 


tion? Were it not likely, that though he might 


be ſincerely an enemy to diſſolution, there might 


be others in the Cabinet, members of another 


branch of the Legiſlature, who might think dif- 
ferently upon the ſubject, and out- vote him; and 
thus the Houſe might nevertheleſs be diſſolved 


againſt the Right Hon. Gentleman's wiſhes, and 
againſt his conſent. [There was here a murmur 
of diſpleaſure from the Treafury Bench fide of the 
Houſe.] His Lordſhip faid, poſſibly his ſug- 
geſtions might be ill. founded, and the Right Hon, 

Gentleman and his friends might think be had no 
right to mention them. He could not help their 


thinking ſo, Having the dread of diſſolution be- 


fore him, the ſentiments he had expreſſed, whe- 


ther true or falſe, lay upon his mind, and he 


conceived there was nothing unfair nor unparlia- 
| mentary 


ef the Ex- 
cChequer. 


confidence in the declaration made them by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, giving it as hi 


nounced to the Houſe of Commons by the Chan. 
_ cellor of the Exchequer and the firſt Miniſter « 


Chancellor | 


ſince it was the general wiſh of the Houle to ad. 


ſary for him, at that time, to take any notice of the 
the ſuggellions, as to any opinion ſuppoſcd to 


other time, which the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
band had thought proper to ſtate to the Houſe; 


(09; 
mentary in his ſtating them to the Houſe, h, 
ſhould be much more happy to find there y, 
not the leaſt ground for them, than that they we, 
well-grounded. His Lordſhip then repeated de 
poſſibility of ſuch a circumſtance, but neverth. 
lels recommended it to the Houſe to place full 


opinion, that after ſuch declaration, ſolemnly an. 


the Crown, no Lords, however high in rank, 
however eminent and reſpectable, in point of cha. 
racter and ability, \ „would dare to adviſe his Ma. 
Jelly to diſſolve the Parliament before Monday. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer role and a, 


journ, he certainly would not ſay any thing thu 
ſhould be likely to bring on a debate. He roſe 
ſimply to declare, that he did not think it necel- 


motion, which had been mentioned by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, or to aniwer 


have been entertained by him with regard to the 


diſſolution of Parliament, either then or at any 


he would content himſelf with the anſwer he had 
already 


1 

already given to the queſtion, that had been for- 
E merly put to him on his coming into the Houle, 
and would only add, that whatever the noble 
1 Lord might have imagined, or have communicat- 
j ed to the Houſe as his opinion, on the ſubject of 
1 | diffolution, or as the opinions of other perſons 
4 | vcith whom he was connected, the Houſe might 
; | be aſſured the noble Lord had been no way au- 
E thoriſed by him in any one eee he had 
5 | made, 
The queſtion of adjournment was immediately 
but, and the Houle adjourned to Monday. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONs 


\ 


Monday, January 26, 1784. 
OnDER FOR STRANGERS TO WITHDRAy, 


Mr, Martin Mz. Martin beg 5 Peers da TY gal. 


lery, complained to the Houle of the neglect, tha 
the repeated orders for obliging all ſtrangers to 
keep out of. the body of the Houle were treated 
with. Mr. Martin ſaid, if the matter were not 
more ſtrictly attended to, he ſhould be under the 
diiſagrecable neceſſity of enforcing the orders of tlie 
Houle, for obliging all rangers to withdraw. 


Colonel! Colonel On/low ſaid, it would be more wiſe to 


OO ſuſpend the order, for the purpoſe of coming to 


{ome new. order, with a view to the particular ob- 
ject of the Hon. Gentleman's wiſhes. 

Mr. Martin · Mr. Martin ſaid, he could not have imagined 
the deſcendant of a worthy predeceſſor of the 
Speaker would ever have riſen in that Houle, to 


recommend that any of its orders might be (uf: 


_ pended or reſcinded. Mr. Martin obſerving, that 


all the Peers had not left the lower part of the 
Houle, moved that the ſtanding order be read. 


| It was read accordingly, and the Speaker or- 
dered the ſtrangers to withdraw. This occa- 
ſioned a general expreſſion of diſcontent ; but the 


Speaker 


8 
— 
we 


1 

Speuker peremptonily repeating his orders to the 
rangers, they were preparing to retire, when Sir 
[141mm Cunzingham role and ſaid, the Honourable 
Gentleman was not aware that the noble Lord 
then in the body of the Houſe was an Iriſh Peer, 

Mr. Marin ſiniled at this, but declared he Mr. Martin, 
muſt perſiſt in his purpoſe, if the noble Lord 
continued there. At length the Peer (Lord Scar- 
borough) withdrew, and Mr. Martin roſe again, 


and ſaid, it gave him great pleaſure to withdraw 
his motion, as he was far from wiſhing to de- | 
prive the ſtrangers of the pleaſure of en, the 
debates. 
Mr. | Righ y roſe to ſay a few words in favour of Mr, Nabe 5 
the ſtrangers, but on the Speaker's acquainting = 
Lim that the Motion was withdrawn, he fat down, 
and the Debate commenced. 
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Motion RELATIVE To THE D1sSOLUTION. 
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Mr. Eden deſired to recall to the recollection of Mr. Ries. 
the Houſe certain circumſtances conſequent to the 
debate on F riday night, which had thrown upon 
him tne duty of ſubmitting a queſtion of great 
importance to their conſideration. The Houſe on 
the night to which he alluded, had ſhewn ſtrong 
marks of natural impatience, and jult reſentment, 
at the very humiliating uncertainty in which, dur- 


ing 
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ing the laft fortnight, they had been compelled 
to exerciſe heir Parliamentary functions; and in. 
ſtead of continuing to ſolicit a twenty-four hours 
_ exiſtence from day to day, had, in a tone of high 

diſplealure, called upon the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for explanations, which he was either 
not diſpoſed, or not prepared, to give. Mr. Eden 
ſaid, that in this ſituation, and from a wiſh to 
moderate the violence of the moment, he had 
1iſen in his place: and after reading to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer the Anſwer of his Ma. 
jelly to the Addreſs of the Houſe, which Anſwer 


he was conſtitutionally authorized to conſider ay 
the Anſwer of the Miniſter of the Crown, had in 


vain requeſted an explanation of that Anſwer, 
| He had not contended, however, nor did he mean 
to cont-nd, that the queſtions of a mere indi- 
vidual, addreſſed to a Miniſter in that Houſe, are 


entitled of courſe to an anſwer ; but if thoſe quel- 
tions carry evidently the general ſenſe and indi- 
nation of the Houſe, which was the caſe in the 
milance alluded to, they were to be conſidered as 


| the queſtions of the FZouſe, and had ever been 
anſwered explicitly and fully by the Miniſters of 


the Crown. If a contrary practice were admitted, 


the Houle muſt be reduced to the neceſſity either 


of obtruding themſelves too repeatedly upon the 


royal preſence for explanations ; or, which would 


be [till worſe, they muſt acquieſce in all the dark- 
neſs 
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-{ and obſcurity in which the paſſions or views 

of Miniſters might involve queſtions of extreme 

importance. The Right Honourable Centleman's 
relolute diſregard of theſe jult expectations of the 


1 | Houle, had determined him at the time to take the 


{-nſe of the Houſe upon the ſubject: he had ac- 
cordingly framed a Relolution to the following el- 
ect: That for any of his Majeſty's confidential 
« Miniſters in that Houle to refuſe to the Houſe 
an explanation of the ſenſe in which ſuch Mi- 
i niſter underſtands a Speech or an Anſwer of his 
© Majeſty, is contrary to the antient and uniform 
66 practice of former Miniſters; and tends to pro- 


duce unneceſſary applications to his Majeſty; 
and therefore that ſuch refuſal is diſreſpectful to 


his Majeſty and to the Houle.” Mr. Eden added, 
that a large Majority of the Houle would undoubt- 


edly (he believed) have ſupported ſuch a Reſolu- 


tion; but his Ri ght Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) think- 
ing perhaps that the Miniſter was under ſome dilguſt 


at what had paſt in the courſe of the day, or under 
miſapprehenſion of his own fituation and duties, . 
which a few hours recollection might remove, had 
recommended the ſhort adjournment which took 
place; both ſides of the Houſe were pollibly too 
much heated at the time to proceed with due diſcre- 


tion; and he himſelf had profited by the interval, hav- 
ing reduced his propoſition to a ſhape which ſhould 
equally anſwer his purpoſe, without unplying any 
Ra cenſure 


_ - 


1% 
cenſure or conveying any har ſh idea, He defred 
however, to be underſtood by this, not to have 


eren 
the m 
ny 
| | Vial! 
3 In al 


Ty 


given up or deſerted the poſitions which he had 
aſſerted reſpecting the duty of Miniſters ; and hi 


proteſt ſcemed peculiarly neceſſary in an ra + 
parliamentary doctrines, equally new and extra- 
ordinary, both in principle and in practice. A 
Miniſtry had been formed for the avowed pur- 
poſe of reſiſling and controuling the Majority ok 
the Houſe of Commons; the Houle had refolved, 
that to a Miniliry fo formed, they would never 


che te 
Þ cent 
iſ 
boy 
Ts 
give their confidence; but the Miniflers had not | tiou 
taken the hint to deſiſt from the interruption of q By 


public ſervices, which they were rendered unable 


J N 

to manage with eflect. The Houle had next pro- [- h 
ceeded to vote that the continuance of thoſe Mi- J ed 

niſters was contrary to conflitutional principles, ex 
and injurious to the affairs of the King ar.d the fle 
kingdom. The Miniſters ſtill maintained their al 


ituation, and had brought forward a meaſure for 
regulating the molt important poſſeſſions of the 
Britiſh empire; that meaſure had been rejected 
on Friday lalt, What would they ſay of its re- 
jection? Would they allow their Bill to have 
been weak and inſufficient? If fo, it would 
| prove their incapacity. Would they aſſert, that 
it was a good Bill? The dilemma there was 
equally concluſive againſt them, for it would ſhew 
that the Houſe of Commons could not truſt them 
even 


8 
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: even with the conduct of a good meaſure. Be 


E the meaſure good or bad, it was in fact rejected, 
Wn (he Vinifler ſtill continued to hold an uncon - 
© tional ſituation injurious to the public ſervice. 
13 all theſe unprecedented circumſtances, there 
4 Was ſomething ſo totally deſtructive, not only of 
4 5 temporary intereſts of the Country, but of the 
eltential principles of the Conſtitution, that if 
3 ſpecific meaſares of redreſs were delayed, that 
I delay mult be attributed, not to a mean and 


b criminal acquieſcence, but to a pruzent and cau- 


3 tious forbearance ; there certainly was no want of 


eb, but there was a jult and wile fear of 


p. ccipitancy. 
| Mr. Eden proceeded next to ſtate the two ob- 


Nas of his motion; the firit was to aſcertain the 
þ cuillence of a Parliament, which, in every con- 


| hderation of firmnels, integrity, talents, indultry, | 
b und public honour, was peculiarly formed to 5 

I | dy {crvice to their Sovereign, and his dominions, 
; in the moſt critical and moſt complicated 
1 E late of affairs, that this great country had ever 
= : — On this ſabjeft he would only obſerve, 
[ | that he ated in deference to the apprehenſions 


Y ok others; for thoſe with whom he was moſt con- 
verſant well knew that he had invariably treated 
te idea of a diſſolution, in the preſent circum- 


] e of the country, as utterly impracticable. 


=” 


lie next ojett 1 was 0 * to the Chancetlo! of 
4 the 


E 


the Exchequer an occafion, if he would cong, 4 
ſcend to uſe it, of gratifying the Houſe wich n 
explanation of the peculiar predicament in whic, 3 | 
he flood, and which on a former day had 
been deſcribed by himſelf as of the moſt no, 
kind, and fairly liable to remark, till the mg. 
tives could be brought forward. Fe had ouly 


farther to oblerve, that the reſolution which 
he had to propoſe, was a reſolution conſlruitg 
that anſwer which the Miniſter h ad refulcd ty 
conſtrue; if an honourable friend of his, who 
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had promiled to 'ccond and ſupport him, ſhould . 5 
not fully approve the conſtruction now propose 

i : | 5 

he deſired to releaſe him from the promiſe; ſor, 5 


though he ſhould be proud of the ſupport, be 
would not gain it by any conduct bordering upon 
a ſurprize. It the Miniſter ſhould either admit 
this motion, or not venture to take the opinion 
of the Houſe upon it, the inference would be 
e and perfectly MANY 

The motion was, 

„ That it appears to this Houſe, that his M. 


jelty's {aid moll gracious anſwer contains al- 
* ſurances, upon which this N louſe cannot but 
3 
(„ 


moſt firmly rely, — l hat his Majeſty will not by 
ee the prorogation or diſſolution of Parliament, in- 


2, R 2 * 
2 L 45 2 * 
— > . * - 


„ terrupt this Houſe in their conſideration of 
proper me caſures for regulating the affairs df 


* 
* 


the Eaſt India Company, and for ſupporting 


. 
3 
8 


8 thn 
— 
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the public credit and revenues of this country; 


4 objects. which, in the opinion of bis Majeſty, 
and of this Houle, and of the public, cannot 
4 ; „ but be thought to demand the molt immediate 
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„and unremitting attention of Parliament.“ 
Mr. Marſham role to ſecond the motion, agree- . Mar. 
able to his promiſe of Saturday. Mr. Marſham W 
declared, he had never entertained but one opi- 
nion of the King's anſwer to the addreſs of the 
Houſe, and that opinion had correſponded with 
the motion then propoſed. He had not con- 
ceived that his Majeſty meant merely that he 


E would not prevent their meeting after the adjourn- 


ment, but had underltood the words to convey a 
larger import. In the anſwer, his Majeſty had 
been graciouſly pleaſed to recommend their pro- 
ceeding to conſider the affairs of the Eaſt Indies 
and of the revenue with all CONVENLE nt ſpeed. Theſe 
laſt words he conflrued in this manner : that his 
Majeſty meant to recommend the conſideration 
of the affairs of the Eaſt Indies and of the reve- 
nue, to their immediate attention, and by that 
means implied a promiſe not to interrupt their 
proceedings by any exerciſe of his prerogative, 
either of prorogation or diſſolution, provided 
they proceeded in the important conſiderations ſo 
recommended, without protraction or any unne- 
ceſſary delay. That there had been no unneceſſary 
delay, Mr, Marſham ſaid he was fully convinced, 
- He 


Chancellor 
of the 


Exchequer. 


3 


he could not therefore conceive, that Patliams,, 
could be now diſſolved, conſiſtent with the royal 
promile. For this reaſon, he thought the preſent 
motion Grictly warrantable, and gave it his ſup. 
port. 

As ſoon as the Speaker had read the motion, 

The Chancellor, of the Exchequer role and faid, 
he took the earlieſt opportunity of ſpeaking to a 
motion which every Gentleman mult be away 


concerned him perſonally. As the conſtruction 


of his M. ajelty' s anſwer was now br rought forward 
in the ſhape of a queſticn, and thus rendered the 


ſubject of free Parliamentary diſcuſſion, he cer. 


tainly was bound to meet that queſtion, and en- 


ter upon its merits faitly and unreſervedly. His 
mind, he was ready to confeſs, was relieved from 
thole di3culiies which he had before felt, and 
which had determined him to reſiſt any attempt 
to extort from him a verbal declaration of ſoime- © 


thing he might ſtand pledged for as a Miniſter; 
that ſort of embarraſſinent being wholly removed, 


by the matter no longer depending on the in- 
terrogatories of private individuals, but coming 


forward in the ſhape of a regular motion, (and 
he would beg leave to obſerve by the bye, that the 


queſtion had never before been put to him, by 
the Houle) he would ſtate his opinion upon 


the ſubject. H hat his Majeſty by his anſwer, 
gave chat Houſle to underſtand, and 1 in a manner 


. 
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pledged pimſelf, that he would not interrupt 


E their meeting again, after ſuch an adjournment, 


as the circumſtances of the time might require, 
was undoubtedly true. But he ſaw not how the 
royal word could be inferred to be pledged any 
farther. The motion declared it to be the con- 
ſtruction put upon his Majeſty's anſwer by that 
Houſe, that his Majeſty had promiſed not to in- 
terrupt their deliberation, by an exerciſe of his 
royal prerogative of prorogation or diſſolution, 
while the affairs of the Eaſt Indies, and the ſup- 
port of the public credit, continued the ſubjects 
of their confideration. To ſuch an indefinite 
promile he would not ſubſcribe, and therefore, 
to a motion affixing ſuch an unlimitted conſtruc- 


tion on the King's anſwer, he mult give his diſſent ; 


and that for the ſtrongeſt reaſon that could poſſibly 
be adduced, viz. becauſe he knew when he ad- 
viled his Majelty to uſe the words in which the 
anſwer was framed, he never had any ſuch inde- 


finite ſenle of them in his contemplation. T hat the 
gentlemen on the other fide of the Houle did not 


at firſt ſo underſtand the King's anſwer, he be- 


lieved, he might appeal to the recollection of the 
Houle to ſupport him in aſſerting ; becauſe, if he 


was not greatly miltaken indecd, a Right Honour- 


| able Gentleman oppolite to him had exprelsly de- 


clared, that he conceived a very different conſtruc- 


tion to belong to it, and he had acted upon that 


8 „„ ie 


Mr. 


Fox, 
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different conſtruction. As a Miniſter of the 


| Crown he never ſhould think himſelf warranted 


to pledge the royal prorogatives, or to engage 
that in no poſſible caſe that might occur, they 
Mould not be exerciſed one way or another, "Te 
cauſe he conceived that the Miniſter who ven. 
tured to go that length would act moft unconſii. 
tutionally, To the preſent motion he could not 
aſſent, becauſe it put an indefinite. conſtruction 
upon the King's anſwer, which he was ſure did 
not belong to it, nor could it be {uppoled that he 
either had adviſed the King, and ſure he was, he 
would neveradviſe any King to pledge himſelf inde- 


finitely to abſtain from exerciſing his prerogative, 


even if an extraordinary caſe ſhould ariſe; but 


thus much he would venture to ſay, that he 
conceived no good Miniſter would adviſe a dif- 
lolution of Parliament, when ſach an exerciſe 


of the royal prerogative could not be made with- 
out great detriment and diſadvantage to the coun- 
try; in the preſent ſituation of affairs, he thought 
a diſſolution could not but be attended with great 
detriment and diſadvantage, and therefore he 


would not adviſe any ſuch exerciſe of the prero- 


gative. 

Mr. Fox role to declare; that what the Right 
[lonourable Gentleman had juſt ſaid on the ſub- 
ject of diſſolution, was perfectly ſatisfactory, but 


had he condeſcended to have made the fame de- 


claration 
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claration on that day fortnight, he would have 
ſpared 1 that Houle and the country a great deal of 


anxiety. He begged leave, however, to remind 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, that he had 
not taken any notice of a part of his Honourable 


Friend's argument, of which he had formerly 
notified, that he would give the Houſe an 
ample account, and upon which undoubtedly the 


Houſe would expect to have ſome ſatisfaction. 


What he meant was, an account of the reaſons 
which had induced the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman to continue in office as a Miniſter, after 


that Houle had come to a reſolution exprelſive 
ok their diſapprobation of his remaining in hat 
ſituation, and bad declared, that he had loſt their 
confidence, by the unconſtitutional means by which 
be had come into power. That his ſituation 


was new and extraordinary, the Right Honourable 


Gentleman had himſelf admitted; it certainly 
vas fo, for he believed it was not to be parallelled 


in the hiſtory of the country, for a Miniſter to re- 


main in office, after the Houſe of Commons had 
declared, that his continuing in a place of high 


truſt, was contrary to conſtitutional principles, 


and injurious to the intereſts of his Majzity and 


his People. What was the plain inference from 


ſuch conduct, but that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
conſidered himſelf as ſuperior to the Houſe of 
2 5 Commons, 


( 132 } 
Commons, and held their reſolutions in contempt 
The Houſe had voted his continuance in office 
unconſtitutional, and yet he till held his ſituation 
as a Miniſter. Individuals, let their rank be ever 


fo exalted, Mr. Fox ſaid, were bound to obey 


the ſenſe of the Houſe. All Miniſters ought to 
do ſo, but what was the Houle to think of one 
of its own members flying in its face ? By fuch 
conduct, the public buſineſs was delayed in a 
manner highly injurious to the nation, Of Jate, 
ſeveral moſt reſpectable Gentlemen had enter- 
tained notions of conciliatian and union, as the 
only means of eſtabliſhing a permanent Admini- 


ſtration, and they had very properly ſaid, that no 


union could be uſeful, which was not grounded 


in honour and in principle. The declaration was 


undoubtedly juſt, but whatever might be the ne- 


ceſſity and the propriety for the individuals, wo 


were called on to unite, to take care of their own 
honour, there was a much ſtronger neceſſity that 


the honour of that Houſe ſhould be taken care of, 


The honour of that Houfe could not be ſatisſied, 
unleſs the preſent Miniſters went out; it was idle 


to talk of ſaving the honour of this particular in. 


clividual or the honour of that, the honour of the 
Houſe muſt ſuperſede every conſideration, and if 
any or all of the preſent Miniſters were to form 
2 part of the new Adminiſtration, they muſt quit 

| their 


ö their fitvations before any treaty could go for- 
ard, becauſe an Adminiſtration which came in 
upon other grounds would be founded on ſo un- 
E .nftitutional a baſis, that no good whatever that 


＋ 


E 


| could ariſe under ſuch an Adminiſtration, would 
tone for the violence done to the conſtitution by 


the manner of their entering into office. 


The 


j honour of the Houſe could not be ſatisfied 
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PWꝛhbile the preſent Adminiſtration remained in office; 
tze Houſe had pledged its honour on the ſubject, 

l and it would eſtabliſh a moſt dangerous prece- 
dent, if they were ſuffered to continue. 
E wiſhed not to proceed to violent methods, but the 
E Reſolution that ſtood upon their Journals muſt be 
followed by an Addreſs, if Miniſters would be fo 


He 


indecent as to oblige that Houſe to carry every 
thing to extremity. The Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman ſtood at that moment not the conſtitu- 
tional Miniſter of the people, but the unconftitu- 
na! Miniſter of the Crown. The Houſe had 
voted him ſuch, and when he gave him that name, 


he dealt not in declamation, but ſpoke the lan- 
guage of the Votes and Journals of the Houſe, 


Mr, Fox enlarged upon this idea very conſider- 
ably, and urged the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


to comply with his own promiſe, to account for 
having continued in office in defiance of that 


Houle and its reſolutions, coming down from 


{ 134 ] 
day to day to meet a majority diretly 21 WM 
avowedly diſapproving of him as a Minifte; 50 
without the power to carry on any public buſins; 1 po 
or to ſerve his country in any manner Whatever | 


but on the contrary obſtructing the progreſs ww 
great and important conſiderations which oughr * 
to be brought forward. With regard to un or 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid of the King 3 5 
anſwer having been underſlood differently by E a 


| thoſe who ſat near him, when it was firſt taken 
into conſideration, and that, it had then becg 
eclared to mean no more than that his Maß [ty 
had only pledged himſelf not to Prevent the 
Houſe from meeting after the adjournment for 
the receſs, the Right Hon. Gentleman Was not in 
the Houſe at the time to which he had a! luce 
or he muſt have known that the very reverſe ot 
his aſſertion was the fact. The conſtruction pur 
upon the King's anſwer by the preſent motion 
was the conſtruction put upon it by molt of thoſe 
near him, who ſpoke on that occaſon; he him. 
ſelf had been the ſingle inſtance of its being ſug⸗ 
geſted, that the anſwer was ſo worded as to war- 
rant any doubt as to its conſtruction. He had 
aid, undoubtedly, that it would bear ſuch a con- 
ſtruction, but he had declared at the ſame time 
that he believed it was not meant to carry 


ſuch a meaning, a and in the courſe of the debate it 
| had 


„ 


T* been fo treated, Having put this very 


po cintedly, Mr. Fox returned to the conſideration 


or Mr. Pitt's having remained in office in dire} 
4 oppoſition to the reſolution of that Houſe, and 
bud, that the Houſe would expect ſatisfaction 
on that head. He declared he wiſhed for cool 
F conſideration on what had happened for the paſt 
| three weeks. Let the Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſtate the intentions of Miniſters, let him recollect 
3 thar the reſolution condemned them on a meaſure : 
3 to remain in office afrer that, was to put tem 
3 ſelyes and the country in a ſituation unparallelled 
E fince the Revolution, The Houſe mult have 
1 an explanation; the ſooner it was given the 
better, ſince let it be delayed ever lo long, 1 it m alt 
b be given at laſt, 

E The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe immedi. The Chan- 
I ately, in obedience to the call of the Houſe, which + 


was pretty general, and that he ſhould lay lome- 


E thing in reply. He declared, he had not in his 


former ſpeech touched on the ſubject, dwelt upon 
by the Right Honourable Gentleman, becauſe he 
did not perczive any thing in the preſent motion 
that had the ſmalleſt reference to it; he had 


waited in expectation, that the Houſe would go 
into the Committee on the State of the Nation, in 


which ſome Reſolution might poſſibly be brought 


forward, that would have rendered his going into 


i GICUL on 
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a diſcuſſion of his conduct, and his ſtating t, 
reaſons which had induced him to continue n 
office, after the Reſolutions that Houſe had bag 
come to, more proper, than it would have he, 
for him to enter upon ſuch a topick collaterally, FE 
and when a motion not immediately refering I 
to it, was under conſideration. With regard t, 
accounting for his conduct, he never had expreſſed 
any back wardneſs; he had not the leaſt objetion 
t9 explain any point that regarded himſelf, He 
ſhould ſcruple not to ſpeak his free ſentiment; 
upon the ſubject, which was at all times the right 
of every man, and which he doubted not would 
not be denied him. To ſuppoſe that he fat him. 
ſelf up as ſuperior to the Houſe of Commons, 
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or that any individual could be mad enough to Y 


put himſelf into ſo ridiculous a ſituation, as to 
oppoſe numbers, and thoſe forming ſo reſpectable 
and auguſt an aficmbly, as that important Houſz 
of Parliament, was what he imagined no man in 
his ſenſes could conceive, Much lefs, he hoped, 
could it be thought that he held the Reſolutions 
of that Houle in con.empt, or regarded them with 
any degree of indifference. Neither of theſe ſup- 
poſitions could ſeriouſly be entertained for a ſingle 
moment. He had the profoundeſt reſpect for the 
Houle, the utmoſt reverence for their Reſolutions, 
being perfectly aware that the Houſe bad it in is 
power at all times to tollow up the Refolurions 


with 
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+ ith meaſures that could not fail to render them 


elfrctual. That he ſtood in a ſituation perfectly 
new, he was ready to admit, but that he ſtood in 


that ſituation in contempt to that Houſe, or 


23 holding himſelf ſuperior to its authority, he 
muſt beg leave to deny; New and extraordinary 
circumitances might juſtify new and extraordinary 
conduct. For any Miniſter who had been 


declared unworthy the approbation and confi— 


dence of that Houſe to remain in office, was, he 


confeſſed, farfrom common, but he hoped he ſhould 


not give offence, when he declared, that a Minitter 
might neverthelels a& conſtitutionally, by remain- 


ing in office after that Houſe had declared their 
diſapprobation of him. He begged pardon for 
what he was going to ſay, but he conceived that, 


according to the conſtitution, the immediate 


appointment or removal of Miniſters reſted not 


with that Houſe. There was therefote nothing 


illegal in a Minifter's remaining in office after 


that Houle had declared againſt him, particularly | 


Where immediate reſignation would have injured 
= the country; and he hoped, a public man might 
3 be ſuppoſed to act honourably, when upon public 
maotives he thou- ht he beſt ſerved his country, by 
continuing in office even after he had been ſo 


unfortunate as to loſe the confidence of that 


ouſe. He explained this by declaring that 


there were acts of duty, not the leſs indiſpenſible, 
4 becauſe 


L330] 

becauſe they were diſagreeable; that in eritiea 
ſituations it was incumbent on a Miniſter, Who 
found he was not approved by that Houſe, to look 
to the probable contequences of his immediately 
reſigning, It behoved him to conſider who were 
likely to be his ſucceſſors, and whether the country 
might not receive more detriment than they could 
poſſibly derive advantage, by his leaving it wich- 
out any executive Govrnment, and thus making 
room tor an Adminiſtration in whom the Crown, 
the Parliament, and the People, could not equally 
repoie confidence. He acknowledged that the 
Miniſter who ſhould venture lightly to encounter 
the ditficuky of holding his office againſt the con- 
ent of that Houſe, would in all probability be 
made to repent of his levity ; the neceſſity ought 
to be great undoubtedly, fince to attempt ſuch an 
arduous matter, without the ſtrongeſt reaſons poſ- 
ble, would be raſh, imaprudent, and unjuſtifiable. 
There were circumſtances, however, under which, 
ne conceived, the meeting that difficulty with 
chearfulneſs was far from reprehenſible. He 
had not continued in his ſituation from motives 
of ambition, nor ſrom love of power. He had 
not remained a Miniſter from a deſire of clinging 
to office, nor from any regret at the loſs of official 
emolument. To have reſigned immediately, 
after the Houſe had come to their reſolution on 
Friday ſe'nnight, would have been to have let in 
| dhe 


L391 


che late Miniſters, who, however they might enjoy 
the confidence of that Houle, he believed had nec 
the confidence of the nation. Such a change 
therefore could have done no good to the 
country. It was true the majority of that Houſe 
had decided againſt him; but the ſenſe of the 
Houſe upon that point did not appear to be grown 
more and more, in the progrels of the time that 


had elapſed ſince his coming into office; on the 


contrary, the majority had gradually decreaſed. 


An union had been much talked of and fondly 


wiſhed for by ſome. An union mult have regard 
to principle and public honour as became public 


men. That was an eſſential object, and could 


alone give ſalvation, if it were to be accompliſhed, 


Mr. Pitt reaſoned upon this for a conſiderable 


time, and ſaid, the conſequences of a ſudden reſig- 
nation were delicate ſubjects, but they were 


matters which it was the duty of a Miniſter to 
conſider before he reſolved to retire. That this 


conſideration alone had kept him in office after 


what had paſt in that Houſe lately. That he 


derived no pleaſure from being a Miniſter 


under ſuch circumſtances, on the contrary 
much pain and mortification; but that he 


conſidered himſelf as performing an act of 
neceſſary duty to his King and country, and ſo 


long as that continued to be the caſe, he ſhould 
perlevere, chough nothing could be farther from 
1 2 bis 


Mr. Fax, 7 
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his thoughts than an indifference to the reſolutos; 


of that Houle, a diiregard to its opinions, or + 


contempt for 11s approbation and confidence 
He truſted, that he had held conftitutional lan. 
guage, and had ſaid nothing diſreſpectful. 

Mr. Powys and Mr. Fox roſe together. Aſter 
ſome moments ſpent in the friends of each Gen. 


tlemen calling upon their reſpective names, Mr, 


Fox obtained the hearing. He faid, it had given 
him concern to hear what the Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman had ſaid ; it had confirmed him in what 
he had before only ſuſpected, viz. that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman did conſider himſelf as ſuperior 


to the Houſe of Commons. What was the reſul: 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman's argument, but 


that he oppoſed his private opinion to the Reſolu- 


tions of that Houſe? Was his continuance in 


office a benetit to the Country, and injurious to 
the principles of the Conſtitution ? That Houſe 
had ſaid it was, but the Kight Honourable Gen- 
tleman had thought proper to fly in the face of 


the opinion of the Houle, and fay it was not, If 


the Right Honourable Gentleman continued in 
office, could the affairs of Government be car- 
ried on? Undoubiedly they could not, becaute 


an Adminiltration without force, and not poſſeſſing 


the confidence of that Houle, could propoſe no 

meaſure, however neceſſary, with effect, and 

could do the country go ſervice whatever; on 
3 . The.” 
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j die contrary, it put every thing in confuſion, it 


3 univerſal anarchy, it brought on endleſs 
diſorder. The Right Hon. Gentleman had talked 
1 ol the decreaſing majority, and had reaſoned up- 
I that as an argument that the preſent Miniſtry 
became Jels and lels unpopular. The argument 
FF fallacious, the realoning unſound, Let the 
Þ Right Hon. Gentleman conſider the circumſtances 
Þ that had attended the two India Bills. Let him 
1 bompare the large majority that had divided in 


I 


E ſupport of that brought in before the holidays, 

E with the majority of laſt Friday. The late Ad- 
I miniſtration, no man could deny, poſſeſſed the 
| 4 confidence of that Houſe, and were going on with 
3 the public buſineſs regularly, on the ground of 
3 polleſſing that confidence. They had been under- 
I mined by whilpers and intrigues, and upon an 
| overthrow ſo brought about, the preſent Miniſters 
3 had come in, and by that means loſt the confidence 
2 of the Houſe. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
© therefore and his colleagues having come in un- 
J conllitutionally, and having been declared by that 
| Houle to have done ſo, were they the beſt Mini- 
liry that ever were ſelected, muſt go out, nor 
could the matter be palliated by forming an union 
while they remained in office. Was an Admini- 
liration arranged without their deſigning, even 
though compoſed of the wiſelt and ableſt ſtateſ- 
men in exiſtence, ſuch an Adminiſtration could 
do 
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do no good, becauſe it would fland on uneon; 
tutional grounds, Mr. Fox compared the prey 
ſituation to what had been figuratively termeq th 
inlerregnum, upon Lord Shelburne's Miniſtry, 
ing obliged to retire, and brought to the minds q 
the Houſe the ill conſequences of the extraqy, 
nary ſtate in which the country had been laced 
by ſo long a want of Government, He urged dt 
neceſſity of avoiding a fimilar misfortune, and (x4 
it would lay upon thoſe on the other ſide of H 
Houſe, if extremes were obliged to be reſorted 6. 
in order to oblige the preſent Miniſters to tetire 
Extremes were in his mind always, if poſfible, u 
be avoided. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
| Had ſaid, that Houſe had it in its power to er. 
force its own reſolutions, and by ſaying the pour: 
of removing Miniſters lay with them, he hat 
pointed out to them, as it were, the propric 


of voting an Addreſs to the Crown to remon: 
the preſent Miniſters. Undoubtedly ſuch a mer 
ſure was at their option, and it was perfectly con. 
ſtitutional. He hoped. however, they would 
not adopt it till the laſt poſſible moment; he 
Hoped they would avoid every thing like an ex 


1 
treme till they could not longer avoid it. 1h 
Houſe, if he might have leave to recommend any F 


line of conduct to them, would do well to be 
moderate but firm, temperate though determined 
in their proceedings. Let them avoid the ſnart 

| 5 uud 
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*F for them, and neither riſque a quarrel with 
e de other Houſe of Parliament, nor incur the 
be. Eg: pleaſure of the Crown, by reſorting to the 
ls o &pdient of going up to the Throne with an Ad- 
Id. Nets, which would give them trouble that had 
ei better be avoided, and look like an indecency, 
(hs "rr no indecency ought to be offered. The 
ad FRight Honourable Gentleman had declared ſome 
te time ſince that he would not retire on a queſtion 
bout men, but had deſired to be judged by his 
Emcaſures. A meaſure, great and important in its 
tonlequences, had been diſcuſſed and decided 
Ezcainſt. There was now therefore no plea for his 
Excmaining in office, either with regard to men, or 
ich regard to meaſures, Sacrifices had been ex- 
] pected and called for as the price of union. What- 
erer he might give up of his own honour, 
Ewhatever he might give up of the honour of thoſe 
ich whom he acted, there was one thing he 
E never would give up, namely, the honour of that 
© Houle, De was bound to ſupport it againſt un- 
© conſtitutional principles, and unconititutional Mi- 
niſlers. No man could get over it without the 
bet treachery to the Houſe, and without mak- 
ing it a ſcandalous ſacrifice to private motives. 
in any treaty was entered into, while the preſent 
3 | Miniſters remained in office, that Houſe would 
= a right to lay, Lou wanted place, you 
3 Fold. us for power,” The Houſe mult carry their 
5 | point, 
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point, they muſt force Miniſters to retire, f | 
had been better they never had come to the 
Reſolution that ſtood on their Journals, Ihe 
Houſe of Commons was, he faid, the corner | 
flone of a ſtrong Adminiſtration, and it ought tg 
be diſregarded? He would give up much, but 
he would never give up the dignity of the Houſe, 
It any man thought it ought to be giren 
up, let him move to reſcind the Reſolution, 
While it remained on their Journals, it nuſt 
be looked to as the ruling principle of their 
conduct. He aſked to what end would Mini. 
niſters with to continue in office? It had te. 
mained for the Right Honourable Gentleman 
to diſcover the plealure and ſatisfaction of 
continuing Miniſter under ſuch circumſtances, 
It was agreed on all hands, that a flable and 
permanent Government was neceſſary. Was the 
_ preſent ſuch a Government? It was a ſtable Co- 
vernment, indeed, that could do nothing! The 
preſent it was plain had no power to act, and to 
hat purpoſe continue, when its continuance 
was a ſtumbling block to union, and a bar to all 
hopes of conciliation. He aſked, whether the 
country ought to be made a vidlim to ſuch con- 

duct? If perfiſted in, the Houſe muſt proceed 
farther ; he hoped however that there would be 
10 neceſſity. The conſequence could not be agree · 
5 able, but bowrver diſagreeable the illue, it muſt be 
imputcd 


( 45 J 
imputed to thoſe who thought themſelves wiſer 
hin the Houle, and they, and they alone muſt au- 
fer for it to their country. When he laid this, he 
was far from meaning to have it underſtood, that 


| he thought a Miniſter was never juſtifiable in dif- 


{ering in opinion from that Houſe. No man in 


| the ſituation of a Miniſter would be more likely 
| to differ from that Houſe than he ſhould ; but 


then he would adhere to his opinion, and when 
he found the Houſe and he thought differently, 


he would reſign his office, and ſay to the Houſe, 


© Chuſe another inſtrument to carry on the 
public buſinels, I am no longer fit to ſerve you.” 
Mr. Fox dwelt upon this for ſome time, and 


after urging his arguments in a variety of ſhapes, 
upon the indiſpenſible neceſſity of preſerving the 


honour of the Houle, and obliging the preſent 


Miniſters to retire, he repeated his earneſt exhor- 


tation to the Houſe to a& with temperance and 
forbearance, to do nothing raſhly or haſtily, but 
to avoid extremes, and to adhere ſteadily, but Ul- 
pallionately, to their purpoſe. Before he ſat down, 
he ſaid, he had no objection to agree to an ad- 
journment; he meant to move that the order of the 


day might be read, as ſoon as the preſent motion 


was diſpoſed of, after which he ſhould move to 
adjourn the Commons on the State of the Nation, 


to the firſt day to which the Houle ſhould think 
Proper to adjourn, 


Id Mr, 
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Mr. Puwvs, Mr. 


Powys ſuid, much 2s he reſtedted the. 
Right Hon. Gentleman who bad juſt {at dow: 
he j at! ſoy eral 111 mes withed. during! 1115 |. vii 5 dee 


os, 
tv; al he had obtruded himſelf on the Houle WI 


N 


he was fir Won his legs, and prevented that Right 


on. Gentleman {rom ſaying many things that 
he could not but think had better been left un. 
ſaid. What he had let fall, 


however, toward: 


the concluſion of his 1 eech had enabled him 


to recover his temper, and to return the Right 
Honourable Gentleman his thanks for his lpecch, 
when he had firft addreſſed the Houſe, Had 
pot that Kight IZonourable Gentleman reminded 
his Eight Honourable Friend below him of the 


neceſſity of his giving ſome explanation of his 


late conduct, and had not his Right Honourable 
Friend ariſen in e he ſhould himſclf 
have urged him to do 19. 


Mr. Powys ſpoke ol 
the IONS, lately come to, as reſolution; 
grounded on doubtful foundations, vague aſſer- 
tions, and falſe concluſions. He thought, there- 
15 12 

beiter be avoided. He faid, as the Houſe had de- 
cided againſt the Right ton. Gentleman's India 
Bill, he could {ay no mare than that he differed 
ellent ally in Obinion from the majority. With 
regard to the preſent motion, as explained by his 
his Hon. Friend who ſeconded it, and with whom 


he 


fore, any addreſs to the Crown upon them, had 


E 
he was always proud to act, he had no objection 
* rang 
r, Gilkert roſe, and was on 1 his legs for ſome Mz:.Gilbert, 
lime, * the Houle was ſo diſorderly, that Wwe 
could not collect the drift of his argument. 
The Soliciter Gener al fad, after what had pail led The Solic- 
be withed to know what necellity there was for 
the Houſe's voting any ſuch refolution * He de— 
clared, he ſaw no necetlity for it, and he delired 
0 appeal to the delicacy of the Houſe, whether 


they ought to come to any ſuch vote but in caſes 


ok urgent neceſſity : he ſaid, neve: thelefs, he had 


no objection to the motion, if he was to conſider 
as going no farther than to declare, that t 
ale relied on his Majefty s Wildom not to dtl- 
ive the Parliament, unleſs tometiung very ex- 
naordinary happened. | 
Mr. Martin roſe to ſtate, that no otwithland- Mr. Mars, 
ing what he had laid on Friday night, he had not 
1 the leall altered his general good opinion of the 
bight Honourable Gentleman below him. Mr. 
Martin ſaid, he always ated upon the impulle of 
his own judgment, rather than on the influence of 
cthers; he knew his own motives, but though 
other Gentlemen might have much oreater abili- 
tcs than himfelf, he was not always ſure of the 
q purity of their motives, and he was, therefore, 
4 liable to be deccived by them, | 
5 3 5 The 
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The queſtion was put and agreed to with, . 
divilon. 4 
Mr, Fox. Mr. Foæ then moved * that the Houſe + ould, 
at its ring, adjourn till Thurſday next.” 
W The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared lie hat 
El: 0 objection to the motion. 
It was therefore carried. 


Mr. Fox Mr. Fox next adjourned the Committee on the 
State of the Nation to that day, which was Jjl;. 
wiſe agreed to; and then the Houle role, 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Thurſday, January 29, 1784. 


ON HEARING PETITIONS. 


int Earl of Surry roſe about four o'clock, and E. of Surry. 
obſerved, that as there was no buſineſs before the 
Houſe he thought it a very proper opportunity of 
ſubmitting to the conſideration of Members, whe- 
ther the rule which limitted the hearing of private 
petitions to the fifth, ſhould not be extended to 
the nineteenth day of next month. H1s reaſon 
far putting ſuch a propottion at preſent was, that 
the confuſion which had lately marked their pro- 
ceedings had prevented people in various parts of 
the country from offering to intrude. their aſſeürs 
on the attention of Parliament, while an idea of a 
_ diſſolution fo generally prevailed : but now that 
the Nation, as well as the Houſe, were fortu— 
nately relieved from that apprehenſion, private 
pulincſs would begin to aſſume its uſual form, 0 
flow in its wonted channel; and that no one might 
be diſappointed in their intentions of deſiring the 
ſanction of Parliament in whatever had an aſpect 


to the good of the. public, he wiſhed to move the — DP 
propoſition, that the time for hearing or receiving — 
Private 4 


which might otherwiſe happen, and which, when. 


moſt pernicious conſequences. By the motion, 


TAE ORDER For MR. HAMILTON or BARCEN. 
heard from Mr. Hamilton, of Bargennie, who 
from his Grace the Duke of Portland, or any 
Member of the late Adminiſtration whatever, to 


for his attendance be let aſide ſor one week. 


11 


private petitions be fixed for the x gth day of Fe. 


brucry next. 

This motion having been put and carricd un 
nimouſly, his Lordſhip ſaid, he believed the 14. 
ſon for reſtricting this privilege, was to prevent 
private Fills being ſmuggled through the i koule, 


ever it did happen, would be attended with the 


1 


thereſore, which he had the honour to make, the 
public would be encouraged to apply in the uſual 
way, wherever the interfcrence of Parliament was 
wanted. 


NIE'S os DISCHARGED, 
Mr. Yo ork immediately Rood up and ſaid, he ha a 
had entirely exculpated himſelf from the charge 


brought againſt him in this Houle, by decl aring 
upon his 1 that he never had any authority 


make an olfer of five hundred pounds, as was re- 
Ported; and he therefore moved, that the order 


Mr Dundas 


1 1 


nelly agitated, it was undoubtedly his opinion 


2 unc defire that this was all the notice that ought to 


E be taken of the matter, and that the whole would 
] UW 85 
ile was only prevented by a noble Lord (North) 


. ppoſite to him, who alledged, that where a charge 
then making a m otion, which he now hoped 


therefore moved that the order be ene, 
Mr. Yorke ſeconded the motion. 


j the honour of the Duke of Portland and thole 


tion: and he was not a little ſurprized to hear the 
Lamed. Gentleman {peak ſo handſomely of the 
Duke of Portland this day; when if it had not 
been for ſomething of a very different tendency, 
which dropped from him, when the bufineſs was 
irlt before the Houſe, a reſolution, which had 


pate his Grace and his late colicagues, would have 
been moved, and the attendance of Mr. Hamil- 
ton, rendered unneceſſary by that reſolution, would 


out, as it had done, a mere ſally of humour. 


; was wade it ought to be fairly followed up, from: 


J would not be unacceptable to the Houſe. He 


r. Hamilton, had been entered in the Journals, 


who had ated with him, called for ſome repara- 


been read at that time, and which went to excul- 


have been diſpenſed with. Therefore it was ex- 
5 a 


Ir. Dundas ſaid, that when the matter was ori- Mr. Dundas 


E Mr. Fox {aid he had no objeQiion to the dil- Mr. Fox. 
I charge of the order: but as the accuſation, which 
q had made it neceſſary to order the attendance of _ 


„ {anre AHA + . „ 2 


Mr. H. 


Dundas, 


Lord North. 
ed Gentleman had told the Houſe, that his wiſhes 


any thi ing, when the bulinels was rſt before the 


| dered the attendance of Mr. Hamilton neceſſary, 


he had Haid on that occaſion, had been in conſe. 


recollect, that before the converſation on the 


to one of their Members, had come to a conclu- 
ſion, it was pretty generally ſeen, that there was 


102 
pected by the friends of that noble Duke, , 
ſome reſolu: ion ſhould be adopted, which ſhoujq 


be entered in the Journals, to meet the charge 
that had been brought Saint the noble Duke! 
admi {tp on. 


Mr. H. Dundas replied, that if be bad aid 


Ho. le, which migbt e thought by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman to have at that time ren. 


It was merely becauſe he had adopted an idea 
which had fallen from the nuble Lord in the blue 
ribbon. 

Lord North roſe to Juſti fy himſelf. The lean: 


to have Mr. 4 amilton of Bargennie ordered to at. 
tend, had ariſen in conſequence of ſomething that 
had been ſa id by the noble Lord oppoſite to him, 
In like manner he might te Uthe Houſe, that what 


quence of what had been ſuggeſted by the two 
noble Lords oppoſite to him. The Houſe would 


ſtrange ſtory of the zcol. a year, offered as a bribe 
no real ground of ſuſpicion againſt the Duke of 


Portland, or any of his Admin! tration, but that 
tuo 
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o noble Lords who then ſat oppoſite to him, had 
held a language ſo extraordinary, that it was im- 


1 poſſible for him, or his Right Honourable Friend, 
got to infiſt on M. Hamilton's being examined at 


the Bar. What had juſt paſſed, his Lordſhip 


{1:d had, he hoped, cleared up the matter to every 
hoc dy's ſatisfaction, and therefore he had no objec- 
tion to the order for Mr. Hamilton's attendance 


being diſcharged, provided ſuch an entry was 


made as ſhould fully exculpate the Duke of 


Portland's Adminiſtration from every degree of 


ſpicion. 
The Speaker recommended to the Houſe the 


cuſtomary form of an entry on ſuch occaſions, 
viz. ſtating, that a Member had ſtood up in his 


place, and declared that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Hamilton, &c. &c. This was adopted, 


and after Mr. Hatſell had made a proper entry, 


The Speaker. 


the order for Mr. Hamilton" 8 attendance Was dif- 


charged. 
Lord Surry ſaid, he was extremely anxious, 
that every thing like a ſuſpicion of having at- 


tempt-d to uſe bribery and corruption, might be 
wiped away from an Adminiſtration, he had the 


honour of having been connected with. He 
withed the preſent Adminiſtration had been as 


Ld. Surry. 


fres from imputation of having uſed indirect 
means to gain and to hold their ſituations; he 
CE viſhed | 


Th Solici- 
for General. 
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wiſhed alſo, that they would pay that deference, 


that was due to the Reſolution of that Hou, 
and not ſtand in the way of public buſineſs, 10 | 
remaining in place, contrary to the wiſhes of that 
Houſe, on the pretence of their having no oc! 
ſion to liſten to an accuſation, which though, uni. 


 verſally credited, from its. nature was impoflible 


to be proved. His Lordſhip ſaid, he though 
tomething more was neceſſary to be done, to put 
the character of the Duke of Portland and his 
colleagues, beyond the reach of ſuſpicion, with te- 
ſpect to the charge of 30ol. he therefore moved, 
„That it appears to this . Houſe, that the 


< charges contained in the ſaid information, re- 


ſpecting the Duke of Portland and the late Ad. 
* miniſtration, were groundleſs.” 
The Solicitor General, when the Earl of Surry 


uſed the word charge, called acrols the Houſe, 


what charge? I know of no charge that has been 
urged ; and the moment the Earl of Surry ft 


down, the Attorney General roſe and ſaid, he did 


not conceive the preſent motion at all- neceſlary ; 
had any regular charge been made againſt the 


Duke of Portland, he ſhould: have agreed with 


the noble Lord, that ſome ſuch motion as that 


now made might have been proper for the Houle 


to have agreed to, but as there had not been any 


ing to ſuch a motion wholly unneceſſary. 


thing like a charge ſtated, he thought the agrec- 


| Lord 


E 


ted to the Houſe, that an offer had been made 
tim of a place of gcol. a year, if he would 
change ſides, and vote with Mr. Fox, and he had 
declared, he underſtobod that offer to come from 
the Portland Adininiſtration. This his Lordſhip 
i aid, he could not conſider but as a charge, and 
F that of a very ſerious nature; it required there- 
| fore, fince the Houſe were by this time fully con- 
vinced that the charge was unfounded, that they 
| ould expreſsly ſay fo, and for this realon he 
E {bould perſiſt in his motion. 


1th inſtant might be read. This being complied 
with, he entered into a freſh argument on the 
polition before laid down by bim, that there was 
po occaliqn lor coming to any ſuch Reſolution as 

that now moved. 

This was anſwered by Lord Surry, who main- 
tained the reverſe doctrine. At length the quel- 
uon was put and carried. 


Srark or 168 NATION; 


lord Surry faid, a Member in his place had 1a sum 


The Attorney General deſired the entry of the ee 


Mr. Fox once more roſe to call the atten- Mr. re. 
uon of the Houle to the very extraordinary ſtate 

A the country. He meant not, he ſaid, to de- 
part from the advice he had himſelf given the 
WS > or on 


tical circumſtances, aud that nothing raſh. not; 


that inſulted ſouſe in der: nce of its own bond 
and its own dignity. He ſhould, theret. re, A 


Committee en the State ot the Nation till Mende: 


i 
Houſe, when he recommended furbearancy - 150 
moderation. He was aware of the wiſdom of | 
procecding ſlowly and cautiouſly, under ſuch Go, 


kJ 


harſh, noth ng h.fty. ouglit to be attempred . 


fore he ſat down, pr. bably my- to adjoun the 


next *, but two or three new circumſtances ha, 
e | OCCurred 


* This reſolution was formed in conſequence of the fl. 
lowing proceedings of the Gentlemen, Members of ne 
Houſe of Commons, who aſſembled at the St. Alhan's 
Tavern on Monday, Tueſday, an Thurſday, with a viewt 
conciliate differences, and to ſorvard an Union of the con. 


| tending parties in Parliament: 


On Monday tie 26th inſtent, a meeting was held at die 
St. Alban's Tavern, for the puipoſe of recommending an 
union of parties, when an avureſs was agreed to and figuel 


by fifty-three Members of the Houſe of Commons, and pre- 
| ſented by a Committee to the Duke of Portland and the Right 


Hon, William Pitt, The purport of the Addrefs h wing 
already appearcd in Print, it is anneceſſary to repeat it. 
which the following anſwers were returned: 

The Duke of Portland returned for anſwer; * That he 


„ ſhould think himſelf happy 1 in obeying the commands of 

* io reſpectable a meeting. But the greateſt difficulty to 
:“ him, and he imagines Rill greater to Mr. Pitt, was Nr, 
« Pitt's being in office.” 

Mr. Pitt's anſwer was; That he wil I be very ready to 

0 Pay attention to the commands of ſo reſpectable a meeting, 


10 and 


„ 


e 
Cecurred, within the paſt ff; days, reſpeRting 


he thought it neceſſary to! lau a jew Words. 


* 1 ch 
The Au miniſtration continued to hold their ſitna- 


tions, 


„and co-operate with their wiſhes, to form a ſtronger 
„ and more extended Aemini gration; if the ſame can be 
„ done with principle and honour.” 
On Tueſday the 27th, the Genilemen met at the Card 
tavern, when there appeared to be ſeventy members, and the 
Abore antwers being read, they came to the following reſo- 


Jutions : | 7 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this B -eting be given to 


bis Grace the Duke of Portland, and the bt Hon. Wil- 


liam Pitt, ſor the attention they have reipeCtively declared 
themlelves rc 'ady to pay to the e preſented to them 
in our names. | 

Reſolve, ſecondly, That in anxious expektation of a 
cordial co-operation of great and reſpetable characters | 
acting on the ſame public principles, we beg leave to 
cypreſs Hur moſt earneſt with, that ſome explanation may be 
had between the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt on any 
difficulty in that way of confidential intercourſe. 

Relolved, thirdly, That we do not preſume to point out 
the mode iu which ſuch mutual explanation may be obtained, 
ſkudioully avoiding any interference on our part which may 
impede or counteract whatever ſteps are taken towards that 
communication which it is our object to effec, 

Reſolved, fourthly, That the Chairman be deſired to com- 
municate the Reſolutions to his Grace of Portland and Mr. 
Pitt. | 

The Reſolutions being communicated to Mr. Pitt, he 
returned the following anſwer : 
Mr. Pitt having received from ſo reſpeQable a mecting 


an intimation of their wiſhes, that ſome explanation may 
| 66 he 


18 
tions, in defiance of the ſenſe of that Flouſe; 


that Houſe had voted their diſapprobation 15 
them, and declared them unworthy of their 


Con dence, 


r be had between the Duke of Portland and himſelf, c on any 
5 difficulties in the way of confidential intercourſe, beg to 
«© aſſure Mr. Groſvenor (the Chairman) that there are ng 
% difficulties on his part in the way of an immediate inter- 
'**£ courſe with the Duke of Portland on the ſubjeR of an 
* union, conſiſtent with honour and principle, which he 
20 agrees with the Gentlemen of the Meeting in thinking 
of the greateſt importance in the preſent ſtate of the 
country. If, on his Grace's part, there are any objeions 
« to ſuch intercourſe, Mr. Pitt wiſhes to have them ſtated 
„. and will 1 give a direct anſwer with regard to 
e them,” | 
The Duke of Portland returned the following anſye: 
. to the Chairman): 
3 65 Devon Houſe, T 2 Jar. 29, 1784. 
4 8 1 R, : 
As you have ſo very obligingly communicated þ to me 
3 the aſſurances you have received from Mr, Pitt, that 
there are no difficulties on his part in the way of an imme- 
* diate intercourſe between him and me on the ſubject of an 
union of parties, and that he is ready to give an immedi- 
date and direct anſwer to any objections which I may have 
to ſuch intercourſe,” my ſincere inclination to concur in 
„„the wiſhes of the very reſpectable meeting, of which you 


* fo worthily fill the chair; and my anxious defire to ſee 
ſuch an Adminiſtration formed upon a ſolid and ſecure 
«« baſis as may reſtore harmony to this diſtracted empire, and 
«© may be entitled to a confidence and ſupport of every true 
& friend of his country, make i it neceſſary for me to trouble 
cc you 


80 
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-onfidence, and incapable of doing the public 
any ſervice, but they ſtill remained in office. 
On the laſt day the Houſe met, the Right 
Honourable 


t you with a repetition of the reaſons which I aſſigned to 
you and other gentlemen who delivered me the repre- 
« ſentation and requiſition of your meeting of the 26th 
„ [anvary, for declining an immediate interview with Mr. 
Pitt, on the preſent arduous ſituation of public affairs. 

% had the honour of ſtating to you, I did not think it 
Ml poſſible that ſuch a meeting would tend to forward the 
« deſirable end we all wiſh, as long as Mr. Pitt remained in 
« his Miniſterial capacity, notwithſtanding the Reſolution 
« of the Houſe of Commons of the 16th inſtant. Under 
« theſe circumſtances the embarraſſment ſeems mutual and 
difficult to be got over, but if any expedient can be devifed | 
« for removing it, I ſhall be extremely ready to confer with 
«« Mr, Pitt, and to contribute every faculty in my powes: to 
promote the object of your joint wiſhes. 

70 1 have the honour to be, 
With great reſpect, 

% Your meſt obedient, 
(Signed) PORTTAND.“ 
Thomas Gro/vencr, Eſq. EE 

Chairman. 

"Thurſday the 29th. The Gentlemen met, and there 
being above eighty Members preſent, they came to the fol- 
lowing reſolution: | 

Reſolved, That the Chairman be requeſted: to return our 
thanks to the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, for the addi- 
tional favour they have now given of thetr attention to 28 
wiſhes, 

To b expreſs. our cordial fatisfation to find they agree in 

opinion 
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ink unt; but in the courie ot all he had [ad i 
in ies n of bis conduct was, that i 


tine againlt the voice of the Loule of Com. 
mons. Uadoubtediy it was not; but was that 


be considered as latisfactory to the ountry; F We 


without a wr yerame nt: in as bad a plight as if 
there was not ally Adm n ration, or rather not 


niſtration, though ferv ce could not be dune the 
country, 0 Glnle vice Lon 1d be effected. 


opinion with this mectin 
Importance, and is the ubje 


may be adviled, which may tend to remove the difficu'ty, 


| nication between them, on the balken of a cordial and per- 


[4700 -- 1 


Honour ai2le Gentleman cppoiite to him, had co 

deſcen d ed, in ſome fort to comply with the I qu. 
that 
Houle he mriitives for hie continuing in place 


fition ſo often made to him, to. fate to 
afte Ee elolution Voicd en Non: HW. tne 10ʃ 


3 N ee th ol, eaten he had alfioned, 


wa not era! er an Admintration to con. 


an anfwer ſatisfactory to that Houſe ? Ougkr it t0 


ſtood now, with an Adminiſtration indeed, but 


10 good. B: Caule. if there was not Any Acmi- | 


_ 


g, that an union is of the higheſt 
ect of their joint wiſhes. 

To intimate to them, that after theſe declarations, we are 
the more ſtrongly confirmed in our hope and expectation,. 


that by che intervention of mutual friends, ſome expedient 
which is ſtated to be the molt material obſtacle to a corumy- 


- Manent union. wh 
(Signed) fo . GROSVENOR, Chairman, 
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reſent it was evident, the Adminiſtration, al- 
tough it could not bring forward any one mea- 
ure ol Government in that Houſe, though it could 
bot do any thing materially uſeful or neceſſary, 
could yet exerciſe that power of diſpenſing the 
honours and favours, which the conſtitution had 
lodged in the prerogative, and for the exerciſe of 
which Miniſters were as fully reſponſible as for the 
exerciſe of any other part of the royal prerogative, 
The conduct of Miniſters now was an exact 
counterpart of their conduct during the Interreg- 
num, as it had been called, of the laſt year, in 
| kke manner as the preſent ſituation of Miniſters 
was ſimilar to the ſituation of Miniſters then, with 
the difference only, that they had then declared 
themſelves to be Miniſters in name only, and not 
in reſponſibility, whereas now they were Mini- 


1 ſters ! in reſponſibility, but Miniſters incapable of 
carrying on the public buſineſs. During the 
interregnnm, Miniſters exerciſed that part of the 


influence of the Crown with a free hand, and 
diſtributed honours and favours pretty liberally. 
Miniſters had, within the paſt fix days, granted 
ſome of the highelt honours the Crown had it in 
its power to bellow. Mr. Fox declared he had 
nothing to fay againſt the perſons who had been 
elected as objects of thoſe honours. Whether 
Miniſters had done it with a view to conciliate the 
two Houſes, or-meiely with a view to ſwell their 
own influence, and put conciliation at a greater 


th 3 y diſtance, 
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diſtance, he would leave the Houſe to determine. 
He had himſelf once been ſneered at in tha: 


Houſe on the idea, that he and his colleagues 


in Adminiſtration were not in poſſeſſion of lo 
much influence of the Crown, as to be able to 
diſtribute peerages, where it was imagined they 
thought them due, and wiſhed to beſtow them.— 
That ſneer he had borne with patience, without 
attempting to deny, that the argument on which 
it was reſted, was founded. What then was the 


reſult of a compariſon between the want of power 
during the Adminiſtration, in which he had 2 
| ſhare, to uſe the influence of the Crown in this 
particular, and the full poſſeſſion of that influence 
by the preſent Miniſters, but this ?—That the 


fort of influence of the Crown in queſtion was 
denied to thoſe Miniſters who had the confidence 


of that Houſe, and given unreſervedly to thoſe 
who had it not. In other words, it proved, that 


the Crown was ſhy of an Admmiſtration capable 
of doing the buſineſs of the public, and poſſeſſed 


of the confidence of the Houſe of Commons, but 
ready and willing to lend the whole of its inſlu - 
ence to ſupport and ſtrengthen an Adminiſtration 


continuing in office in dire& oppofition to that 


| Houle, and in defiance of its declared opinion.— 

Mr. Fox reaſoned upon this for ſome time, and 

ſaid, the attempts to ſeduce the majority of that 
Houſe by e, would be found as fruit- 


leſs 


ee 

if; as the endeavours to warp it from its pur- 
ole, by threats and menaces had already proved, 

The Houſe had ſtood firmly and nobly, and were 


neither to be tempted nor terrified, though abun- 


dant effort had been practiſed upon them both 

ways. He enlarged upon this idea, and after 

putting the unconſtitutional conduct of Miniſters 
in withſtanding the reſolutions of that Houſe in 
many ſtrong points of view, he repeated his de- 
termination to attempt nothing haſty or intem- 
perate; he therefore moved to adjourn the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Nation till Monday. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had no W 


e 
| objeftion to the motion for adjourning the Com- chequer. 


mittee on the State of the Nation, but as often as 


3 the Right Hon. Gentleman thought proper to 


attack him in the manner he had done, he ſhould 


take ſome notice of what he ſaid, and not ſuffer 


the idea to remain, that every member who did 
not think exactly as the Right Hon. Gentleman 
did, and act with him, was therefore an enemy 
to the Conſtitution. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
had been pleaſed to aſſert, that the only reaſon 
aſſigned by him in juſtification of his continuing 
in office after the reſolution of Monday ſe:nmight 
had paſſed, was, that an Adminiſtration's con- 
tinuing in office, even though againſt the ſenſe of 
the Houſe of Commons, was not illegal; he ap- 


pealed to the recollection of the Houle, whether 
3-4 that 
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that was the only reaſon he had aſſigned? or whe. 
ther, on the contrary, he had not accompanied 


that reaſon with many arguments to prove, that 
a Miniſter, actuated by a due ſenſe of duty to his 
Sovereign and to his country, might act honour. 


ably, and even laudably, by remaining in office 


againſt the ſenſe of that Houſe ? That ſuch con. 
duct was not contrary to law, he again repeated, 
and he felt it to be no weak argument in his 
juilification, that there was nothing illegal in his 
holding his ſituation, till he ſaw ſome proſpett of 
his reſigning it, not being likely to be attended 
with thoſe evil conſequences, and thoſe milchiefs 
to the country, that muſt have followed, had he 


raſhly and haſtily quitted it, the day after the 

Houle came to the reſolution in queſtion, --Yince-. 
he had laſt urged that argument, nothing had 
paſſed that gave him any reaſon to reproach him- 


ſelf with having ated improperly, and he was 
convinced the more the {ſubject was diſcuſſed and 


examined, the leſs he ſhould be found to deſer ve 


reprehenſion or cenſure for his conduct in this 


particular. Nay, he was convinced, that had he 
reſigned, he ſhould not have gratified the ſincere 
wiſhes of the majority of that Houſe any more, 


than met the hopes and expectations of the nation 


at large. The Rigi Hon. Gentleman was fond 


of ſounding him as to [intentions ; if the Right 


Hor. Gentleman was in ſuch a hurry for his oy 
tiring, 
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icing, he knew there were two methods, and each 
them perfectly conſtitutional, for obliging him 
10 quit his office. Let the Adminiſtration be 
| roceeded againſt criminally, and puniſhed, if they 
terre it; or let the Houſe vote the addreſs for 
heir diſmiſion. Theſe were conſtitutional means, 
il he Houſe choſe to ule them. The Right Hon. 
Centleman had been pleaſed to ſay, the country 
nad an Adminiſtration, but no Government.— 
e denied the aſſertion. It had a Government, 
and though, from peculiar and very ſingular cir- 
cumſtances, the buſineſs of the public had been 
delayed for ſome time paſt in that Houſe, in con- 
| ſequence of the extraordinary debates that had 
| taken place of late within-thoſe walls, yet all the 
neceſſary functions of Government were not at a 
| land, but were in daily exerciſe for the benefit 
| of the country. The public had felt nothing of 
| that anarchy and confuſion that was threatened ; 
and notwithſtanding the invidious manner in 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman had thought 
| proper to hold out the peerages with which his 
| Majeſly had been pleaſed to honour certain Mem- 
| bers of that Houſe, and ' notwithſtanding the in- 
ſinuation that they were not beſtowed with a 
view to beget a ſpirit of conciliation and cordiality 
betwen the two Houſes, he defied the Right Hon. 
Gentleman to ſay, that they had been granted to 
perlons unworthy of ſuch honours, or to whom 
5 the 


the Crown. No Miniſter, therefore, was bound 


Lord N. reh. 
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the country had not been long accuſtomed 00 e! 
up with reſpect and eſteem. The Right Hoe 
Gentleman had charged the prelent Adminiſla. 
tion with continuing in office for the ſole pur 


nc 
Boſe 
of diſtributing rewards and favours ; the charge 
was not more invidious than ill 1 thou 

they all knew there had been adminiſtration 
who, even after they had been out of office, hat 
thought proper to beſtow the favours of the Crow Wl 
upon their friends and ſupporters. He profeſs Wi" 
great reſpect for the opinion and ſentiments d 
that Houſe ; but much as the reſpect he protelle 
for that Houſe was, he would, nevertheleſs, take 
upon him to aſſert, in the face of the Houle, 
that the diſtribution of honours and rewards, fel 
not within their province, but lay wholly with 


to aſk the advice of the Houſe of Commons t9 
whom peerages ought, or ought not, to be grant- 
ed. The Chancellor of the Exchequer met Mi. 
I'ox's arguments one by one, and ſaid ſomething. 
in anſwer to each. He concluded with repeating 
his declaration, that he had no objeQion to the 
motion for adjourning the Committee on the tate 
of the Nation. 
Lord North replied to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. His Lordſhip after a ſhort introduc- 
tion, deſcribing the extraordinary circumſtances 
of the preſent Adm iniſtration, which, contrary t0 
| every 
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ery thing that had happened bes the Revolu- 


on, choſe to continue in place againſt the wiſhes 
ad againſt the opinion of the Houſe of Com- 


Pons, ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman and his 


olleagues in office he was ſure were determined 
bo ſhew the country the vaſt advantages it had loſt 


not having adopted the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man's India Bill. They meant, it was evident, 


Wo ſland upon new ground as an Adminiſtration, 


and to conſider themſelves as a Miniſtry, whole 


Erurpoſe it was not to plan, not to direct, 
not to execute meaſures of their own, but to 
check, ſuperintend, and controul the meaſures of 
others. They had undertaken the taſk with a 
view, doubtleſs, to check and controul the violence 
of that Houſe, to prevent their coming to any 
Reſolutions of a harſh or intemperate nature, and 
to keep them within due bounds. 
celofully handling this idea, his Lordſhip took 
notice of that part of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer's ſpeech, in which he had attacked Mr. 
Fox for what he ſaid of the Peerages lately granted, 
and declared, the Hon. Gentleman had taken a 
great deal of pains to defend the characters of thoſe 


After very ſuc- 


lately elevated to a Peerage, whereas his Right 
Hon. Friend had never attacked them, but had 
merely argued upon the exerciſe of that Influence 


of the Crown by an Adminiſtration, who it was 
| Plain could do nothing elle. 


His Lordſhip allo 
adverted 
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adverted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer', 99 
claration, that it would not have gratified the fu. 
cere wiſhes of the majority of that Houle, hag 
0 reſigned immediately after the Reſolution lad} 
| palled, which declared that the Houſe had 10 
confidence in the prelent Adminiſtration, Hi, 
Lordſhip ſaid, this was aſſigning a reaſon for con. 
tinuing in office, that he believed had never ex. | 
tered the heart of man before. The majority of 
that Houſe, by an explicit Reſolution, had de. 
clared their diſapprobation of the Hon. Gentle. 
man as a Miniſter, and the Hon. Gentleman, ye. 
vertheleſs, took upon him to aſſert, that hisreſfign,. 
tion would not have gratified the wiſhes of thi; | 
majority. He would leave it to the Hon. Cen- 
tleman to reconcile this argument to reaſon ac 
common ſenſe. The Hon. Gentleman, he went on 
to obſerve, had ſaid there were two conſlitutional | 
modes of removing him from his office, The one 
by impeachment and a criminal proceſs; the other | 
by addreſs. Both thefe ways were certainly at the 
option of the Houſe, but the Hon. G-ntleman 
well knew that he could not be proceeded againſt 
criminally, before no one of his meaſures as a 
Miniſter was complained of, but the means by 
which he came into power. That the Houl: 
might addreſs the Crown for a removal of Mi- 
niſters was undoubtedly a conſtitutional mode of 
ProcoFamg, but he thought his Right Hon. Friend 
: afted 
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added wiſely, in not precipitately adopting that 
meaſure. It was right, it was prudent, to wait 
till the laſt moment, before fuch a ſtep was taken, 
becauſe it would convince the world, who it was 
that made ſuch a flep neceſſary, and forced the 
Houſe to come into it. After. urging this very 
ſrenuouſſy, his 1.ordſhip concluded with de- 
claring the motion had his aſſent. 


Lordſhip declared, he was glad the Right Hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exechequer had not reſigned, 
becauſe if he had, it would have made room for 
the Right Hon. Gentleman over the way to come 
in as Diftator of the country; a ſituation in which 
he wiſhed not to fee any man, who had either 
planned or ſupported the India Bill, that tore 
away the chartered rights of individuals, and 
daringly broke through all thoſe barriers which the 
Conſtitution had placed to guard, protect, and ſe- 
cure the property of the ſubject. His Lordſhip 
ſaid, the Reſolution come to by the Houſe on 
Monday ſe'nnight was ill founded and ſcandalous. 
t alſerted facts that remained to be proved, and 

on theſe premiſes, no way eſtabliſhed, built a 

concluſion falfe and unjuſtifiable. He hoped the 
day was not far diſtant when that Reſolution 
would be reſcinded. He was fure the Houſe muſt 
ſee that it ought to be reſcinded. [There was a 
call acroſs the Houſe of, move ! move ! move J] His 
2 e 


Lord Nugent warmly ſupported Mr. Pitt. His 1 Id. Nugent, 


* 
Lordſhip thereapon declared, that he was not ſo 
much of an Iriſhman as to wHh to put the cart be. 
fore the horie, If his ſtrength would let him ſtay 
out a long debate, he would move to reſcind the 
Reſolution, but fituated as his health was, he 
could not do it. He then proceeded to examine 
the foundation of the Reſolution ; he laid, the 


cant cry of private adviſers and private influence was 
no new cry. It had been introduced, when the J 


Earl of Bute underwent a great deal of clamour 


and a great deal of odium, for being ſuppoſed to 


be the adviſer of his Majeſty behind the ſercen. | 


In the preſent caſe, there was nothing unconſtitu- 


tional, nothing improper. A Nobleman had 


peen called upon by his Sovereign to give him his 


advice, and he gave it. What was there in all 
that ? Every man, whoſe advice was aſked, had | 
a right to give it. Our great deliverer, William 
the Third. took more advice from Sir William 


Temple in his retirement, than from all his Mt- 
niſters, and where was the harm of a King's doing 
% None in the world : let who would give the 
advice, if his Miniſters acted upon it, hes were 
reſponbble for it. But in the preſent caſe what bad 


motives could the Nobleman in queſtion be ſuppoſcd 


to be actuated by? Flis rank, his fortune was great. 


Ulis ambition had nothing to hope for more. His 


advice therefore was as little likely to do harm as 
that of the Right Hon. Gentleman cver the way. 
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His Lordſhip, in the courſe of his ſpeech, ſaid, 
he had a right to ſpeak his mind freely; he had a 
great ſtake in the country; he had much to loſe. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman over the way and his 
numerous adherents haddittle or nothing to loſe, but 


every thing to hope for. With regard to the late 


Adminiſtration, he declared no man had a higher 
opinion of the noble Due at the head of it than 


he had. He was an honeſt and a good man- 


Ho able he was, he could not ſay ; but he had 


always underſtood that an ivory knife was more 


uleful in an office than a razor; it would cut 
ſmoother. With regard to the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman over the way, he had great abilities, but he 


did not wiſh to ſee him a Miniſter; he would not 
chooſe that he ſhould have the ſole rule of the 


kin: :dom. He ſhould like to ſee him acting! in co- 


operation and concert with the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman below bim. He wiſhed they were united; 
but ik they could not be brought together, the 


kingdom ought not to be facriiiced to them. 


They were not worth ſuch a ſacrifice. Neither of 


them were of any conſideration, compared with the | 


general well-being of the nation Nor ought it to 


be ſuppoled, that our preſervation depended upon 


two men only. His Lordſhip decl red he ſpobe 
lincerely, he was connected with no man. He 


knew very little of the preſent Chancellor of the 


Exchequer as a Miniſter. | He believed he meant 
- 2 8 8 well, 
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Mr. Fox. 
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well, and while he did fo, He wiſhed him ſuc. 


cels. 


Mr. Fox and Mr. Powys roſe together ; Mr. 


Powys however gave way, and Mr. Fox ſaid, 


there had been ſomething ſo perſonal to him in 
the ſpeech of the noble Lord, that he could not 
let it pals unnoticed. The noble Lord had been 
pleaſed to charge him with deſiring to be the 
diclator of the country; and bad d he would 


not ſupport any man's attempt to be a dictator 


who had brought in the India Bill. He hoped, 


whether any perſon had brought in the India Bill 
or not, the noble Lord would not ſupport him in : SE 
his attempt to be a dilator; but he defired © 
to know what part of his public conduct it 
was, that authorized the noble Lord to inſi- 
nuate ſuch a charge at his expence ? He ap- 
pealed to every deſcription of men with whom 
he had at any time acted, either in or out of 
office, whether they had ever found him an im- 


practicable man. or had ſeen any thing like a defire 


to diftate in him. He was perſuaded ſuch a de- 
ſire made no part of his character; on the con- 
trary, he truſted, that it had been lufficiently 
plain, that all his life it had been his aim to pre- 


lerve the due weight and independence of every 


individual with whom he was connected, and to 
prevent any man from railing himſelf up to be a 
dictator, or any thing like it. What was it that 
e eee e Bongo Poo. "enki 
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quided and governed his conduct then? But 
n earneſt and anxious deſire to prevent one 
nan from acting as a dictator of the whole king- 
gom, in defiance of that Houſe, and in de- 
ſance of the Con!iitution ? With regard to 


he India Bill, it had received the counte- 


nance and ſupport of a decided majority of 
hat Houſe ſo repeatedly, that he ſhould never be 


aſhamed of having introduced it. The noble 


Lord had held a ſtrange language reſpecting the 


Reſolution of that Hgouſe. Did the noble Lord 


remember where he was? Did he recolleQ who 


he was addreſſing ? Did he recolle& that he was 


not yet created a Zritiſh Peer and ſent up to the 
other Houle, where ſuch language might poſſibly 
prove acceptable? Upon what ground was it that 


the noble Lord had ventured to defend his 


noble relation ? Becaule he was 'a man of 


3 high rank and large fortune! Was that a 
ground to argue upon in defence of an un- 


fl 


conſtitutional act? What had rank, what had 


jortune to do with the bulinels? The noble 


Lord had ſaid his noble relation had a better 
right to adviſe his Sovereign than he had. He 


would tell the noble Lord why his noble relation 
had not ſo good a right: The noble Lord at the 


time was a private Peer, in no reſponſible ſituation, 
whereas he had been his Majeſty's Secretary of 
EE: : Co State; 
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State; the fit perſon to adviſe the Crown, in | 


ge liep 


Mi woul 


reſponſible for the advice he gave. The n. vil”... - 
Lord had been pleaied to lay, he had a lage {\ukg a 
| | 8 1 garmth 


in the country, and much to loſe, and to defelibę 
Him- and his friends as men who had little to riſque, 
and every thing to hope for. Ihe peculiar libe. 
rality of ſuch a deſcription he wouid leave to the 
candour of every gentleman to decide upon ; but 
great as his reſpect was for property, be never 
would ſubſcribe to the doctrine, that men af 


ban had 
med pe 
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umon ſ 
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nate, m 


wealth only were intereſled in the Conſtitution, I 2 
and had a right to interſere for its proferenicn | 5 
Men of great wealth had rarely much elſe to boat i Tout 
| of. Perhaps 1t would be ealy to prove, that it ; 85 
more peculiarly became the duty of individuals not Jy 
affluent, to watch and look to the (onſtitution, No 


than any other deſcription of perſons whatever, | 
To them liberty was moſt dear, and it was moſt 
their intereſt to take care of its preſervation. | 


ap 4 
an U 


Let the noble Lord look to other countries, o* 
and he would there fee abundant reaſon to 'I 00 
enake Engliſhinen, who were not entitled to A 
mix with the ariſtocracy, jealous of their free- 5 
dom. Mr. Fox ſaid a great deal more of remon- 5 
trance to Lord Nugent for his ſpeech, 2 con- WM , 
cluded, with reminding the oppoſite fide, that q E 


if the Houſe, in defence of its own honouy, 1}: Ries I 
ON Monday next feel it incumbent on them to go 9 
one 


( 
re lep farther to enforce their Reſolution, the 
yt would lie with them entirely. 


Mr. Powys declared, he wondered not at the Mr. Powys. 


rarmth with which the Right Honourable Gentle- 
nan had retor ted on the noble Lord for his ill- 
med perſonal inſinuations. At ſuch a moment 
i the preſent, when it was the general deſire that 


hate, maſt necellarily excite new heats and animo- 
ſties. For this purpoſe it was that he recom- 


ion ſhould take place, he wiſhed that nothing 
night be ſaid, that, inſtead of tending to conci- 


mended it to the Houle to ſtick to the motion, 


hich appeared to be granary approved, and to 


adjourn immediately. 


ell, a general wiſh for conciliation and union, 
provided an union could be effected upon prin- 


about the India buſineſs, as fire and water, The 
Governor obſerved, the Right Honourable Gen- 


tieman below him had declared he would ſtick 


to the principle of his India Bill, but would 
accommodate in every other particular; whereas 
the Right Honourable Geatleman oppoſite de- 
dared as [trenuouſly againſt the principle of that 


cipe, tHe did not, however, well ſee how ſuch 
an union could be brought about, ſince the two. 
light Honourable Gentlemen differed as widely 


Governor Johnſtone ſaid, there was, undoubt- Coverno: 
Johnſtone- 


Bill, and had ſaid © give up the principle, and 11 


give up the accommodation.“ This the Go- 
vernor 
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vernor ſaid ought to be explained, or they ve 
adjourning from day to day without getting one | 
ſtep forward, and ſhould be juſt as far from ag 
Union on Principle next Monday as ever. If au 
Addreſs to the Crown was to be moved for at all-. 
he wiſhed it might be moved when they met 
next, that matters might come to a decißon © one 
way or another. I 

The queſtion being now put, the Houſe roſe f 
and adjourned till the next morning, when they 
met to go to hear their Chaplain preach at St. Y 
Margaret's Weſtminſter, and then adjourned I 
over tall Monday. 


HOUSE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 2, 1784. 
COALITION OF PARTIES. 


| Morton BY THE En OF THE Sr, 
Ar.Bax's TaAveRN MEETING. 


Ms. Groſvenor role fon after the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer came into the Houſe, and in a 
low tone of voice ſtated to the Houſe, in a ſum- 
mary way, an account of the part he had taken, 
in concert with other Gentlemen, to effect an 
Union of the contending parties in Parliament, 


Mr . CG of, 


Venore . 


and by that means to make room for a ſtable. 


aud permanent Adminiſtration. Mr. Groſvenor 
laid, the country called for ſuch an Adminiltra- 
tion, and with a view to make room for it, he 
ſhould propoſe a motion, which had been ſhewn 


to a great number of Gentlemen, and approved 
of by them. He hoped it would be approved 


of by the Houſe. He laid, he was not particu- 
larly intereſted in it, farther than as he was in- 


tereſted in common with every man who heard 
him, with every man who felt for and wiſhed 


well to the country, and with all who were de- 


Tous of lecuring to themſelves and to their poſte · 


A a rity 


A 
| 


E 
rity che bleſſing of a free 56 happy 8 on. 


The motion was, 

That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that 
0 the preſent arduous and critical fituation ot 
public affairs, requires the exertion of a firm, 
** efficient, extended, united Adminiſtration, en- 
* titled to the confidence of the people, and ſuch 
as may have a tendency to put an end to the 
unfortunate diviſions and diſtractions of this 
| country.” 
Copt. James Captain James Lullrell roſe to ſecond the mo- 
ere. tion. He laid he wiſhed to be conſidered as every 

way unconnected, and impartial ; his profeſſional 
duty had kept him from taking any part in the de- 
bates of that Houſe for near ſour years paſt, and 
nothing ſhould have tempted him to ſtep ſorward 
but the critical ſituation of the country, and a 
wotion, which, while it was wholly diveſted of 


ce 


0 


party ſpleen and invective, ſeemed to be every | 


way ſo. well adapted to that ſituation. Mr. Lut- 
trell took a view of the ſtate of parties, and diſ- 
culled the ſabje& at fome length. He ſaid ſuch 
was the height to which diſſention had been car- 
ried, that it was evident the Houſe was divided 
into two parties, ſo powerful, that each was too 
ftrong for the other. It was not therefore in 
the power of any man to effect an Union; it re- 
quired the authority of that Houſe to enforce ſo 
ſalutary a meaſure. Had it lain within the reach 
ol an individual, he was perſuaded the firſt ſub- 
1 85 ject 
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x in the kingdom would have eſſected it. Hay 
ing laid this, Mr. Luttrell went into a nice di{- 
quifition of the difficulties in the way of union, 
and argued that the reſignation of the preſent 
Miniſtry was neither neceſſary as a facrifice to 
the honour of the Houſe, nor as 2 oratification 
of party vengeance. | In order to maintain this 
polition, Mr. Luttrell laid it down as an undent- 
able principle, that the appointment and diſmil- | 
| fron of Minifters was one of the indiſputable pre- 
rozatives of the Crown, and that any attempt 
tending to invade that prerogative was at once 
unconſtitutional and dangerous. In the prelent 

cale, the Houſe had come to a reſolution, declar- 
ing their opinion of the Minifl ry, and upon 
that reſolution was grounded all the argument 
iniſted upon ſo ſtrenuouſly, that Miniſters ought to 
relign. A reſolution of the Houſe, he obſerved, 
was not law, nor had it abſtractedly a legal opera- 

tion, Other proceſs muſt be grounded upon it, be- 
fore it could have effect. Thus, for inſtance, that 
Houſe impeaches a Miniſter ; the impeachment 
neither convicts nor puniſhes. Ihe Miniſter goes 
to trial, and upon the iſſue of the trial depends 
the guilt or innocence, the acquittal or condemna- 
nation of the party impeached. In like manner Mr. 
| Luttrell reaſoned upon the effects of a ſingle reſo- 
lution of the Houſe, however ſtrongly ſtated, and 
endeavoured to prove that the reſignation of the 
preſent Miniſters might be given up without de- 

T3 gradation 


gradation of the honour of the Houſe, and perhaps 
that it would be adviſeable to do fo, as a means af 
forwarding the union of parties ſo much to be de- 
fired. That an union was necellary, in order to 
arrange a firm and laſting Government was, he 


(aid but top evident, from the concurrent teſlj- 


mony of all ranks of men, and [rom the preſent 
Nate of affairs. If the appearance of things at 
home did not ſufficiently eyince this truth, Mr. 
Luttrell deſired Gentlemen to turn their eyes 
abroad, and they would ſee ample and undeniable 


| proof of i its rcality. Ihe affairs of India were faid 


to be extremely preſling ; undoubtedly they were 
ſo, but he would venture to ſay, that before we 
attempted to govern India, we ought to ſhew our- 
ſelves able to govern England; a good government 
of India could only originate in a wife government 
at home. Nor ſhould we perhaps have India 
long to govern, if an end was not put to party-feuds 
aud diflenfions, The French had already ſent out 
a number of troops thither. The Dutch allo, who 
_ doubtleſs had not yet forgotten or forgiven our 
capture of Saint Euſtatius, had not ligned their 
Definitive Treaty of Peace with us; we had little 
reaſon, therefore, to expect favour there. Again, 
let Gentlemen look at the fiſler kingdom, and lee 


the gloomy and unſettled ſtate of its aflairs. In 


| ſhort, turn their eyes which way they would, there 
was caule of alarm, of anxious expectation, and 
of probable danger. Let us, therefore, faid Mr. 
1 attreil, 
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Luttrell, beware that we do not become con. 
emptible in the eyes of all Europe, and afford our 


-1rural enemies cauſe to regard us as a nation of 


Geese inſtead of Foxes. 

Sir George Cornwall' defired to caution the 
louſe againſt conſidering the ſpeech of the Hon. 
Gentleman who had ſeconded the motion, as con- 


toining the ſentiments of the meeting where the 


motion had been firſt propoſed and thought expe- 
dient to be made in the Houſe. That meeting 
had not argued in the manner in which the Hon. 


 Gentlewan had delivered himſelf. The Hon. 
Gentleman, Sir George oblerved, had declared 
himſelf to be a fair, independent, and impartial 


man. He did not doubt in the leaſt, that he was 
the character he declared he was, but he could 
not help ſay ing, he wiſhed his ſpeech had been as 


Sir Ceorge 
Cornwall, 


fur and impartial as the Hon. Gentleman had 


profeſſed himſelf. 


Captain James Luttrel] roſe again, 4 ſaid, he Capt. JTrmes 


Lu: :rclt, 


ceitainly had not ſpoken the ſentiments of the 


reipeftable meeting alluded to, nor affected to 


dave ſpoken thoſe ſentiments. It might be very 
proper for the Chairman of that Meeting to have 
declared, what the ſentiments of the meeting 
were, but it would have not only been improper 
but highly indecent for him, a private individual, 


to have taken ſuch a liberty. 
Sir 


Sr Edwa. d 
| Aſtley. 


11 

Sir Edward Alley ſaid, the Captain of th: Me. 
Gator had proved himſelf as wiſe in the Cabinet, 
as he was known to be brave and expert at ſca. 
Sir Edward declared he had turned the ſtate or 
affairs deliberately in his mind, and that he hear. 


tily diſapproved the meaſures going forward, In 


his opinion, they would make bad worſe, ana 


what they were about might lead to endleſs gif. 


tractions. He had ſeen one Coalition already, 


and defired to hear of no more. The con- 


| ſequences of that Coalition were too recent for 
him to wiſh for another. Sir Edward reprobattd 
the junction of the noble Lord in the blue ribband 
and tne Right Hon. Gentleman; and declared 


though he had voted for the decreaſe of the In- 
fluence of the Crown, he did not wiſh to ſce it 


unconſtitutionally reduced, or the royal preroga- 


tive invaded. He mentioned a ſpeech of his on 


a former occaſion, Which the newſpapers had mil: 
reprelented, and made him praiſe Lord North. 


He concluded with repeating his objections to an 


Mr. Martin. | 


union, and coniequently « declared his dillent to the 


motion. 


bis honourable friend in difliking che idea of 
another Coalition. Mr. Martin warned Mr. Pitt 
againſt ſully ing his charader by fo imprudent a 
ſep, declaring, he wiſhed never to fee him joined 
with the Right Hon. Gentleman over the way. 


Ag 


Mr. Martin ſaid, he concurted entirely with 
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along as he remained in office, he ſhould have 
tis ſupport 3 but he had rather ſee him retire in 

_ il -offeſſion of his reputation, than continue in 

once without it. 

Si Cecil Wray did not underſtand the rife of od „ 
the motion; if it meant in any way to encroach 
m the King's prerogative, in his mind it did 
wong, for that ought to be held ſacred. He 
icfired the motion might be read, Sir Cecil 
ferwards ſaid, he knew of no diſtractions in the 
country, On the contrary, he ſaw Addreſies 
diily fent up to the Crown, all thanking his Ma- 5 
jty for diſmiſſing his late Miniſters. Every 
body without doors ſeemed to be of one opinion. 
In that Houle, indeed, there were diviſions, 
being to an inordinate luſt of power in indivi- 
duals. He did not admire Coalitions ; the laſt 
had brought in men, that in his conſcience he 
thought ought rather to have been brought to the 
ſaFold. Sir Cecil declared, he wiſhed there had 
been a diſſolution; ; he was convinced then, it 

would have been ſeen who had and who had not 

the confidence of the people. He was perſuaded, 
the preſent Miniſters poſſeſſed it completely. 

Mr, Pocvys was ſorry the motion was not con- Mr. Tony 
curred in by thoſe whom he had been happy to 

call his friends. He had not brought himſelf to 
approve the late Coalition, any more than the 
Hon. Baronet over the way (Sir Edward Aſtley), 

but 


a 


IP 


Eu 


Peter 
tell. 


offered themſelves to the Speaker, to ſay any thing 
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but the critical ſituation of affairs made the un: 
now aimed at neceſlary. And he was glad 10 


ſee that neither of the two Right Honouralle 


Gentlemen, the ſuppoſed heads of the two great 


parties in that Houle, and therefore the moſt 


materially concerned in the motion, had yer 


8 


againſt it. This was a proof that they aflented tg 


the propoſition laid down in it, viz. * that the 
preſent arduous and crirical ſituation of affairs 
required the exertions of a firm, efficient, extended, 


united Adminiſtration.“ Could either of the 
Honourable Baronets, or the Honourable Gen- 


tleman who had ſpoken againſt the Motion deny 
that ſimple propoſition ? With regard to what an 


Hon. Baronet below kin had ſaid of there being 


no diſtractions in the countty Were there not 
_ diſtractions and divifions ? Perhaps the Right 


Hon. Gentleman. had the confidence of the ma- 


jority of the people, but were there not diviſions 


in that Houſe ? the Right Hon. Gentleman could 


not ſtand as a Miniſter, without the ſupport of 1 
that Houſe. Thoſe, therefore, who oppoſed the 


motion, would be the means of continuing a weak 


and inefficient government, a greater curſe than 
which could not befall the country, under its ov" 


ſent circumſtances !_ 
Sir Peter Burrell expreſſed his amazement at 


5 che preſent Miniſters continuing in office after the 
Reſolution 


IIR 
1110 
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' Reſolution of that Houſe on the 16th of January. 
cir Peter reaſoned on the neceſſity for that Houle's 
coming t9 ſome means of enforcing that Reſolu- 
tion; or elſe, he contended it ought to be re- 
ſeinded, and removed from their Journals. While 
it remained on them, and was without effeR, it 
was a monument of their diſgrace. If not fol- 
lowed up, it would bring them into contempt 
and deriſion, and create the Right Honourable 
Gentleman (over the way) Perpetual Diflator. 
Governor Johnſtone ſaid, the ſpeech of the Ho- Gowernct 
nourable Baronet who had ſpoken laſt, ſeemed to 1 
have been prepared for a motion for an Addreſs to 


remove Miniſters, rather than forthe preſent motion, 
The Governor reprobated the idea of leading the 
Houle on ſtep by ſtep, without their knowing 
what they were about, or how far they were to 
be led. This practice of making one idle endea- 
vour aſter, another, to maintain its own imaginary 
dignity, had always ended in real diſgrace. He 
could ſhew two or three inſtances, in which, by 
not ſtopping at the firit error, the Houſe had 
rendered itſelf perfectly ridiculous : The firſt 
was in the Middleſex election; which they had 
obſtinately perſifled in till the whole nation 


took umbrage at their conduct, and they were at 
length obliged to ſubmit to the mortification of 
having their Relolution reſcinded from their Jour- 
nals. Another inſtance was the idle attempt to 
tix America ; a plece of madneſs that had coſt 
the country millions of money, many thouſands 
B b of 


Mr. Tox. 
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ol brave ſubjects, and the whole of the thirteer: 


Colonies. The Reſolutions on the ſubject of the 


preſent Miniſtry were, he would contend, in like 
manner ill-founded and frivolous, and the belt 


way to fave the honour of the Houle, would be 
to reſcind them. 
Mr. Fox roſe as ſoon as Governor Tohnſtone ſat 


down. He declared, the motion had his cordial, 


and moſt hearty aſſent, becauſe he conſidered it 
as a direct confirmation of the Reſolution already 
upon their Journals, and as amounting to an ex- 
preſs declaration, that the preſent Miniftry muſt 


relign, to make room for the firm, efficient, extend- 
ed, united Adminiſtration, the exertions of which 
= declared to be neceſſary. To the very reſpect- 


able and independent Members of that Houſe, 


from whom the motion came, every acknowledge- 
ment was due for their diſintereſted and laudable 
5 effect an union of parties, and 


thus eſtablich the fort of Adminiſtration the coun- 


try Hood in 6 much need of. To endeavours of 
ſuch a deſcription he would give up all perſona! 
conhiderations, and every conſideration ſhort of 
the dignity of that Houſe. Pundctilios of his 


friends, or punRilios of any kind, ought to give 


: way. Every thing, in ſhort, but the punctilio Or 
that Houle, which muſt be adhered to, or te 
Conſtitution was gone. With the Reſolution 


upon their Journals, the preſent M iniſtry muſt go 


out. That pundctilio fet:ted, he had no objection 


to any negotiation the Gentlemen, from whom 
2 |: 


1 17 


the motion came, might think proper. Till they 
punctilio was ſettled, no friend of his could enter 
into any treaty; ; and that he made no ſcruple to 
ſay, was a punctilio from which he could not de- 
part, without betraying that Houſe in a manner 
the molt ſhameful. It was, he admitted, indiſ- 
putably, the Prerogative of the Crown, to ap- 
: point and diſmiſs Miniſters. But then they mult 
have the confidence of that Houſe aſter they 
were appointed: ay, and the confidence of tlie 
Houſe before they were ſo appointed, or there 
could be no good government, or rather no go- 
rernment at all. The Prerogatives of the Crown 
vere, he obſerved, all held in truſt for the 
people, and liable to the check and controul of Par- 
liament. Thus the King by his Prerogative can 
make war when he pleaſes, but can he, or ought 
be, for that reaſon, madly and idly to make war 
with all the world? If the preſent Miniſtry did 
not reſign, they would force matters to extremes, 
and to do ſo, was at all times impolitic and un- 
wilz : Suppoſe, for inſtance, the King choſe to 
make war, when that Houſe d ſapproved of ſuch 
war. If matters were urged to their extremes, 
the Crown would ſay, I make this war, becauſe 
it is my undoubted prerogative fo to do.” What 
would that Houſe do in ſuch a caſe? If thus 
obliged to act upon the extreme of its right, it 
Would ſay, © We will grant no ſupply, becauſe 
it is our undoubted right to refuſe any ſupply, if 
we chuſe it.” Thus the prerogative of the 
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Crown, 
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Crown, and the privilege of that Houſe would 


both be exerted, in counterafion of each 


other, moit miſchievouſly and molt abſurdly. 
All power in this country, Mr. Fox obſerved, 
depended on truſt and confidence. The King 
held his Crown and his Prerogatives on truſt 
and confidence, and Miniſters their power and 
places. When the army was voted, was there 


not a truſt and a confidence in the diſer retion of 


Miniſters? When the navy was voted, was 


not there a truſt and confidence repoſe d to a 


greater extent? What then was an Adminiſtra- 
tion, without the truſt and confidence of that 


Houle ? Could it poſfibly carry on the public 
buſinels * Undoubtedly it could not; the ex- 
perience of the laſt month proved it incon- 
teſlibly ! The preſent Miniſters, therefore, muſt 
go out; they muſt not ſtand againſt the ho- 


nour and dignity of that Houſe. What, ſaid 


he, is in the way of their reſignation? The 


pride of an individual. The punctilio of the 


R ight Honourable Gen tleman, oppoſed. to the 
punQilto of the Houſe of Commons! It had been 


{aid by a worthy colleague of his, that the ſenſe of 
the People was with Adininiſtration. Thoſe who 
conſidered that Houle as not a true repreſentative of 


the People, might, when the queſlion of a Parliamen- : 


tary relorm Was che topic, ule that argument; but 


to ule it on any other queſtion would not only be 
molt unfair but molt dangerous. That Repreſen- 


ta; ion of the People fucl as it was, while we had 
no 
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other, muſt be confidered as ſneaking the ſenſe | | 
{the People, and that ſenſe of the Houſe muſt 
c:{arily be collected from the voice of the Ma- 
arty, The argument otherwiſe would go the 
knzth of denying the People to have any voice, 
nd thus inſtead of enabling them to ſpeak their 
(ale more audibly, would throw the whole power 
of the Conſtitution into the hands of the two other 
Ranches of the Legiſlature. With regard to the 

1{dreſſes, Mr. Fox ſaid the opinions of the 
Puople, no matter how obtained, had always their 
eight with him, but they had naturally and ne- 
c:fanly the more weight, when their opinions 
were fairly collected. This had not been the caſe 
wit moſt of the Addreffes adverſe to himlelk. 

There had been an Addreſs voted in the county 
t Middleſex, in which he lived, that ſpoke very 
(rent ſentiments. Another Addreſs, indeed, 
of a nature far otherwiſe, had been carried about 


1 Weltminfter. It was enough for him to know 
tc manner in which that Addreſs, called the Ad- 
dock of the Dean and Burgeſſes, had been ob- 
q tained, After diſcuſſing the ſubject of Addreſſes 
very copioully, Mr. Fex ſaid, he had no objection, 

tun, provided the pundtilio of the Houſe was 
Auld, and the Adminiſtration out of office, In 
lace, he never would negociate with them. Wich 
rerard to the queſtion ſo properly ſuggeſted in a 
ate debate by an Hon, Governor, it certainly was 
ucumbent upon him to ſay ſomething to that point 
Lidia Bill]. Wich regard then to the India Bill, 
he 
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he had the happinels to declare, that the whole g 


the Patronage could be given up. The more 
enquired, the more he found himſelf warra: ute to 
ſay lo. With reſpcct to the principle of the Bin 


Lill, 


to that, as far as icgarded a permanency of cd ö 
vernment, independent of the Crown, and dle | 
ſcat of Government to be here, he ſtill adliered, 
and was determined to adhere. Having Heted 
this ſtrongly, Mr. Fox took ſome notice of the C 
Secret Adviſers of the Crown, and ſaid, it they | 
| adviſed the King lo quarrel with that Ilouſe, he | 
ſhould ſay, Oh, fooliſh Adviſers! More foolith | 
than could have been ſuppolcd, to 8 8 his Ma. 1 
jeſty to keep up hoitilities again} that Houſe, an! | 


Claz\ 


to ſpend his time in idle ſquabbles at kevin when? 
he might ſo much better employ it in negociation 


abroad ! He aſked what foreigners muli think ct 


a King of England fo Situated, and whether hi; | 
Majeſty did not appear to the greateſt advantage, 1 
when in full confidence of his Parliament, and in 


perfect cordiality with both Houſes ? Mr. Fox 


added an infinity of ingenious, entertaining, and | 
intereſting matter, and concluded with laying, the | 
motion was fo candidly framed, as to leave lam no | 


room to hefitate in giving it his ſupport. 


The Ckancelior of the Exchequer laid, the Right 


Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech rather applied to ſome 
motion that might be intended to be made, than 19 
that before the Houſe, He would chule not to de: 


bate motions prematurely, and therefore he {hould 


But 
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+ then enter upon the diſcuſſion of a motion, 
it was not at that time under conſideration, 


um regard to the preſent motion, he ſhould 
ee most perfectly with the Right I Jon. Gentle- 
dun in voting for it, but unhappily the very firſt 
no that he did agree with the eight Hon. Gen- 
eman was upon grounds directly the reverſe of 
hole, which the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated 
4the grounds that governed his aflent to the mo- 
non. The reaſons, Mr. Pitt ſaid, which induced 
him to vote for the motion, were, becauſe he did 
ot think it made the reſignation of his Majeſty's 
lent Miniſters, by any means a preliminary to 
a treaty for an Union ; but, on the contrary, that 
it{avel the honour of the Houle, without expoſ- 
ing the country to the anarchy of being left witli- 
wat any government. Mr. Pitt ſaid, the inſtant 
hc law probability of his having proper ſucceſſors, 
e would reſign, but till then he would not. 
le declared his deſire for union to be equal to 
that of any man, and begged the very reſpectable 
mecting of Gentlemen who had taken fo much 
pains to effe&t an union, to know, that they had 


his thanks, his praile, and his applauſe. He per- 
: fectly coincided in opinion with them, but he could 
not think, on any condition, of retiring merely to 
negociate, or to make room for a Miniſtry that 
lid not enjoy the confidence of the Crown, of the 
Parliament and the People. He replied to what 

. Mr. Fox : 
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Mr. Fox had ſaid about the Middleſex and We 


_ ridiculous point of view. He ſaid, he was 


minſter addreſſes, and endeavoured to place i: in a} 


ſuaded, the people of England honoured the pre. f 


ſent Miniſtry with their confidence; and it ws 
evident, the India Bill had loſt it to the late 11 1 
miniſtration ; on this he built various arguments, I 
to ſhew, that a ſudden rehgnation would be 
equally diſreſpectſul to the Sovereign, ungrate- f 


ful to the people of England, embarralling to the 3 


Mr. Byng. 


public alfairs, and conſequently diladvantageuus | 
to the nation in general, | 


Mr. Byng role to juſtify his ond relative to : 


the Middleſex adddrels, declaring that the meeting 
had not been called by any friends of his, and 
that the place of meeting, (the Shepherd and Shep- 


berdels) had been appointed by one Sheriff only. 


When the meeting alſembled, the attendance of 


frecholders was ſo numerous, that complaint was 


made that there was not room enough. I he ad- 


dreſs voted at that meeting, Mr. Byng ſaid, was 


voluntarily - voted ; but he reminded Mr. Pit, 
that it did not appear in the London Gazette im- 


mediately, as the addreſſes of a different tendency 


had appeared ; nor was it inſerted until he had 
written to the Right Hon. Gentleman a ſpecial let- 
ter, requeſting that it might be publiſhed. Mr. 


Byng faid, the Weſtminſter addreſs had been 


ſurreptitiouſly obtained, It was true, he acknow- 
| = ledged, 
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ſeged, that the India Bill of his Honourable 
Friend had been unpopular, becauſe it had been 
milrepreſented and miſunderſtood: that Bill he 
admitted alſo, had drawn much odium on the 
lite Adminiſtration ; but when the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's Bill over the way came before the 
public, and was compared with that of his Right 
Honourable Friend, the odium changed its ſitua- 
tion, and was transferred entirely, to the Bill of 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, which was 
| allowed to be by far the moſt objectionable. Mr. 
Buyng profeſſed great reſpect and deference for his 
conſtituents, declaring, that whenever he knew 
what their ſentiments were upon any great queſ- 
tion, he would either implicitly obey them, or re- 
tire from their ſervice; and this reſolution, he 
ſaid, they well knew; his ſeat therefore in that 
| Houſe was held on a more precarious tenure, than 
that of any other Gentleman. 

Lorth North began his ſpeech with A Ld. North. 
from the beſt authority, that the name and ſanc- 
tion of the Dean of W eſtminſter had been made 
uſe of without his cognizance. This fact aſcer- 
tained, his Lordſhip proceeded to reply to Mr. 

Pitt's arguments, moſt of which he anſwered. 
Speaking of the addreſſes, he ſaid, that the low- 
elt burgeſſes of Taunton, of Southampton, and of 
other boroughs, could not be ſuppoſed to be 
ompetent to judge of ſuch lubjects as the India 
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Bill, and therefore, though the voice of the peoyje 
without doors ought to have its degree of weight, 
it was not to be relied on in a caſe of that kind, 


or put in compariſon with the judgment of th: 
Houſe, which had ſpent three whole years in the 


molt minute inveſtigation of India affairs. Hi; 


Lordſhip ſpoke of the laudable efforts of the 


meeting at the St. Alban's Tavern in terms of 
warm eulogium, and contraſted the conduct of 


the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt towards that 
meeting, in order to ſhew that a Member of the 
other Houſe of Parliament had evinced a ſtronger 
inclipation to comply with the wiſhes of that 


Houle then one of its own Members. 
Sir Cecil Wray in reply ſaid, the Dean and Bur- 
geſſes of Weſtminſter was the ſtile of that court. 


Sir Cecil denied that the Weltminſter addreſs had , 
been ſurreptitiouſſy obtained. He ſaid it was 
fined by 4000 inhabitants, and their opinions 
were more honourably and fairly obtained, than | 
they could have been by a confuſed bolding up of 
bands. 

Mr. Hammel ſaid, he could not ſit quiet without 
making ſome obſervations upon what had fallen 


from the noble Lord in the blue ribbon and ſeve- 
ral other Gentlemen, who had talked of the arts 
which had been made ufe of to procure addreſles. 


He begged leave to aſſure the noble Lord that he 


had never heard of the addreſs of the town of 
Taunton 
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{aunton till the moment it was delivered into 
his hands. The noble Lord ſaid, it was ſigned 
by the loweſt burgeſſes of the town ; the noble 
Lnd he ſaid, was recorder of that town, and he 
ould with truth aſſert, that the addreſs was 
liened by men of all delcriptions, many of them 
had been friends of the noble Lord, and that it 
was relpectable for the wealth, good ſenle and in- 
dependence of the Gentlemen who had thought 
proper to tranſmit their ſentiments to his Ma- 
jelly. He vindicated the honour of the town 
with great ſpirit. He ſaid, he had the honour of 
attending the meeting of the merchants and traders 
at the . 0 Tavern: He maintained that their 
addreſs to the Throne was debated fairly and car- 
ried ynanimoutly, that he was happy in the op- 
portunity of declaring, that they were honourable 
in every ſenſe of the word, incapable of being in- 
flucnced by any other motives than thoſe they pro- 
feſſed of duty to the King, and ſincere love for 
the conſtitution. He then adverted to the ad- 
drels of the county of Middleſex: he ſaid, that 

lis ſituation and profeſſion made him acquainted 
with many of the freeholders ; that they had af- 
lured him, that the room was taken poſſeſſion of 
at an early hour; that they did not even know the 
meaning of the addrels; that they thought it 
contained ſentiments directly oppoſite, and that 
he believed the county would take meaſures, and 
Ch find 


ns les 
find the means to convey their real opinions tg 
the Throne. He ſaid, he ſhould have gone fur- 
ther, but that he did not lee the Honourable 
Member in his place. He then begged leave to 
lay a few w ords on the India Bill—The late Right 
Honourable Secretary had profeſſed that he waz 
ready to make any alterations in that Bill, bu: 
that the principle of it he would not give up. Mr. 
Hammet ſaid, he had but few objections to the re- 
gulations propoſed ; but that it was the principle 
of the Bill to which he ſtrongly objected; and that 


if the Bill had heen brought in by the Right Hon. 


Gentleman below him, (Mr. Pitt) high as his opt- 
nion was of his great abilities and integrity, he 
ſhould have given it his negative. He then ſtated | his 

idea of the prerogative of the Crown to appoint 
Miniſters, and contended that whoever the King 
thought proper to entruſt with the management 
of his government, ought to have a fair trial. This, 
he ſaid, was not the caſe of the preſent Miniſters, 
He would ſupport menifor their meaſures, but hc 
would never ſupport bad meaſures, for the ſake of 
any man whatever, That in any other view but 
the good of his country, it was indifferent to him 
who was in, or who was out of office. He laid, 


he was the ſirſt man who had expreſſed bis wiſh 


for an union of the great abilities and virtucs, which 


adorn that Houle, for the good of this nation 


that | an Honourable nd worthy Baronet, the 
Meme: 
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Member for Oxford, had on that day done him 
the hopour to agree with him in that ſentiment, 
{nce which the lame idea had been taken up by 


de moſt able and independent men in the Houle, 
and he wiſhed fincerely, that their laudable en- 


Jeavours might, in the end, be crowned with 
fucceſs. He ſaid, if the Right Honourable Gen- 
neman, oppoſite to him, (Mr. Fox) poſſeſſed ſound 


judgment, prudence, and moderation, in addition 


to his other wonderful and ſhining abilities, he 


would be more than human; he wiſhed, that he 
would now. give a proof of it, by moving him- 


(elf, for the Reſolutions alluded to, to be reſcind- 


ed, for he felt the Houſe in a ſtrange predica- 


mend: he was certain the opinions of the Houle 
differed from the opinions of their conſtituents, 


and that the Right Honourable Gentleman below 


him poſſeſſed at this moment the confidence and 


affection of the people at large in as eminent Aa 
| degree as any Miniſter had ever done. 

Lord North got up to explain, and ſaid he had 
not ſeen the Addreſs from Taunton ; it might be 
reſpectable, but that he underſtood that no pub- 


lic meeting was called, and that it had been car- 


ried from houſe to houſe. He defired, however, 


he might not be miſunderſtood, or conceived to 
have meant any thing neee 4 to the town of 


_ Taunton ; ; 


14 No 
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Mr. Rolle, 
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Taunton ; there were many characters in that 


town every way reſpectable and worthy. 


Mr. Rolle roſe to ſpeak to the point of Lord ; 
North's having reflected on the Addreſſes, ang 


that they had been ſurreptitiouſiy ob! ained, 


Though he was no friend to addreſſes, thinking 
they rather tended to aggravate than conciliate, | 
he could not fit ſilent, and hear ſuch aſperſions 2 
' thrown out, when he underſtood there had been 2 


two ſent up from reſpectable places in the county 
he repreſented; one from the city of Exeter, ano- 
ther from Plymouth; that they had been agreed 


to at a legal and conftitutional mecting, called by 


the Chief Magiſtrate, He knew they were ſigned 


by many perſons of the moſt reſpectable character, 
much more ſo in the eyes of their country than 
the noble Lord. He was not ſurpriſcd at his 
deſpiſing Addreſſes, when he recollected the very 


conte mptuous manner in which the noble Lord 
had treated a Memorial from the county of De— 


von, ſigned by the High Sheriff and Foreman of 


the Grand Jury, with the unanimous conſent of 


the Meeting, to which his Lordſhip would not 
vouchſafe to ſend any anſwer. With reſpect to 
the queſtion before the Houle, he certainly hoped 
they would conſent to it. At another meeting, 
different conſtructions had been put om it; in this 
debate he muſt give his own reaſons for conſent- 


ing 
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ng to it, He had no views of removing the 
Night Honourable Gentleman oppolite, (Mr. 
pit) nor was it the intention of the Meeting; 


heir object was to ſoften a former reſolution, in 


order to remove the difficulty alledged, to pave 
the way for conferences between the contending 
|:aders to obtain an union on the baſis of prin- 
ciple and honour, fo much to be defired and wiſhed 


for by all. That inſtead of thinking to remove 


the Right Honourable Gentleman, on the con- 


rary, he wiſhed to ſupport him, as he believed 
he had the hearts and wiſhes of the people with 


him, and as long as his meaſures were proper, he 


hould have his voluntary and hearty ſupport. | 


That whether the people were maſters of India 


matters, was not the grounds for their diſappro- 


bation; it was the attack made on the conſtitu- 

W tion, an attack which they confidered would 

render their Sovereign a mere cypher, and his Mi- 
niſter a deſpotic Monarch. 

Lord North roſe to explain. His Lordſhip 

ſaid, he had given directions that a letter ſhould 


be written as ſoon as he heard of the matter 


alluded to by the Honourable Gentleman. 

Mr. Rolle ſaid a few words in reply. 

Mr. Thornton then made a ſhort ſpeech in fa- 
our of the motion. 1 


Mr. 


Ld. North. 
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Mr. Groſvenor roſe again, and ſaid a few word. 


upon the intention of the meeting, when they 


came to a reſolution to propoſe the motion to the 
Houle, which he had that day the honour to 


INOQVEC. 


The queſtion was now put, and carricd with. 
out a negative. 


MoT1o0N AGAINST THE PRESENT MINISTRY. 


Mr. Cole (of Norfolk) then roſe, and in 3 
ſhort ſpeech took notice that his honourable col- 
league and he uſed formerly to think alike, and to 


act upon the ſame principles. He was forry that 
they did not continue to act ſo now, and that his 
worthy colleague {till entertained ſo determined a 


diſlike of the Coalition, He had for his part 


— 


jupported that meaſure, becauſe he thought it 
calculated for the general good, and he now ſup- 


ported thoſe who formed the Coalition, from a 


conviction that their endeavours were laudably 


aimed at the furtherance of the public welfare, 


Mr. Coke concluded with moving, 
That it is the opinion of this Houle, that the 
continuance of the preſent Miniſters in power, 


after the Reſolution of this Houſe, is an ob- 


5 ſtacle to a firm, efficient, extended, and united 


&« Adminiſtration, 


if Pl } 
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„A miniſtration, which could alone fave this 


© COUNETY. 
: . Minchin ſeconded this Motion. 
| r Joſeph Maly role to oppoſe the Motion. Male. 
1 kh ſpoke for ſome time, and chicfly on 
the labjret of Lord North's conduct as a Miniſ— 
ter, but there was ſo much noiſe and coughing 
while Sir Joſeph was upon his legs, that we could 
or hear him with ſufficient diſtinctneſs to be able 
i repeat his argument. 
Sir Edward Aſtley ſhortly took notice of What 
had fallen from his worthy colleague, Mr. Coke. 
Mr. Coke thereupon explained what he had be- 
fore ſaid, and ſhewed that Sir Edward — had 
milconce'ved his meaning. So: 
Mr. H:;zmet made a ſhort ſpeech, in which he Mr Hamm 
_ earne{ly recommended the Right Honourable 
Gentleman to withdraw the preſent motion, and : 


to move to reſcind the Reſolution already on the 
Journals, as he thought both the one and the 
ther would prevent that union, which ſeemed 
o be the wiſh of all the independent Gen- 
tlemen in the Houſe, He ſaid, the very idea of 
ts being likely to take pace had railed the pub- 
lic credit. 
Mr. Dundas deſired to know, e he dated 
he ſew obſervations that he meant to offer to the 
Houſe, what the motion was to be followed up 
00 Fs  * 


Mr. For, 


Mr. Dundas, 


E202 1 
with, not imagining that it was intended to let K | 


remain a dead letter on their Journals, = 
After a pauſe, Mr. Fox role to ſpeak to © del 


He ſaid, he did not think it neceſſary for the dife | 


cuſſion of the preſent queſtion, that it ſhould be 
ſtated what was to be the next queſtion moved | 


vpon it. If the Houſe ſhould adopt it, it would I 


then remain open, either for his Honourable 
Friend, who had moved it, or for any other pere 
ſon to ground any motion he might think pro- i 
per upon it. 4 

Mr Dundas roſe again, and ſaid, a refuſal 10 I 
anſwer his queſtion, was Juſt the ſame to him, ag ] 
if giving him the moſt ample anſwer, Since the 
Right Hon. Gentleman therefore did not chuſe 04 
ſatisfy the Houſe what was his intention with! 
reſpect to the preſent queſtion, if carried, le 
ſhould conſider it as an Addreſs, or a matter by I 
ſome means or other to be carried up to the foot 
of the Throne. Having laid down this polition, | 
he begged the attention of the Houſe to a fey I 
remarks upon the ſubject; and firſt he ſaid, he 
was ready to ſubſcribe to all the doctrine, that 


the Houſe had a right to adviſe his Majeſty as to 


the appointment or removal of Miniſters in as 
ample a manner as any perſon could deſire him. 
Nothing could be more clearly conſtitutional, nor 
could any thing be more certain than that if the 


Crown, or r the other branch * the Legiſlature, 
attempted 
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nempted to encroach on the rights of the people, 
le people could only look up to that Houle for 
««t.ction. Theſe things being admitted, it 
bored that Houſe to make a diſcreet and wiſe 
-xerciſe of its power at all times, leſt they ſhould 
provoke the people to go to the foot of the Throne, 
ind implore the Crown to interfere and reſcue 
em from the tyranny of that Houſe, Mr. Dun- 
{as explained his meaning as to this poſition very 
fully : he ſaid, no man, he believed, could lay his 
hand to his heart, and ſay that the preſent Miniſ- 
ters had not the confidence of the people; that 
they had, it was pretty evident from the Addreſſes 
that had already been carried in from different 
parts of the kingdom, thanking his Majeſty for 
taving removed the late Miniſters, and appointed 
the preſent : and more Addreſſes of a ſimilar 
nature, he had no doubt, would ſoon come from 
other counties and cities, and from all parts of the 
kingdom. Now though he was firmly perſuaded 
that conſtitutionally the voice of the people could 
only be collected through the medium of their 
Repreſentatives, yet it was pretty evident, that the 
preſent Miniſtry had the public confidence in a 
very eminent and honourable degree. Ought 
that Houſe therefore, under ſuch circumſtances, 
to run before the Addreſſes to which he had 
alluded, and precipitately to vote a Reſolution 
which a very ſhort time might prove to be 
„„ ͤ directly 
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1 . dire&ly contrary to the opinion of their cont;. 
| tuents? The Right Hon. Gentleman muſt knygy | 
— this; or why was he in ſuch a hurry that day to! 


wal vote, what he had not ventured to propoſe, 19 3 
: the day that the Refolution paſſed, tj} th. 1 
4 : a” moment ? Having ſtated this very forcibly, and 
1 | dwelt upon the necrility of paying a due regard 


to the lenle of the people, he warned the Hou e i 
from incurring the riſque of irritating their con- 
ſtituents by coming ſpeedily and without due con. 

ſileration to a motion, which they might here. 

after wiſh had never been adopted. He reaſoncd 
allo on the call for union that had been made, 
and argued that the preſent motion, if carricd, 

would render that ſtill more impracticable, in as 
much as it would diſgrace his Right Hon. friend, 
and lower him | in the eyes of the world. He 
aſked to what ule make 1 it neceſſary for the Right 
Hon. Gentleman to go out, merely that he might 
come in again? He preſſed this home to the 
feelings of the Houſe, and argued moſt ably and 
ingentouily upon ſeveral other points, in order to 


perſuade the Right Hon. Gentleman to withdraw 
the motion. 


U F,, ts Fox made a warm anſwer. He began with 
18 ſtating, that from parts of the learned Gentle- 
man's ſpeeca he ſhould have concluded, that he 
was a ſtrenuous arguer in favour of the motion, 
had not the general tenour of it been of a dii- 
ferent 
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frent complexion. The learned Gentleman had 


| {aid, that the twelve or fourteen Addreſſes that 
bad been ſent up, thanking his Majeſty for having 
ß niſſed his late Miniſtry, would ſoon be followed 


by many, very many others, from the different 
countits and large cities in the Kingdom. Of this 


he did not believe one ſyllable; he ſaw no ſymp- 


roms of it, nor any thing hke a ſymptom. The 
reaſon why ſo few Addreſſes had come up was, 
that the majority of the people had a confidence 
in that Houſe, and when they thought their Re- 
preſentatives acted as they ought to do, It Was 
not their cuſtom to come up with Addreſſes. 


The India Bill, Mr. Fox faid, had been a good 
deal diſliked, but when that Bill was fully fifted, 


he was perſuaded people would think very differ- 


ently upon the ſubject. The bill had been artfully 
uſed as an inſtrument of clamour. To the ſenſe 

of the people, he declared he ever ſhould pay a 
due reſpect, but then it ought to be the real ſenſe 
of the people fully and fairly collected. Had that 
been the caſe with any one of the Addreſſes ſent 
up? He believed he might ſay, no, not one. 


Having enlarged upon this conſiderably, Mr. Fox 
declared, that, in his opinion, the preſent motion 


ought to be agreed to, as the belt means of ren- 
dering the motion juſt come to, effectual. That 


motion clearly called for an efficient, extended, 
united Adminiſtration, Could ſuch an Admi- 
ge niſtration 
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niſtration be found, while the preſent Miniſters 
remained in office ? Undoubtedly not. The 
learned gentleman had been pleaſed to ſay, would 
they have the Right Hon. Gentleman dilgraced? 
In the preſent motion there Was nothing perſonal, 
nothing that diſgraced any man. But even if it 
had, let it be remembered, that the motion, ſuch 
as it was, was not the choice of the Houſe. The 

Houſe had been forced into it by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman. Ir however diſgraced no perſon, it 
condemned nor proſcribed no perſon. The Houſe 
had ſet their faces againſt the preſent Admini- 

ſtration, not from a diſlike to their meaſures, nor 
from any diſapprobation of thoſe who compoſed 


it, but merely from the unconſtitutional manner in 


which they had come into power. Had it been 
forgot, that the India Bill had not been loſt becauſe 
i: was diſapproved of, but by the baſeſt corruption- 
[A cry of No! Noe!] Mr. Fox ſaid, uſing the 
King's name, with a view to influence the votes of 
Peers, was in his mind as bale and corrupt a means 
of deftroving the Bill, as could poſſibly be reſorted 
10. He then went over the whole of the particulars 
of the manner in which the Secret Influence was 
rumoured to have been exerciſed, and grew warmer 
and warmer, in proportion, as he proceeded, tie 
reaſoned upon each point, and aſked, it it had 
been in the power of Miniſters to have denied the 
fats he had ſtated, why they had not long before 


now 
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ow done ſo? From what the learned gentleman 
12d juſt ſaid, he verily believed a deſign was 


{rmed to create a diſſenſion between that Houle 


and the people at large. A deſign more wicked. 
more dangerous, more alarming to the Conſti— 


tution, could not well have been contrived. It 


ſuch a daring attack upon the privileges of Parlia- 
ment were not reſiſted and repelled by the virtues 
and firmneſs of the Houſe, there was an end 
to the privileges of Engliſhmen, and deſporiſm 
would be eſtabliſhed beyond the power of 
defeat. He. declared, it had not been his 
intention to have touched upon any of thoſe invi- 


dious ſubjects; that in the preſent circumſtances 
(He country, they had better be avoided ; but the 
|-arned Gentleman had inſulted and provoked 
lim. With regard to voting an Add reſs, he de- 
clared, that if Miniſters were determined to puſh 
that Houſe to the utmoſt extreme, it muſt ulti- 


mately be propoſed ; but ic had been his wiſh, in 
deference to the opinions of thoſe reſpectable 
and independent Members of that Houle, who 


had endeavoured to effect an union of parties, to 


have abſtained from all violence whatever. . He 


would be fair to ſay, therefore, that he had 


no idea of moving an Addreſs that evening. 
Nay, would the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 


to him bur fay the ſame end ſhould be anſwered, 


he would readily conſent that the preſent 


moticn : 
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motion were withdrawn. He had for many da: ys | 0 


paſt, out of reſpect to the independent Gentlemen al 

4 : | before alluced to, ated with the utmolt modes. (0 
4 tion and forbearance ; it was therefore extremely 1 
hard to be inſulted for chat forbearance, and to have a 

it imputed to timidity and the fear of propoling | 

any thing farther. Mr. Fox ſaid he was confident 0 

the Queſtion would be carried by a very large ma- 0 

Jority, but even were the caſe otherwiſe, he ſhould | 


think it right to perliſt It was not a queſtion ö | 
about this or that man, as he had ſaid before, but 
a queſtion between the Houle of Commons and 

the Secret Adviſers of the Crown, The puncti- 
lio of the Houſe of Commons muſt be ſatisfied, 
and the pride of an individual ought not to {tand 
in the way of it. Mr. Fox enlarged upon this, 

_ urging it again and again as an unan{werable 
argument in ſupport of the motion, which he 
faid the independent Gentlemen who had taken 
ſo much pains to effect an union mult vote for, 

if they wiſhed their own motion, juſt before 
come to, to have any effect. 

Mr. Pons. Mr. Powys, Mr. Wilberforce, and the Selicitor 
General. roſe together, but the two latter gentle- 
men fat down, as ſoon as they ſaw Mr. Powys 

was upon his legs. Mr. Powys ſaid, at that late, 

hour he would not attempt to follow the Right 
Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, through 

the wide field of argument he had gone over. Had 

| not 
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not the Houſe been occupied with fo much debate 
alivady, he certainly would have taken the liberty 
to go more largely into an examination of leveral 


matters that had fallen from the Right Honour- 


able Gentleman than he ſhould then do. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman, he obſerved, had, 


during the debate, ſtood upon advantaged ground, 
and that it was peculiarly difficult for any man, if 


he were inclin-d to object to it, to meet the quel- 
tion fairly, becauſe every ſtep he trod, he was in 
danger of flying in the face of the orders and au- 
thority of the Houſe, The Right Honourable 
Gentleman hall a right to remind them of the Re- 
ſolution already paſſed, and to call upon them to 
ſupport the preſent motion, by appcals to their 


paſſions, their pride, and their honour. The part 


| he had acted with regard to the ſeveral Reſolutions 
| the Houle had lately voted was well known. He 
bad done every thing in his power to prevent their 


_ paſſing, and he hoped he ſhould not be out of 


order in ſaying, that, in his opinion, the ſeveral 
Relolutions in queſtion were haſtily propoſed, 
that they were grounded on doubtful and unau- 


henticated premiſes, and that they held out un- 
fair concluſions. This indiſputably was his opi- 
nion, but ſtill the Reſolutions were upon the Jour- 


nals, the Right Honourable Gentleman was there- 


tore warranted in referring to them, and he might 
Jay to every man, who oppoled the motion. 
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Till t ou cunt rail the ſeal from off my bond, 
Thou but oſfend'ſt y lungs to ſpeak fo loud. 


This being the caſe, Mr. Powys ſaid, it was more 
than ordinarily difficult to ſneak to the queſtion 
then under conſideration. He thought it haid to 
condemn a Minitter untried. 
able Gentleman oppoſite to him had produced 
but two meaſures; one of them, the diſpoſal of 
a lucrative ſinecure oflice for life, he had taken the 
liberty to mention in that Houſe ſome ſhort time 
ago, and it had been ſince much commented 


upon. He had deſcribed it as he felt it to be, 


— noble, diſintereſted, and genuine. Various 
commentators had, however, put various con- 
ſtructions upon it: by ſome it had been termed 


artful and hypocritical ; by others, unavoidable ; 
and by others again, a mere act of indiſpenſible 
duty to the public. He fill retained his original 
opinion of it. The other meaſure of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, was his having 
been weak enough to abandon the idea of a 


dillolation of Parliament, and thus neglected 0 


provide a ſecurity for his own ſituation as a 
Miniſter. This, Mr. Powys ſaid, was clearly a 


ſecond meaſure, and that he thought not a little 


in favour of the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
ſince a conſiderable part of the ſtrength that the 
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ourtry now called upon him to unite with, was 
dearly rot of a permanent nature, but would, 
upon a difolution, have been no longer in 
enilence. After deſcanting upon this, and 
pointing out the particular difficulty in which 
things were brought by the Reſolutions that Houſe 
bad come to, Mr. Powys declared, he had, ne- 
rerthelels, no difficulty in ſaying, notwithſtand- 
ing the high opinion he entertained of the in- 
teority and abilities of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman oppoſite to him, and the great reſpect 
he bore him perſonally, that he thought the Re- 
{olutions ought not to remain on the Journals of 
the Houſe, and the preſent Adminiſtration con- 
tioue in office. Either the Reſolutions ſhould be 
reſcinded, or the Adminiſtration ſhould refign. 
At the ſame time he owned the delicacy of the 
lituation of the Right Honourable Gentleman ; be 
certainly had a right to preſerve his honour, and he 


did not with to ſee him quit the fortreſs in which 
he was at preſent, and come with a ſervile humi- 
ity to deliver the keys of it to its beſieger. 


The Right Honourable Gentleman could not be 
expected to agree to march out with a halter about 


his neck. He defired not that he ſhould under- 
go any diſgrace. The Right Honourable Gentle- 
man had not deſerved it. Mr. Powys enlarged 


upon this, and ſaid, the Right Honourable Gentle- 


man below him had in one inſtance ſubmitted | 
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the previous queſtion, with a view to have the 
Relolutions, already come to, reconſidered, ona 
motion for their being reſcinded, he would voc 


{ 415 


the molt material of the Reſolutions to a ca 


cared not how often. If therelore the Right Ho. 
nourable Gentleman oppoſite to him would move 


with him. If not, thinking as he did, that theſe 
Retoiutons, and the preſent. Adminiſtration ought 


not to exiſt together, much as his opinion was ad- 


verle to the Reſolutions, and obvious as the pains 


had been, which he had taken to prevent their 


palling, ke ſhould think the Houle could not ne- 


gative the preſent motion. [Mr. Powys, in the 
courle of his ſpecch, addreſſed Mr. Byng as the 
Shepherd of the Houſe, applying an elegant 
Latin quotation to him, and declaring he ſhould 
not wonder if he ſhould be ſoon counted foi 


one of Mr, Fox's ſpeakers.] | 


The Char- 


celio; oitte 
Exchequer. 


that he ſhould vote againſt the queſtion then under 1 


1he Clarcellor of the Exchequer, in a molt a 


ſpeech, anſaered Mr. Fox, and endeavoured to 


convince Mr. Powys, that conſiſtency required, 


conuderation. He ſaid, though he certainly 
ſhould be glad to have the Reſolutions already 


upon 


and diſpaſſionate reviſion and ciſcuſhon, and in 


his ſpeech that day he had declared with lingular I 
candour and fairneſs, that he had no objeQion io 
having them reconhidered again and again, The 1 
Right Honourable Gentleman had even ſaid, he 
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upon the Journals reconſidered with a view to their 
being reſcinded, he could not content himſelf with 
moving the previous queſtion upon the preſent 
motion, but thought himſelf bound to give it his 
direct negative. The Right Hon. Gentleman op- 
polite to him, had talked of his having been in- 


ſulted and provoked to warm language, by the ar- 


gument of his honourable and learned friend; 


how much more reaſon had he to feel himſelf in- 


ſulted and provoked, not only by what had paſſed 


that day, but on ſeveral former days, in which ſe— 
veral Relolutions perlonal to him had been moved. 
His learned friend's argument that day, as his ar- 
guments always was, had appeared to him by no 


means calculated to provoke ill humour or indig- 
nation, but, on the contrary, was a plain, direct, 


and, as he felt it, a convincing argument of the 
impropriety of the Houſe's coming to any ſuch 
motion as t hat before them, with a view to en- 


force the effe&t of the motion the Houſe had that 


day voted nearly unanimouſly, He had himſelf, 


during the whole ſeries of extraordinary debates 


that had lately taken place, endeavoured to avoid 


being caught by the violence of their proceedings, 
and had preſerved as calm, and governed a tem- 


per, as the nature of the caſe would admit of. 


Had he not done fo, the circumſtances that occur- 


red would have juſlified him. The Houſe had 
been led on infitiouſly, and Rep by Rep. as it 


were, = 
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were, from one Reſolution to another, without ; 
fair diſcuſſion of any one of them on its own 
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proper merits. The firſt Reſolutions, che E ouſe 


would recollect, had been paſſed at the unuſual 


hour of fix in the morning, and with little or no 
debate. The ſecond in a manner grew out of the 
firſt, and that was immediately followed by a 


third. It was true the ſubſlance of thoſe Reſo— 


lutions were made the ſubjec of diſcuſſion at a 


litter time of the day aſterwards; a circumſtance 
in which he felt conſiderable ſatisfaction, and had 
at the time expreſſed himſelf gratified at it. But 


how had that queltion ever been debated? not 


upon its own proper merits; fo far from it, the 


Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, had de- 


fred the Houſe to conſider it as a corollary to the 
preceding Reſolutions, and had told them, that as 


luch, having voted the form er Reſolutions, they 


were bound to vote that as a matter of courſe, 
Thus artfully had the Houſe been kept ſrom ex- 
amining any one of the various queſtions, that | 
had been brought forward, ſingly, but had been 
infidiouſly led on from one to another, without 
knowing whither they were to be led, or at what 


degree of violence they were to be permitted to 


ſtop. He begged them, however, to conſider the 
preſent queſlion as it really was, and to alk them- 
ſelves, if it were at all likely to further the pur- 


pole 
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pole of the motion, chat had been voted that day. 
For his part lo far from its having ſach tendency, 
te could conſider it no otherwiſe than as an effec- 
al bar to the Union fo much deſired by the re- 
ſpectable and independent Gentlemen, who had 
called for ſuch a meaſure, and had exerted them- 
(ves in fo laudable a manner to bring it about. 
The Hen. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had declared 
his diſapprovation of tae Relolutions on the Jour- 
pals, and had nevertheleſs ſaid, unleſs the pre- 
vious queſtion was moved. he mult vote for the 
_ preſent motion. | his was a declaration which 
Mr Pitt declared ho could by no means reconcile. 
On the contrary, thoſe who diſapproved. of the 

firſt Reſolution, he thought were in conhiitency 
bound to reſiſt the concluizon, which the preient 
tended to eſtabliſh as the natural conſequences 
arising from them. Having put this very point- 
_ edly, and contended that the former Keſolutions 
were not founded in any fats that had been 
proved, nor in any charge that had been ſub- 
lla gtiated he urged the bad effects that would re- 
ſult from voting the motion then under conſidera- 
tion The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
| hiſt, had talked of the fortreſs in which he was 
ſitualed, and had declared that he did not wiſh 
him to march out of it with a halter about his 
neck, The only fortreſs he knew of, or ever de- 


fired 
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red to have a ſhare in defending, was the fortrer. | 
ok the Conſtitution. For that he would ref? 
every attack, and every attempt to ſeduce him out 
ol it that could be made. With what regard to 
perſonal honour or public principle could it be 
expected, that he he ſhould conſent to match out 
with a halter about his neck, change his armour, 
and meanly beg to be re-admitted and conhde ed 
as a volunteer in the army of the enemy. Tx 
put himſelf into ſuch 4 predicament, and to truſt 
to the ſoc to looſen and take off from his neck the 
halter that he was expected to march out with, 
was a degree of humiliation to which he never 
would condeſcend, and he ſpoke not merely fur 
| himſelf, but for much creater men, with whom 
he acted, and whoſe ſentiments upon the ſubject, 
he was perſuaded he delivered diſtinctly. After 
ſpeaking of this in a ſtile of great eloquence, he 
{aid, wiſhing as he did to meet the delires of the 
reſpectable and independent Gentlemen, by ac. 
ceding to an union upon principle, he had done 
every thing in his power to facilitate ſuch a mea- 
ſure. That the ſacrifice of the ſentiments of men 
of honour was no light matter, and when it was 
conſidered how much was to he given up in 
order to open a negotiation for union, when it 
was conſidered what inſulting attacks had been 
made, and what clamours had been excited, he 

1 RT conceived. 


E 2 
-yuceived ſome regard ought to be paid to his be- 
ing willing to meet the wiſhes of thoſe reſpectable 
individuals who had called for an union of parties. 
To accompliſh that object was undoubtedly a 
matter greatly to be deſired, and for that, and that 
one, was he ready to encounter the diſagreeable- 
nels, that after what had paſſed muſt neceſſarily 
be ſuppoſed to be felt by him in acceding to the 
propoſition. With regard, however, to the re- 
ſignation of Miniſters, he ſaw no reafon for it. 
1f that Houſe inſiſted upon their going out, there 
were two conſtitutional means open to them, 
either by impeachment to proceed againſt them 
for their crimes, if they had committed any, or 
by an immediate Addreſs to the Crown to deſire 
their removal. The removal of Miniſters lay 
with the Crown, and not with that Houſe; in 
remaining in office, therefore, with a view to keep 
the country free from anarchy and confuſion, and 
to prevent the Government from falling a prey to 
that Adminiftration, which had been removed, 
and ſuffering them to force themſelves again upon 
the Sovereign againſt his will, was neither illegal 
or cacontlivacioaal. Mr. Pitt enlarged on theſe 
ideas, and repeated it, that the preſent Adminil- 
tation not having reſigned, becaule they had not 
the fe ſupport of that Houſe, was by no means con- 


trary to law or the Conſtitution. = 
| Mr. Pitt 
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Mr. Pitt was more than ordinary animated and 
intereſting throughout. Where he ſpoke of 
marching out of the fortreſs, his friends ſupported 
him with loud approbation ; and where he talkeg 
of the difficulties an Union would neceſſarily put 
him and his friends to, Mr. Fox's fide of the 
Houſe was vociſerous in crying out, Hear] Hear! 
As ſoon as the Chancellor of the nen, ſat 
down, the Houle divided, 


Ayes = — 23 27 
HS 5 NOS — — 204 2 
Majority 1 19 


The Houle then roſe, it being near TWELVE, 
and ao rned till the next day, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tueſday, February 8, 1784. 


Moriox To CARRY RESOLUTIONS UP TO 
THE TuRoONE. 


Mk. oe of Norfolk, called the attention of . ce. 


the Houſe to the Reſolutions which had been 
voted the preceding day. The end propoled 


by them was evident, and it was now the duty of 
the Houle to bring forward ſuch means as would 


carry them into effect. The means he had to 
propoſe, was to follow them by a further reſolu- 


= tion, which he ſhould ſubmit to the conſideration 
of the Houle ; he wiſhed to have the 1C: olutions 


of yeſterday read. 


The Clerk then read the reſolutions, which 


were as follow : 
« That it is the opinion 61 this Houſe, that 
885 the preſent arduous and critical ſituation of 
public affairs, requires the exertion of a frm, 
efficient, extended, united Adminiſtration, en- 


* titled to the confidence of the people; and 
* ſuch as may have a tendency to put an end to 


Ff 2 5 the 
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the unfortunate diviſions and diſtractions of 


** this country.“ 


2d, © That it is the opinion of this Houſe 
that the continuance of the preſent Miniſters, 


ſuch an Adminiſtration as may enjoy the conſi- 
dence of this Houſe, and tend to put an end to 
the unfortunate diviſions and diſtractions of the 
country, 

Mr. Coke afterwards moved, 
That the ſaid reſolutions be humbly laid be- 


4 


ec 


as are of his N 8 moſt honourable Pri in 
Council “.“ 


155 


At a Meeting of the Gentlemen, Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, who aſſembled from time to time, with a view 


tending parties in Parliament, the ene letters were 
Nad: 
1 Feb. 1, 1 RO Berkeley-Square. | 
Mr. PITT being ſincerely defirous that there ſhould 


4 as has been wiſhed for, regrets that it is not in his power 
to ſuggeſt expedients to remove the difficulty felt by the 


Duke of Portland. He does not underſtand preciſely what 


60 
cc 
«« | 
the events in the two years to which his Grace refers, ap- 
pear to Mr. Pitt to have been only modes of reſignation, 


«c 


in their office is an obſtacle to the formation of 


fore his Majeſty by ſuch Members of this Houſe 


to conciliate differences, and to forward an union of the con- 


not continue any obſtacle in the way of ſuch an intercourſe 


is the middle way which his Grace ſeems to allude to ; 


and ſuch a meaſure in order to enter into a negociation, 1s 
what the preſent Minikry, as has been already declared, 
«« cannct 
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Mr. Weibore Ellis ſeconded the motion. 
Lord Nugent aſſured the Houſe, that he arofe 1.4, Nvgens, 
ivelted of all partiality, and was totally uncon- 
nected. 


« cannot agree to. Whenever any expedient is direQly 
« ſtated, Mr. Pitt will be happy to giye every explanation 
« upon it. 
e Drom-Hhal, Monday Mors.. 2 F eb. 17804. 
« $TR, ; 
10 [ very ſincerely regret, that the expedient to which! 
© referred ſhould be thought unapplicable to the difficultics 
« [ had ſtated, I certainly ſuggeſted it as a mode of reſigna- 
« tion, but as to a mode of refignation the leaſt embarraſ- 
* ſing to government in the ordinary functions of office, and 
eat the ſame time as a proof of a diſpofition to confult che 
honour of the Houſe of Commons, as it flands pledged 
« by the reſolution of the 16th of January. This laſt is a 
preliminary, which, as a friend to the ſpirit of the conſti- 
A tution, I muſt think myſelf bound invariably to require. 
With reſpe& to myſelf, I am willing to hope that I have 
not been miſtaken. in the conception I formed of your wiſhes, 
* by ſuppoſing that it was with Mr. Pitt that you were de- 
* firous I ſhould have a liberal and unreſerved intercourſe, 
„and not with the head of an Adminiſtration, to which I 
was merely to bring an acceſſion ſtrength. But Mr, Pitt's 
e meflages place him in another character; and your on 
good ſenſe will readily ſugg geſt to you, that it was impoſ- | 
© fible for me to ſuppoſe that your expectations extended to 
** confidential conference with him, as the repreſentative 
Hof the preſent Adminiſtration, 
« If I had done this, 1 muſt have fallen in your eſteem, | 
„(which, I aſſure you, is a very ſerious object io me) as I 
** ſhould have ſhewn my {elf inſenſible of what i 15 due to the | 
* Houſe of Commons. . 


* 
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necicd with party (here the Houſe laughed)_. 


His Lordſhip ſaid, Gentlemen might laugh, bu 


he could not perceive what they laughed at, for 
he was candid and fincere, when he declared he 
Rood independent of any party. When he con- 
ſidered the ſituation of the Government of the 
country, he was firmly convinced that abſolute 3 
necellity called for an immediate-union of abili- I 
ties, to give ſatisfaction and ſecurity to the coun- 


try. He had no objection to the Right Hon. 
Gentlemen oppoſite to him (Mr. Fox ;) ſo far 
from entertaining fuch an objection, he wiſhed 
to ſee the Right Honourable Gentleman again in 
office, He wiſhed to ſee him in office, becauſe 


«© have unreſervedly ſubmitted to you my ideas of the 
« extent of your expectations. In conformity with thoſe 
expectations, (Mr. Pitt having uniformly declined to 


ſuggeſting an expedient, which I thought might put us 
into a ſituation, in which the intercourſe you wiſhed 1 


take place with propriety. 
I ſhall be happy to find chat my propoſitions have met 
«+ with your approbation ; but, in every grant, I hope that 


* my anxiety to merit the partiality 1 vou have ſhewn me, 
will entitle me to its continuance. 


„] have the honour to be, | 
« with great regard and eſteem, 
5 SIR, my 
your moſt faithful, 
and obedient ſervant, 


(Signed) „ PORTLAND.” 
2. Gr:fvencr, E75. 
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ſuggeſt any expedient on his part) I took the liberty of 


5 1 3 4 

be well knew that when the Hon. Gentleman was 
in office he was aſſiduous, he was attentive, and 
alcharged his duty with integrity. For theſe 
reaſons, he was willing to do the Right Hon. 
Gentleman every poſſible juſtice; but he would 
rot do him more than juſtice, ——The Right 
Honourable Gentleman had been author of the 
Eaſt-India Bill, a Bill which had his moſt hearty 
diſapprobation, and the introduction of which 
was, in his Opinion, as daring and arbitrary a2 
meaſure as ever Miniſter ventured to introduce. 
Having this opinion of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, he could not wiſh to ſee him in a ſituation 
above controul ; but he wiſhed to ſee him exer- 
ciling his great abilities with others for the public 
good. In a late debate, he had applied the term 
diflator to the Right Hon. Gentleman, and he 
owned he was glad to ſee the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man hurt at it, He did not mean this ill- natur- 
edly ; he had no 1ll-will to the Right Hon. Gen- 
leman; he had no right to any. He believed 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was good-humoured, 
and good-natured ; he really thought him friendly 
and amiable; of a pliant diſpoſition, and not 
dogmatical among his companions, yet he well 
remembered, that all theſe ſocial qualities were in 
the character of Cæſar, who had raiſed himſelf to 
be Dictator to his country, but when Czſar's am- 
bition broke out and became known, he was 

Rs deſerted 
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deſerted by all his virtuous friends, even his int. ö 
mate and boſom friend, Brutus, left him. His I 
_ Lordſhip again declared, that an union of abilities © | 


was the moſt warm wiſh of his heart; but not. 


 withſlanding its neceſſity, he could not wiſh for | 


it, at the expence of innovating the conſlitution. 


Gentlemen, his Lordſhip faid, had repeatedly 1 


urged, on a former debate, that no inſtance could 
be given, either from the hiſtory of the country, 
or from the Journals of Parliament, where a Mi- 
niſter had remained in office, after a reſolution 
had paſſed the Houle of Commons, declaring that 
he ſhould be removed. It was poſhble no ſuch 
inſtance could be found, but he would aſk, whe- 


| ther any inſtance could be produced of a reſolu- 
tion to remove Miniſters, who had the voice of 


the people with them, and againſt whom no 
charge whatever was made? Tt was the preroga- 
tive of the Crown alone which could appoint or 
remove Miniſters, and the prerogative of the 
Crown would be ſupported by every friend to the 


conſtitution of his country. In ſaying this, he did 
not deny but the exerciſe of the prerogative might, 
111 many inſtances, be exerciſed to an evil, as in 


the cale of war; ſuppole, {aid his Lordſhip, the 


Sovereign ſhould declare war without conſulting, 
or contrary to the advice of the Houſe of Com- 
mons,. that would be an cvil excluſive of the pre- 


rogative, In the preſent inſtance, he could not 


howẽ ever, 
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Lowerer, ſee that the prerogative had been applied 
to any improper ufe. The reſolution went to 
remove the Miniſters, but what were the grounds ? 
There had been no charge, no complaints ſlated _ 
cainſt him, and therefore it was plain, that the 
reſolutions were ill founded, It had been repeat- 
edly advanced, that the buſineſs of Government 
could not be carried on while the preſent Mini- 
flers remained in office; but this aſſertion, like 
others, flood unſupported. Where was the im- 
pediment ? Did not the executive power ſtill exiſt 
in the poſſeſſion of all its faculties and functions? 
And were not Miniſters ready and willing to per- 
form their duty if not interrupted ? For theſe 
reaſons his Lordſhip was of opinion, that the re- 
ſolution moved for was improper. e 
Mr. Duncombe ſupported the arguments of the "gs 
noble Lord. The reſolutions which had been 
entered into by the Houſe were not, he ſaid, 
founded on facts, and therefore inſufficient to 
convince, They were founded upon mere ſur- 
miſe, unaided by evidence. Though they were 
the refolutions of that Houſe, they were not to 
be conſidered as infallible. L ifſenting then from . | # 
the reſolutions already entered into, he mult alſo | — i 
dilſent from the reſolution now propoſed, and in 1 
this, he did not ſtand alone, for the public did 
not think them infallible, as appeared from the 
number of addreſſes, which had been preſented 
| hs a rrggs 
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to the Thicke, thanking his Majeſty for diſmiſſing 
thoſe men, who were lately his Miniſters. Here 
Mr. Duncombe entered into an in veſligation of 
Mr. Pitt's public and private character; pro- 
nounced him a man poſſeſſing abilities and vir. 
tues, equal to any Miniſter who had ſerved Es 


country, ſince or before his illuſtrious father, and 


L.d Delapal. 


without exhibiting a ſpecific charge. The Hon. 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, when he ſtated ſuch a 


as an illuſtration of the diſintereſtedneſs of his 


mind, he ſtated and dwelt upon the inſtance of his 
Hberality, in diſpoſing of the office of the Clerk 
of the bells. He concluded, with obſerving, that 


having inbibed the higheſt opinion of hs: Mini- 
er's integrity and wifdom, he could not, con- 
tiſlent with his judgment, his honour, or his con- 
teience, give his voice, in ſupport of ſo extraor- 


dinary a motion as the preſent, which ealled for 
a reſolution, to diſmiſs, without charge, from the 
ſervice of the Crown, a Miniſter in whom he 


had an implicit confidence. 


Lord Delaval ſaid, he could not ſuppreſs bis. 


ſurpriſe, at hearing 1t advanced, that the motion 
before the Houſe was. of an extraordinary nature, 
becaufe it called for the diſmiffion of Miniſters, 


_ poſition, did not do much for his friend, in re- 


minding the Houſe of the previous reſolutions 


they had entered into, and which were in conle- 


| quence of charges of a molt material nature to the 


conſlitut ion 


e 
wuſlitulion of the country . He adverted then to 
the influence inſtilled into the Lords on the read- 
ing of the India Bill. On that occaſion, he ſaid, 


the refulgency and ſplendor of the Crown had been 


held forth as an ignus faiuwns to deceive, and in 
conſequence of the effects of that deception, the 


preſent Miniſters had been introduced into office 


by the way of the back ſtairs, ſo that here was 
no wiſh to exclude the Right Hon. Gentleman: 
Jet him tread back his ſteps, let him enter directly 
and conſtitutionally at the door, and that Houle 


would receive him with open arms. He repro- 


bated the poſition, that the Houſe had not a right 


to interfere in the appointment and diſmiſſion of 


| the Miniſters of the Crown, and inſiſted that it 


was perfettly conſtitutional for that Houle to cen- 


ſure Miniſters for remaining in office, and exer- 


ciling power, alter the Houle had declared they 


could repoſe no conlidence in them. He con- 


cluded with oblerving, that the reſolutions already 


entered into being the conſequence of ſuch repre- 


henſible and unprecedented conduct in the preſent 


Minillers, the queſtion now to be decided on, 
and which was involved in the motion was, whe- 


the Houle would abandon or ſupport their rights. 


Mr. Powys ſaid, that the ſentiments he had the 
honour to lay before the Houle, on the debate of 


Mr. Powys, 


the laſt evening, were thole of an individual, and 


not the ſentiments of a body. I he ſentiments be 


8 8 2 altaded 5 
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alluded to were founded upon an opinion, tha; Y 
the reſolutions and the Miniſters could not both MM 99 
ſtand. On the preſent queſtion, he thought that bis 
the reſolutions of the Houſe ſhould be a rule t WM 
; conduct by which the Members ſhould be direct. | tio 
ed, and in anſwer to an objection, which might, : | ani 
he ſaid, be thrown out, that an addreſs to his WM. wt 
| Majeſty would be a more proper mode than a i. v1 
reſolution founded on the prefent motion. Fe in 
obſerved, that he preferred a reſolution to an ad- E 
dreſs, as being a more moderate mode of ap- t 
proaching and conveying information to the b 


Throne. The reſolution propoſed exhibited no 
perſonal charge againſt the Miniſter; if it meant 
to exclude the Right Hon. Gentleman from here- 
after coming into Adminiſtration, he would q 

ſtrenuoully oppoſe it, and the nation would revolt 

at it. Jo remove the diſtraQions of this devoted 
country, all the great abilities muſt come in and 

_ unite, and he honed no man would be admitted 
to come in who had not been previoully tried and 
proved by his actions. 

Mr. Wilberſorce commenced his argument by 
declaring he was thoroughly convinced there was 
no poſſibility of bringing about an umon of parties. 

He could not conſent to the reſolution propoled, 

| becauſe he conſidered it a much ſtronger mode of 

application than an addreſs. It was a ſullen and 
Aitreſpectſul manner of communicating the ſenti- 
; ments 


Mr. v ilber- 
ei ce. 
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ments of a majority of the Houſe to the Throne: 

ſhoving them abruptly forward, and precluding 

his Majeſly from giving an anſwer. He however 
found himſelf inclined to welcome the inveſtiga- 

tion of the motion, as it would bring forward, 

and try a very material queſtion, which was, 

whether the Houſe of Commons could, conſiſtent 

with propriety, interfere with the executive power 
in the appointment or diſmiſſion of Miniſters ?— 
| He thought the Houſe had not a right to in- 
terfere, and he conſidered the interference which 
had already taken place, to have been purſued in- 
idiouſly, leading them on ſtep by ſtep, to the 
preſent meaſure, which was a meaſure of ſudden 
violence, There were, he ſaid, two grounds for 
the Houle to proceed upon; the firſt was the 
cauſe, which had produced the reſolutions recently 
entered into, and the ſecond was the reſolutions 
themſelves. As to the cauſe of the reſolutions, 
that was flated to be the interference of the 
Crown, in the Houſe of Lords, by the means of a 
Peer, to influence that Houſe, and which, if true, 
he ſcrupled not to ſay, he conſidered as an un- 
conſtitutional interference, but no proof what- 
erer had been adduced to ſupport the alledged | 
fact, ſo that the cauſe being unſupported, the 
_ reſolutions reſulting from it, muſt fall, as found- 
ed on falſe grounds. This being the caſe, he 
was aſtoniſhed, that any gentleman ſhould think 
%%% IE _ _ himſelf 
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hkimſelf bound to ſupport thoſe reſolutions— 
He obſerved on Mr. Powys's declaration, that 
if the motion was of a perſonal nature, he ſhould 


not have ſupported it. He thought the preſent | 


of a much more ſerious and important nature; 
it was a motion in which not only his Right 
Honourable Friend's honour, but the -honout 


of that Houſe, were concerned. Here he de-. 


{fined the honour of the Houſe. There was no ho- 
nour, he ſaid, in that Houle, diſtinct from wil— 
dom. The honour of that Houſe did not conſiſt 
fiſt in the meeting of five hundred and fifty Mem- 
bers, nor in that, he would not call it a bauble 
(pointing to the Mace). There was no magic iu 


their meeting there; their honour conſiſted in 


| fpeaking the. ſentiments of the people, and he 
denied that Minifters, by remaining in office, 


raiſed impediments to the progrels of public 


buſineſs; it was protracted by the conduct of. 


their opponents, and he demanded to know if 


it was their intention to retard the grants of the 
ſupplies; if it was not, the preſent Miniſters 


were the proper perſons to bring them forward, 


for thole men only were competent to lay 
burdens on the public, who poſſeſſed the con- 
dence of the people. In the Right Honourable | 


Gentleman (Mr. Fox) the people had no confi- 


dence; how could they confide in him, that be 
would not do ſomething equally ſhocking with the 


CO: ilition 
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coalition formed with the noble Lord in the blue 
nibband? A coalition by which he had loſt all 
confidence, all political reputation, all popula- 
ty, and this he had done to have an op- 


portunity of calling the noble Lord his Right 


[onourable Friend in the blue ribband. After 


arguing upon a variety of other points, Mr. 


| Wilberforce concluded with obſerving, that the 
true realon which induced the proceedings 


adopted by oppoſition was, that they feared the 


abilities and popularity of his wy Hopgurable 
Friend, Mr. Patt. 


Mr. Poceys begg ged leave  explate, "Us ſaid Mr. Powys, | 


he had not, as was repreſented by the Honourable 
Gentleman who had juſt fpoken, conſidered the 
laſt Reſolution as containing an unfounded charge; 


had that been the caſe, he ſhould certainly have 


leſiſled it; but the charge was complete, the 


| Houſe had made it to, 00 he ſhould therefore 

vote for it, though he held his Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Pitt) in the higheſt eſtimation; he 
hoped by his conduct he had ſhewn, that he 


had given up the deareſt private attachments to 
what he conſidered as neceſſary to promote the 
public g good. 


„ * 


Lord John "EINE iſh commenced with . Lors Jobs 
Cavendiſh. 


ing, that the bulinels before the Houſe was ſuch © 
as required coolneſs and ſteadineſs ; he could not 
thereloze but feel ſurprized at the heat and want 


of. 
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df temper which had been ſhewn by an Honour. | 
able Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) who had cor. 
ſidered the meaſure now in conſideration as bard 


againſt his friends. The Prerogative of the Crown 


was held up as the principal objection againſt the 
Reſolutions the Houſe had entered into: his 


' Lordſhip proteſted he had heard more of prero- 


cative in that Houſe within the laſt three months 


khan in the courſe of thirty years before. His 


Lordſhip defended the Coalition, and obſerved 
that the preſent Miniſters, who cenſured it, 
and pronounced that cenſure on the ground; 


that the noble Lord in the blue ribband had been 


an adviſer and ſupporter of the American war 


appeared ſurrounded by thole very perſons who 


had aided the noble Lord through the whole 


progrels of that unfortunate meaſure—men 
who had grown rich by the bounty of the noble 


Lord, while his Lordſhip had made nothing, 
The buſineſs of India, his Lordſhip cbſerved, 
was repeatedly held forth to induce obloquy or 
cenſure on the late Adminiſtration; the India 
Bill he was confident had been grolsly miſrepre- 
ſented, and, conſequently, greatly milunder- 
ſtood; it would, when known, become a po- 
pular meaſure. The perſeverance of Miniflers 


remaining in office againſt the declared ſenſe 
of the Houſe, he conſidered as ' unconſtitutional 
and dangerous. It held out a miſchievous doubt 


whit u 


[ 233 ] 
which bred diſcontents among the people, and 
prevented the buſineſs of the public from being 
carried on with aſſiduity, vigour, or effect. His 
Lordſhip then {tated ſeveralevils which would con- 
ſequently ariſe from a diſſolution of Parliament at 


ns time, when the army and navy were e unpro- 


Mr, r. Mile fuse ſaid a few words in explana- Mr, Wit- 


tion, aſſuring the Houſe, that though he might 
have ſpoken with warmth upon a ſubject which 


certainly intereſted his paſſions, it was his wiſh 
to debate with temper, and he hoped his warmth | 
had not led him into any cenſurable impro- 


priety. 


wonder at the Prerogative of the Crown having 
been more talked of lately than for many years 


paſt. When had it before been attempted to be 
invaded? His Lordſhip thought the motion unne- 


ceſſary and impolitic; it called upon his Ma- 
jeſty to remove his Miniſters, when at the very 


ſame time the people were ſupplicating the Crown 
for an exerciſe of the prerogative to retain them 


in office. He was ſurprized that the noble Lord 


who had lately ſpoken, ſhould in that Houſe ſtate 
that the India Bill could ever be a popular mea- 
ſure. It was a reprobated Bill. It had been 
reprobated by thoſe who were the beſt judges, by 


II bh the 


Lord Mulgrave ſaid, the noble Lord 3880 not ft rut 
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the pcop'e themſelves who would have ſuffered 
under its operation, The City of London had 
petitioned againſt it. Much had been ſaid about 
the dignity of the Houſe and the neceſſity of their 
vindicating and ſupporting the Reſolutions entered 
Into, but an eſſential part of the dignity of the 
Houle conſiſted in the right every man had to 
declare his thoughts freely. He was tenacious of } 
the rights of the Houle, but he was equally te- 
nacious of the rights of the people. His Lord- 
ſhip argued Fan in lupport of the right of 
Prerogative in appointing and diſmifling Mini- 
ſters of the Crown, and alfo againſt the Houſe 
of Commons interfering on ſuch occaſions. Ile 
objected to the motion, inſiſting, that to lay the 
 Relolutions of the Houſe betore his Majeſty was 
not fo mild a meaſure as an Addreſs. The Relo- 
lutions were, in his opinion, il founded, and he 
: compared them to a ſtring of Reſolutions which 
had been paſſed in the reign of King William the 
Third. His Lordſhip with great ſeverity com- 
menced a perſonal attack upon Mr. Fox, obſerving, 
that the Honourable Gentleman had heretofo: e 
abuſed with virulence borough majorities, but he 
had them now to ſupport him in conſequence of 
the Coalition ; he coaleſced with the noble Lord 
in the blue ribband, who had brought over with 
him the influence of thoſe boroughs he had ſe- 
cured at the laſt general election. His Lordſhip 
ST HE alked 


"Pay 1 


Right Honourable Gentleman? And he anſwer— 


aſked, what were the evident intentions of the 


ed, that they were clearly to controul the Crown 


to trample upon the Houſe of Hanover, upon 


2 Prince of the family of Brunſwick. and upon 
the Houſe of Commons. Here thete was a gene- 


ral cry of Order. . 
Mr. Fox roſe to order. He ſaid, he had al- 
ways conſidered it as a breach of the Order of 
that Houſe, to uſe the name of the King, for the 
purpoſe of influencing the debate, and he was 
convinced, it had never be+n uſed more palpably 
for that purpoſe, than by the noble Lord. 
| Lord rave role allo to order and to ex- 
plain. The Right Honourable Gentleman had, 
in his opinion, miſtaken the rule of order, upon 
uſing the King's name. He had not ſtated to the 
Houſe what the Sovereign had ſaid; that would 
have been diſorderly, but it was not diſorderly to 
ſtate the effect which a meaſure might have on 


Mr. Fox) 


Lord Mul. 
graves 


him. His Lordſhip having thus delined the rule, 


recommenced his ar-ument, purſuing his attack 
upon Mr, Fox; the Right Honourable Gentle- 


man, he ſaid, was, in his opinion, an invacer of 


the royal prerogative, a plunderer, and degrader 
of the Sovereign. —( Another general cry of or- 


der.) 


Hh 2 . Mr. 


Mr. Demp- 
ſer, 


Jord M l- 
rave. 


Mr. Sheri, 
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Mr. Dempſter roſe to expreſs his aſtoniſhment + 
the language and epithets adopted by the noble 
Lord, which were in his opinion unparliamen- 
tary; would any man fay it was not diſorderly 
for one Member of that Houſe, to charge ano- 
ther Member in the Houſe with an intent to in- 
vade, plunder, and degrade the Sovereign > 


Lord Mu grave explained, that he had faid 
nothing of zn/entions, but had ſpoken of actions, 
in the light they had ſtruck him, His Lordſhip 
then adverted to the conduct of the Whigs in 
the reign of William the Third, and ſtated an 


incident from hiſtory, Where that party had ad- 


viſed the then King to di folve the Parliament, 
without the conſent of the Miniſters. He re- 
preſented that point of time as ſimilar in ſome 
points to the preſent, and illuſtrated his argument 
by obſerving, that at that period, the Earl of 
Devonſhire, in a converlation with his Sovereign 
ſaid, © put theſe people from you, or your Crown 


72 


is in danger,” that this advice was followed by 


the King, who diſſolved the Pail: ament, though 
unhappily he never met another, 

Mr. Sheridan role next, and began a moſt mal: 
tel ſpeech with declaring, that it had not at 


all ſurpriſed him to have heard the noble Lurd 


uſe the name of the Sovereign with a view to in- 


Euence the debate, after the principle that he 


had 


> 


© 097-1 
had laid down in the early part of his ſpeech, 


The principle to which he alluded was, that it 

was not a point of conſideration with the Crown 
to appoint Miniſters with the approbation of that 
Houſe. This, Mr. Sheridan faid, pretty clearly 
evinced what the noble Lord's notions were of 


the prerogative of the Crown and the privileges 
of Parliament. Ir induced him to preſume that 


in the noble Lord's opinion, a cloſe, cordial, and 
confidential connection between the King and the 


Commons in Parliament affembled, was but a 
ſort of political adultery ; but that the noble 
Lord thought ſuch a connection between the 
Crown and the Houſe of Lords was legal mar- 
tage. After this, Mr. Sheridan reaſoned upon 
the arguments urged againſt the preſent motion 


on the grounds that it was more indecent, and 
leſs reſpectful, than a direct addreſs to the Crown 
to remove Miniſters. This, he ſaid, was a ſtate. 
ef the caſe neither fair nor founded. An Addreſs 
to the Crown was that ſort of extreme which 


ought eve: to be avoided by that Houle, if poſ- 
ſible; and, Gnce the Revolution, it had been uni— 


 formily thought the duty of Miniſters, who re- 
garded the Conſtitution, to interpoſe between the 
Houſe and the Crown, by reſigning, whenever ſuch 
a meature was thought neceſſary, and likely to be 
propoſed and adopted, This ought to have been 


the 
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1 
the conduct of Miniſters now, had they na 


thought the Conſtitution, and the conſidence, and 


character of that Houſe, equally beneath their 
regard and conſideration. In choofing the made 


then propoſed, of humbly laying the Refolutions | 


of the Houſe at the foot of the throne, in preſe- 
rence to a direct Addreſs, the Houſe, in his 
mind, had acted with the moſt wary caution, and 
with a degree of temper, of a piece with the mo- 
deration that had marked the whole of their 
conduct ſince the preſent Miniſters came in upon 
the unconſtitutional grounds upon which they had 


notoriouſly been introduced into office. They 
had hit upon a method of conveying to the no- 
tice of the Crown, what had lately paſſed in that 
Houſe, in a way perfectly reſpe&ful and conſtitu- 
tional. If after all the meaſure ſnould be found 
to prove as ineffeQual as their ſeveral Reſolu- 


tions, the Houſe would at laſt be under the ne- 


ceſſity of voting an Addreſs to the Crown, and 


| ſhould that be the caſe, the Miniſters who had 
goaded, and urged the Houſe to a proceeding, 


which, though perfectly parliamentary and con- 


ſtitutional, ought certainly, from reſpect to his 


 Mijeſly, and for other reaſons, to be always 
avoided where it could be done without, would 
have to anſwer for it. Mr. Sheridan reminded 
the Houſe of the exact manner in which the-ſe- 
veral 


2 


veral Reſolutions had been introduced and de- 
bated, From the preſent Miniſters having thought 
proper to make the queſtion for the Speaker to 
leave the Chair the ſubject of debate for the 
day, he acknowledged, that when the learned 
Gentleman oppoſite to him ventured a poor joke 
by ſaying that the two firſt Reſplutions had come 
in at fixes and ſevens, he ſpoke a true fact; for it 
was between ſix and ſeven o'clock literally when 
they were firſt moved. They had, however, as the 
Houle well knew, been amply debated on a fu- 
ture day; and the reſt of the Reſolutions had 
been flowly and deliberately brought forward. 
An Hon. Gentleman, who ſpoke early in the de- 

bate, (Mr. Wilberforce) Mr. Sheridan obſerved, 
had uſed ſome extraordinary language in the 

courſe of his ſpeech. He had charged the Right 
Hon. Gentleman near him with havipg led the 
© Houſe on ſtep by ſtep. to this motion, and had 
afterwards rejoiced at its arrival, deeming it 
a welcome mcalure of fudden violence. How to 
reconcile this he was ſomewhar at a loſs, be- 
cauſe it was the firſt time he had ever heard an 
act of ſudden violence defined to be a matter of 
progreſſive gradation. The ſame Honourable Gen- 
| tlewan, however, had, with equal propriety, told 
the Houſe that the public held their debates in 
contempt, that they conſidered their ſpeeches 
as 
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- ay ihn and ridiculous, and yet he had ſhortly 
afterwards bid them beware how they en, 
the people. This laſt idea, Mr. Sheridan aid, 
had been firſt ſuggeſted by the learned gentleman 
oppoſite to him, who, in his ſpeech of the pre- 
ceding day, had cautioned the Houſe againſt 2 
voting violent Reſolutions, and had ſaid, that if 
they puſhed matters too far againſt the Right 
Hon. Gentleman at the head of Adminiſtration, 
they might incur ſo much popular odium, that 
the people might (to uſe the learned gentleman's 
words) paſs by that Houſe, and go immediately 
to the foot of the Throne with their complaints. 
This Mr, Sheridan arraigned as an endeavour to 
make a breach between that Houſe and the 


people, and it was, he ſaid, the more unjuſtifiable, | 


becauſe it was the caule of the conſtitution that 
the Houſe was engaged in. It had been ſaid, 
they wiſhed to remove Miniſters without a caule 


the fact was otherwiſe, The cauſe was the uncon- 


ſtitutional means by which they came into power: 
The charge of the name of the Crown having been 
uſed with a view to influence the votes of the 
Peers had been urged again and again, and never 
been refuted, nor attempted to be refuted, although 
fix words from an Honourable Gentleman he ſaw 
oppolite to him, would have put an end tio tie 
whole ſtory. Had that Hon. Gentleman riten, 
and declared bimſelf empowered by his noble 

relation, 
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relation, upon whom the odium of the accuſation 
reſted, to aſſert, that he never had uſed the King's 
name at all with reſpect to the India Bill, the 
matter would have dropped from that moment. 
Had thar been the caſe ? Inftead of it, the Hon. 
Gentleman had once come to the Houle and faid, 
bis noble relation had never uſed the particular 

words that had been at that time ſtated to have 
been uſed by him. Was that the refutation of the 

| flory? Did it prove the rumour to have aſſerted 
a falſe fact? On the controry, did it not confirm 
and eſtabliſh its validity beyond all queſtion. It 
this was not ſufficient to convince every reaſon— 
able man of the truth. of the ac cuſation, that the 
preſent Adminiſtration had come in upon uncon- 
llitutional grounds, let Gentlemen alk themſelves, 


Whether Miniſters, whoſe immediate duty it was 


to reſcue his Majeſty's name from the libels in 
circulation reſpecting it, had taken any means 
whatever to clear up the ſtory ? Had they either 
ſtated to that Houſe, that they had authority, or 
that they had endeavoured to obtain authori'y 
from the quarter, whence alone they could derive 
it, to declare the whole rumour falle and ground— 
Tels, and that his Majeſty never had authorited his 
name to be ſo made uſe of, as report had ſlated. 
The preſent Miniſters, though they had time and 
time enough, to have made the proper enquiry, 
had been wholly filent on the fubjeck. With 
| | | 11 1 5 | regard | 


BE 


recard to the late Adminiſtration, Mr, Sheridan 
{1id, he had heard a member of it declare, that he 
had no authority from the Crown to contradi& 
the rumour, or to ſay that the ſtory was ill found. 
ed. The plain concluſion, therefore, from lj 
theſe circumſtances, was, that the rumour could 
not be contradicted, This at leaft it was fair to 
infer, So much, therefore, for the charge againſt 
the preſent Miniſters, and ſo much in proof, that 
the Relolutions the Houſe had come to were not 
without foundation. Mr. Sheridan next pro- 
ceeded to take notice of the union, which had been 
fo much recommended, and locked up to with a 
degree of expectation by ſome moſt reſpectable 
Members of that Houſe, which he feared would 
not be gratified. In the preſent diſtracted ſtate of 
the country, he ſaid, an union of parties was cer- 
tainly a matter much to be wiſhed ; but then 
unleſs an union upon principle could be effected, 
miſchief, and not benefit, would be the reſult: 
An union apparently cordial and ſincere, but in 
fact otherwile, would ruin the country, What 
would it be for his Hon. Friend to join the Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, under doubt- 
ful circumſtances, but to take a ſerpent into his 
boſom to ſting him to death? And how could 
any Coalition be formed while Miniſters remained 
in office? Suppoſing that a treaty was actu- 
ally ſet on foot and lertled, and his Right Ho- 
nourable 
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-ourable Friend and the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman oppoſite to him, were to go to the King 


upon the ſubject and ſtate what they had done, 


would not his Majeſty be juſtified in ſaying, 


« What, do you come to me with this man, whom 


. you taught me to regard as an enemy to my prero- 


* ative, and as deſirous of ſetting himſelf up as a 
« dictator, cloathed with more power than | enjoy 
* myſelf; and do you recommend this man tobe my 
© Miniſter *” The Right Hon. Gentleman would 
anſwer, © That they could not carry on the pub- 
lic buſineſs without the confidence of the Houſe 


«6 of Commons.” Would not nis Majeſiy then be 


warranted in ſaying, © Did you not tell me you 


could do without it, and that it was of ny con- 


© ſequence? Go away for a parcel of knaves, I 
haue nothing to ſay to any of you.” An Jon. 

Gentleman [Mr. Wilberforce] bad aſked whether 
they meant to deny the {upplics, and it had been 
thought, that he had gone too far, when in a 
former debate he had ſaid, that it was not in the 
power of that Houſe at any time now to refuſe 
voting the ſupplies. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had 


ſince conſidered this matter very maturely, and 


he was full of the ſame opinion. Formerly in- 


deed, in the very early period of our minor, 
when this country had no dependencies to provide 


for, it might be a practicable mode oi revenge 


upon the Crown, for that Houle to refuſe granting 


112 „ a ſupply, 
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a ſupply, when the King came to aſk money fox 
a war in Normandy, or any where elſe, in which 
war the nation had no intereſt ; but the cafe was 
widely different now. As the wars carried on 
were not the mere wars of the Crown, but the 
wars of the country : . as the royal revenue was 
ſettled, and as it reſted with that Houle to pro- 
vide ſupplies for any war in which they had com- 
mitted themſelves with the Crown, to reſule a 
ſupply, when actually wanted, would, in his 
mind, amount to evidence of national bankruptcy, 
and be conſidered as ſuch. It was neceſſary there- 
tore for that Houſe, in any caſe of difference 
with the Crown, to make its ſtand earlier, to mark 
its dilapprobation immediately, and to periſh in 
the trenches, or obtain a victory in the firſt onſet. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him had 
the Peer digg evening refuſed to reſign, and had 
called his ſituation by as groſs a miſnomer as ever 
was ſelected out of the whole vocabulary of me- 
taphors. He had called it the j9:trefs of the Con- 
ſcitulion. The fortreſs of the Conſtitution! What! 
without the Houſe of Commons. for its garriſon ? 
Impoſlible. No. it was a very different fortrels. 
It was that Würth eſtate which had formerly been 
deſcribed in that Houſe, as neither he, le, nor it; 
as neither King, Lords, or Commons! It could 
not be the King, becauſe his M lajeſty was not vi- 
ſible; it could not be the Lords, becauſe it de- 
baſed 
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baſed the Lords, made them falfify their words, 
anch act in a manner unworthy their characters; 
and it could: not be the Commons, becauſe it de- 
{>ilc4 them; it held their confidence in contempt, 


and mocked at their Reſolutions. It was upon this 


indeſcribable and intangible exiſting power, that 


the Right Hon. Gentleman reſted, and refuſed to 


come down from it. The Right Hon. . 
might ſay, © He truſted. in the King's name; 
and that | 


The King's name was a tower of ſtrength ; 
Which they of the adverſe party wanted 


Let the Right Hon. Gentleman beware, however, 


what he flood upon. Let him not think he had 


the key of the fortreſs in his cuſtody. No; the 
key of the fort, the power, and the fate of the 


garriſon, were in poſſeſſion of the Lieutenant- 


Governor of the Tower, the actual, but the ſe- 


cret director of every thing that happened. After 


dwelling for ſome time with a happy ſpirit of pa- 


rody on this, Mr. Sheridan recurred to Mr. Wil- 
berforce's aſſertion of Mr. Fox's being no longer 

10 be confided in, on account of his having coa- 
lelced with Lord North. Mr. Sheridan here went into 
a juſtification of the Coalition formed the laſt year 
by his Right Hon. Friend and the noble Lord in 
the blue ribband ; a Coalition which had proved it- 
ſelf to have been founded on the molt honeſt and 


virtuous 


© 
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virtuous principle ! He ſaid, he might fairly pire 


it this character, becauſe his Right Hon. Friend 1 
knew, that he had been fo far from approving the | 


idea, when it was firſt communicated to him, that 
he had done every thing in his power to prevent 
it. The realon why he had been fo adrerle to it, 


he would honeilly confeſs, had ariſen from a doubt 
of the cordial co-operation, and the ſincerity of the 


:oble Lord s friends. Time, however, had proved 


him mach miſtaken, and what had paſſed within 4 
the la ten weeks, had ſo inconteſtibly efabliſhed. I 


the integrity and virtue of the Coalition, that it 
mult have opened the eyes of the blind, and ſet 


calumny at defiance. How it had happened, ne- 
vertheleſs, that the Gentlemen of the other {ide 


ſhould cver have ventured to arraign the Coa- 


lition, was to him a little extraordinary, when he 
conſideted of wiom that ſide of the Houſe was 
comnalud, For inſtance, let the Treaſury Bench 


be looked to at that very moment: it would there 


be {een that the quondam ſupporters of Mr. Fox, 
and the quunc dam ſupporters of Lord North, all 


Py: 


ba 


ded and vet, if every one of them, relpec- 


tively, were aſked how he came there, he would 
anſwer moſt readily, he was forced there by the 
vile Coalition. Let the Board of Treaſury be 


Ae ed io the fancy, what muſt be the fort of 


Con! er ation that paſſed there : : one of the Com. 
5 mullionets 


through Lie American war, were ſtrangely inter- 
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miſioners would naturally ſay, upon caſting np 
the accounts that lay there to be adjuſted, © Ay, 
s theſs enormous ſums were accumulated by that 
© curſed American war, carried on under the vile 
© Adminiftration of Lord North” «© No, 
„(would the Commiſſioner who fat next to him 


80 eply) not the vile Adminiſtration of Lord 


© North. Lord North was an excellent Miniſter, 
© and the American war a wiſe war, and the war 
© of Parliament; but the cauſe of theſe heavy 
* expences, was Mr. Fox, and his rebel oppo- 


„ ſition.” Thus, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, ſuch eternal 


jangling will unavoidably prevail, that it muſt be 
as much as the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 
me can do, with all his authority, to preſerve the 
King's peace at his own Board of Treaſury. It 


had been faid, by the noble Lord, that the Coa- 


lition derived its ſupport from the Members 
| brought in by Treaſury influence at the laſt elec- 
tion, when the noble Lord was Miniſter, and that 
thoſe Members brought in by borough jobbers, 
and luch beings, made them a majority. This 
charge, Mr. Sheridan afferted to be entirely 


groundleſls. The Coalition had been purged com- 


pletely of all that fort of rubbiſh by the renega- 
does, and rat-catchers, whoſe connection with the 
noble Lord formerly, and whole acquirement of 
inordinate wealth under his Miniſtry, while he re- 
mained poor in it, had been held to be one of his 


che 
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Mr. Banks, Mr, Banks followed Mr. Sheridan, and in a 
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chief reproaches. Theſe wretches who ungrate. : 
fully ſpurned the hand that fed, and the heart that 
had warmed them, had gone over to the other fide . „ge 

and had taken with them the whole corps of merce. 


naries. The delerters, therefore, had ſomewhar alt 
thinned their ranks, but had left the coalition po 
ſtill more re ſpectably ſupported. Having very nc 
ſtrongly 1 urged this, Mr. Sheridan concluded a; 10 
argumentative, as witty, and as entertaining a to 


a ſpeech, as ever we liſtened to, with a few point- 
ed remarks on the union that had been ſo much 
talked of, declaring that in his opinion, no ſafe or 
ſincere union could be but effected, with a recan- L 
tation or conceſſion of N on one bde Or 
the other. 
Un the courſe of his ſpeech Mr. Sheridan paid 
Mr. Dundas veiy high compliments on his great 
abilities and manly character, fairly appealing 
to the learned Gentleman's candour on different 
points touched on in the courſe of his ſpcech. | 


great meaſure went over the ſame ground as Mr. 
Wilberforce had gone before him, Mr. Banks 
ſaid, he never had entertained very ſanguine ex- 
pectations of the probability of an union being 
effected; but he now enteriained fill leſs than 
ever, and if the motion were carried, it would 
undoubtedly, as the Houſe muit have been con- 
vinced from what his Honourable Friend had {aid 
„ the 
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the preceding evening, be an effeQual bar to any 
ſort of conciliation. Mr. Banks expreſſed his 
aſloniſhment at Mr. Powys having conceived it 


incumbent on him to vote for the preſent motion, 
although he had ſeparately condemned and op- 


poled the ſeveral reſolutions. He ſaid his Ho- 


nourable Friend muſt have re ſoned in his own 
mind in a moſt ſtrange and unaccountable manner 
to have brought himſelf to ſuch a concluſion. 
Mr. Banks aſked, to what end would the Houſe 
have the reſolutions carried to the foot of the 


Throne ? The chief magiſſ rate muſt, he ſhould 


lappole, already have been made acquainted 

with the tendency of them by his Miniſters; he 
ſaw not therefore any uſe in now voting them, and 
therefore he ſhould give them his negative. 


Lord Hielaing was upon his | aa ſome time, Ii. ian, - 


and created a good deal of mirth, by the appli- 


cation of ſome Latin quotations to Lord North 


and Mr. Fox. His Lordſhip ſlated ſeveral pre- 
cedents of the practice and proceeding of the 
Houſe, with reſpect to Miniſters they diſapproved, 

In the reigns of King William and Queen Anne. 


His Lordſhip allo quoted the advice Cardinal 


Wolſey gives to Cromwell, in the ſcene, previous 
to his parting with him, in Shakeſpeare's Henry 


the Eighth, and concluded, with declaring, that he 


ſhould vote again the motion. 


Kk 15 Governor 
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cult to know how they ought to vote. 


e 
Governor Joln one ſaid, it was a little dich 


Peforc 
the Houle came to any deciſion on the motion, it 


behoved them to conſider two or three points 


with ſome degree of attention. In the firſt place, 
would the carrying the preſent queſtion tend to 


imooth the way to union, and render a coalition 
of parties leſs difficult? Would it in the ſecond 
place tend to prevent or to promote a diſſention 


between that and the other Houſe of Parlia- 


ment? And, thirdly, would it aid the purpoſe of 
putting an end to the diſtractions and diviſions of 
the country? The Governor ſaid, he verily be- 


lieved it would produce the opolite effect to 


that to be deſired on every one of the three points. 


With regard to a coalition of parties, he thought 
it a molt neceſſary and uſeful meaſure. 1 he 


coalition of laſt year he had always thought more 


to be blamed on account of its narrownels, than 
for any other reaſon. The, baſis had not been 
by any means broad enongh, and thence it had 
not been a proper coalition. With regard to 
avy man's declaring he would not act with this 
or that man, ſuch an individual ought to re- 
tire from public life. He who would not, when 
the great and important ſervices of his county 
rendered it neceſſary, bring his mind to a remifhon_ 
of paſt differences, and to act with men from 
whom he had formerly differed, was unfit to 


be 


ney. 


in 
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de a public man. There were, undoubtedly, 
many points to be ſettled, before an union, upon 
principle, could be effected, but to what end vote 
ſuch a motion as that under conſideration; it 
could not be ſuppoled to tend to conciliation; it 
could not be imagined to be at all correſponding 
with the wiſhes of the meeting at the St. Alban's 
Tavern. The Gentlemen who had ſo laudably 
and with ſuch noble and diſintereſted views ſpent 
| ſeven or eight days in endeavouring to contrive a 
means of opening a negotiation between the Right 
Hon. Gentleman and the noble Duke, muſt. 
be hurt to find their labours likly to end fo un- 
proſperouſly. From what he had read in the 
newlpapers, the Governor ſaid, he was at a loſs 
to know why the negotiation could not take place. 
Ihe Right Hon. Gentleman had ſent word that 
he, as head of the preſent Adminiſtration, would 
meet the Duke of Portland, and open a treaty 
with him, Would any man ſay he was afraid to 
truſt himſelf in a room with the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman? Why then could not the noble Duke and 
the Right Hon. Gentleman meet in a room and 


open their minds to each other. There would 


be nobody preſent but themſelves, and as men of 
honour, they could ſurely truſt each other. For- 
mer Adminiſtrations had been ſettled in this man- 
ner, and why ſhould not another? he whole 
matter in queſtion ſeemed to him to reſemble the 
fable of the Fox and the Crov. © Monheur 
K k 2 . Corbeau. 


L452} 
Corbeau, you come down here from your tree, 
and I'll talk with you.“ It was ridiculous, he 
laid, that the intereſts of a great people ſhould he 
ſacrificed to ſuch 1dle punctilio. The Governor 
ſaid, the wileſt way in his opinion would be for 


the Houſe to adjourn the debate, and to meet 


another day for the purpoſe of relcinding all 
the reſolutions the Houſe had lately come to, 
except only that which had been voted unani- 
mouſly the preceding day. The Governor took 


notice of the Eaſt India Bill, and declared. it. 


would have been better if the Right 'Henour- 


able Gentleman below him gave it up altogether, 


He had already very wiſely given way a good 


deal. At firſt, the Houle would recollect, the 
Bill was threatened to be brought in the very 


night after it had been thrown out in the other 
Houſe. He had, the Governor declared. impa- 
5 tiently looked for i: night. after night and day af- 


ter day, but no Bill had been brought 1 in yet; and 
he hoped none would be brought 1 in, as the Right | 
Honourable Gentleman might reſt aſſured no 


ſyſtem, that did not eſtablith a ſtrong govern- 
ment reſident in India, and inveſted with the 


whole of the Patronage of that country, would 
anſwer. Ihe highelt rank of people in this 


country, the Governor ſaid, he did not at all like, 


becauſe they were generally inlincere, deceitful, 


and hy pocritical. The low elt ranks he li ked full 


as 
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as little, becauſe they were malicious ; but . the 
middling ranks were thoſe who were to be de- 
pended on. When once the middling -ranks of 
people took up an idea, which they had thorough- 
Iy examined, had received information upon, and 


made themſelves maſters of, ſo as to form an opi- 
nion, nothing could alter that opinion, or induce 


them to forego it. This he verily believed to be 
the cafe with the Eaſt India Bill. The middling 


ranks of people had examined and decided upon 
it. They conſidered it as an invaſion of private 


rights, as trenching upon the prerogative, and as 


giving the Miniſter who brought it in, an enor- 
mous and unconſtitutional influence. No matter 
whether this was a true judgment or not, if it 


were the judgment of this deſcription of the 


people, it would be in vain to combat it, or en- 


dearour to alter it in any degree whatever. 


Sir George Howard ſaid, the motion joined EWO sir Georg 
Reſolutions together, which were clearly diſlinct“ a. 
and different, and, which, in his mind, ought 


to be kept ſo. He had votcd with the Houle, 


when the firſt of the two palled unanimouſly, be- 


cauſe he thought it a wile, moderate, and ſalu- 


tary Reſolution, ſuch as could do no harm, but 
might do much good. The ſecond he had voted 
againſt the preceding day becauſe it eſſentially 


contradicted the meaning and intent of the firſt. 


1 
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the gentleman who met at the St. Alban's, to deſue 
the Right Ilonourable Gentleman below him to 
be out of office, on the contrary it was their ear- 
neſt wiſh to have him remain a Mmiſter. If the 
preſent motion paſſed, that Houſe would have 
voted cenſure, where there had not been the 
ſmalleſt fault proved, nor any charge of delerv- 
ing cenſure urged. To proceed to puniſh with- 
out accuſation, and without proof of any puniſh- 
ment having been merited, was, Sir George de- 
clared, to the laſt degree unwarrantable and un- 
Juſt. e had fat upwards of twenty years in that 
Houle, and in all the time he never had witneſſed 

{ach conduct before. With regard to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman below him, he ſtood upon 
ſuch a rock of integrity, his character ſtood ſo 
high in the univerſal eſtimation of the country, 
that it was not in the power of that Houle, 
even, in his opinion, to hurt him. Sir _ George, 
after declaring upon his honcur, that he could 
not act lo unjuſtly as to vote a cenſure and a pu- 
miſhment, where there had been no charge even 
attempted to be brought forward, and, there. 
fore, that he ſhould be againſt the motion, ended 
his ſpecch with addreſſing ſome elegant Latin lines 
to Mr. Pitt, which had, Lir George ſaid, been on 
a fermer occaſion addreſled to a great ornament of 
the law. 
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Mr. Rigby declared he had watched the debate zr. Rigby. 


with great attention, and had endeavoured to find 
gut if any thing fell in the courle of it, that 
would afford the leaſt hopes of an union of par- 


ties, but in vain. Nothing of that kind had been 


hinted at; and he was ſorry to have obſerved, that 
thoſe who had taken part in the debate, and 
were known to be the moſt intimate with the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, and the neareſt 


about him, had all, more or leſs, indulged them- 


felves in perſonal aſpertities ; which pretty plainly 
thewed that the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
not been fincerely inclined to union all along. 


The fort of attack that had that day been made 
on his Right Honourable Friend was what he by 


no means deſerved ; and he faid, he was the more 


 forry, becaule, undoubtedly, ſuch was the ſtate of 
the country, that all the abilities of that Houle 
were wanted to reſtore it to its proper ſtate of vi- 
gour and proſperity. The great and extraordinary 
talents of the two Right Hon. Gentlemen were 
univerſally acknowledged, but as far as regarded 


that circumſtance, he was not ſorry for the con- 


teſts that had occurred, ſince that Houle had aſ- 


ſembled after the receſs of the laſt Summer, as 
they had given occaſion for a farther diſplay of 
the abilities of each of the Right Honourable 


Gentlemen, that had called forth greater adinira- 
dn 2nd greater wonder, Mr. Rigby faid, what 


be 
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be roſe principally for, had been to expreſs his 
aſtoniſhment to hear Gentlemen complaining that 
there was no charge made againſt the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, nor any fault imputed to 
him. In the preſent caſe it would have been a 
little extraordinary if there had been any charge 
or imputation, becauſe there was not the ſmalleſt 
occaſion for either. The queſtion bad nothing 
perſonal in it; it threw no diſgrace on the Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppolite to him, nor on 
his colleagues. When Sir Robert Walpole had 
a motion for his removal made againſt him, there 
had not been any charge thought neceſſary; it 
was held to be enough that he had loft the 
confidence of that Houſe, and when, upon the 
diviſion, it appeared that Sir Robert had but a 
majority of one in his favour, he thought that 
a ſufficient hint, and he no longer appeared 
as a Miniſter, But no charge had been called 
for, [A cry from the Treaſury Bench of, es 
there was !] Mr. Rigby denied that there had 
been any. After Sir Robert had been made 
a Peer, he ſaid, he was perſealy aware that 
a Secret Committee had been inſtituted ſor 
the purpoſe of invelligating all the tranſac- 
tions of the paſt ten years of his life, and 
every body knew in what manner the Secret 
Committee had been put an end to. In the pre- 


ſent caſe 1 it had been alked, 5 * what, no Jaw | im- 
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puted?“ So lar from any fault's being ca- 
pable of being imputed to the Right Hon. Gen— 
tleman, he proteſied he did not know any perſon 
leſs culpable. The fact was, the Houſe had 
thought proper to deny its confidence to the Right 

Honourable Gentleman, not with any view to 
prolcription in future, but merely on account of 
the grounds upon which he had come into oflice ; 
and no Miniſter could think of ſtanding after 
that Houſe had withdrawn its confidence,” It 
never had been done, nor indeed ever attempted, 
Let the Right Honourable Gentleman reflect 
2 little how extraordinary it was, therefore, 
for him to perſiſt in keeping his place. Not 
that he meant to blame him ſor it. He 
liked his ſpirit, He had ſhewn it and proved 
what he had always thought he would prove, 
t to be a Miniſter, But let the Right Honour- 

bl Gentleman look to the manner in which a 
period had been put to former Adminiſtrations. _ 
The Earl of Shelburne had Joft his fituation by 

the peace he had made; a peace which Mr. Rigby 
ſaid he had always confidered as a good thing for the 
Country, but of which he now entertained ten 
times a better opinion than before, becauſe if the war 
had continued and the diviſions and conteſts we had 
| been lately engaged in taking place, the country 
mult have been utterly ruined. The Earl of Shel- 


burne, upon a Majority of ſixteen only againſt 
L 1 At m 
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bim in that Houle, though with a conſiderable 
majority in the other Houle, had thought fit to 
retire, His noble Friend in the blue ribband 
alſo, had not had a majority againſt him two 
years ago, but he had nevertheleſs thought 
it right to retire, when he ſaw his majority 
rapidly decreaſing. His noble Friend had done 
wilely in ſo retiring. He thought and faid fo at 
the time, having, as he recolletted, ſtood up pret- 
ty nearly in the ſame place in which he ſtood then, 
and adviſed his noble Friend to take the hint and 
retire. Miniſters might imagine, Mr. Rigby 
laid, whatever they pleaſed, but it was impoſſible 
tor them to remain after that Houſe had denied 
them their confidence. He declared, he was wel! 
known to be a friend to the Prerozative of the 
Crown, but that Prerogative had been lately ex 
erciſed in ſo laviſh a way, that though he would 
not point it out as a fault imputable to the Right 
| Hon. Gentleman, yet certainly it had been uſed in, 
ſuch a manner as to excite and deſerve the notice 
of that Houſe. The Crown had an undoubted 
right to diſtribute honours, but it had never been 
held to be a right or a conſtitutional exerciſe of 
the prerogative to laviſh honours and titles in ſuch _ 
a manner as had of !ate been the caſe. That 
Houſe had ſeen four peerages within the Jaſt 
month, and he underſtood there was a promiſe 


of 
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of thirteen cr fourteen more. It was not a little 
extraordinary that three out of four were beſtowed 
on Gentlemen from Cornwall, a county that was 
ever remarkable for more of what was called 
rotten boroughs than any other county in the 


kingdom. He did not mean to abuſe the Gen— 
tlemen, who had received theſe honours, but it 


could not eſcape the notice of the Houſe, that it 


was extraordinary they ſhould happen to be cre- 


ated jult then, and three of them out of ſuch a 
county. The Duke of Northumberland had but 


lately come into that county, and, tottering as he 
was under the load of ribbons and honours, and 
other favours of the Crown, yet he had been 
decked with one more honour. How the noble 
| Duke came by his former honours, they all knew; 


perhaps it might be gueſſed at, why he had an 


additional honour granted him at that time, W hen 


he ſaid this, he declared he meant nothing deroga- 


tory to the noble Duke; he had a very high re- 
ſpect for him; but he had thought it right to ob- 
ſerve a little upon this matter, ſince his Right 
Honourable Friend had been ridiculed, becauſe 
he could not, when Miniſter, make a ſingle Peer. 
The fact certainly was ſo. His Right Honourable 
Friend had alſo lately been ſneered at, and it had 


been ſaid, that his majorities did not encreaſe. 
He would venture to ſay, that the Houle, under 


EE . ſuch 
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tuch temptations, had evinced unexampled inte 
grity and daring diſintereſtedneſs. Had his Right 
Honourable Friend had it in his power to make 
one-half, and promiſe ſeven out of the fourteen 
Peers he had mentioned, he would have under- 
taken to have anſwered for his majorities having 
encreaied rather than decreaſed, With regard 
to the reaſon of making thel- Peers juſt then, 
he conceived it not to have been ſo much, be— 
cauſe the perſons ſo to be honoured were 
wanted to do the buſineſs in the. Houſe of 
Lords, but becauſe there were others wanted 

to do buſineſs in the Houſe of Commons. Mr. 
Rigby ſaid, the adviſing his Majeſty to dil- 
miſs his Miniſters about Chriſtmas was always a 
raſh and fooliſh thing; but having done fo, the 
preſent Miniſters ſhould have completed the buſi- 
neſs. They ſhould have inftantly diſſolved the 
| preſent Parliament. That would-have been acting 
rightly and. wiſely ; not that he mean to ſpeak 
incoaliſtently with his former opinion againlt a diſ- 
ſolution. All he weant now was, that a mealure 
which he by no means approved, could only have 
been rendered of any efictt oy being immediately 
followed up by another meaſure, which he 
| likewiſe, abſtractrdly confidered, deemed equally 
raſh and improper, He declared that he had voted 
p | _ Tor 


3 
tor Mr. Fox's India Bill, becauſe he thought upon 
the Whole the Bill a good one. There were parts 
of it undoubtedly, which wanted, and which he 
was pretty certain would now receive the neceſſary 


improvement. Mr. Pitt's Bill, he ſaid, he would 


call by no nick- name; he would apply no watch- 
word of a party to it; he would barely ſay it did 
not appear to him to have been any thing like 
ellectual, or equal to the real neceſſity of the caſe. 
He reminded Mr. Pitt, that the Houſe were con- 


tent to look at his Bill once only to enable them 


to condemn it, and that they found it iuſufficient 
even at the firſt glance, and did not think it no- 
ceſſary to ſend it to a Committee. Having ſup- 


ported Mr. Fox's Bill, Mr. Rigby ſaid, he felt 


himſelf bound to ſupport its author. Mr. Rigby 


declared, with regard to the Patronage the Bill 


gave, he had at any time rather truſt a large 
influence, broad and oſtenſible, in the hands of a 
Miniſter properly reſponſible, than the ſmalleſt 
portion of an influence, ſecret in its nature, in 
any hands whatever. Before he {at do vn, Mr. 
Rigby ſaid, however warmly he might have deli- 


vered himſelf, he hoped he had not ſpoken offen- 
fively ; he was ſure he had no intention to have 


ſpoken offenſively. He added, that he ſhould 
vote for the motion. 8 
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Sir William Dolben ſaid, he would take v 
but little of the time of the Houſe. He re ally 
t] ought a grave aſſembly, like that, could not 


\s 
5 


vote two reſolutions. implying cenſure on one 


of their own Members, without either charge 


or accuſation, Sir William ſpoke of the meet. 


ing at the St. Alban' s, and praiſed their pro- 


cecdings. He alſo complimented the Chancel- 


lor of the Exchequer highly, and faid, he ſaw 


no occalion whatever for tae Right Hon. Gent! le- 


man to reſign. 


Th C * RP 


fur General. 


The Solicitor © General made a very long and 
animated ſpecch acainil the motion. Mr. Arden 


= began by a retort on Mr. Rigby, for having 


boaſted of the extraordinary purity and integrity 


: of the Houſe, and yet in the ſame ſpeech ſaid, 


that if the Right Honourable Gentleman oppolite 


to him, had been allowed to promile ſeven Peer- 


ages, his majorities would have encrealed. Al- 


ter this Nr, Arden proceeded to reaſon on the 


' indecent mode in which the Houſe were defrous 
ol ſending up their reſolutions to the Throne, 


and npon the ungrounded nature of the reſolu— 


ions themſelves. lie ſaid the Houſe might 


certainly vote what they pleaſed, but il they 


voted luch relolutions, he ſhould not wonder 


to ſee them voting, as the Houſe had done in 


the ume of Charles the Second, that all who 


adviſed 
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adeiſed bis Majeſty to prorogue the Parliament, 
were penſioners of France. Mr, Arden aid, 
before he fat down, he ſhould move an amend- 


ment, in order to let the world know what 


it was the Houſe did mean by the reſolutions which 
they ont to the foot of the Throne. Mr. Arden 
urged the folly of comparing the honour of 


the Houſe to the private honour of individuals, 


and laying down rules for it, drawn from that 


idle and abſurd code of practical but unwritten 


laws, underſtood under the name of the laws of 


honour. He tated how ridiculous it was to raiſe 
up punctilios where there was much public buſi- 
neſs to do, which ought to be done in another 


way. He moſt ably called upon Gentlemen to 


prove any one real ground on which his Majeſty's 


preſent Miniſters deen to be treated in the 
manner in which the motion went to treat them. 
Ile called upon the Houle allo to prove, that 
they even came in upon ſecret. influence, or 
upon any uncenflitutional grounds. Ke rea- 
toned the whole of the caſe relative to the inſlu- 
ence that had been ſuppoſed to be exerciſed, 
and ſaid, it amounted to no more than that an in- 
dividual nobleman having collected the royal ideas 
on a Bill, which the Sovereign had doubtleſs heard 
deſcribed to be the ſort of Bill it really was, had 
communicated thole ideas to certain Peers, 
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Members of another aſſembly. He declared his 
fatisfaQion that the Bill bad been thrown out 
at any rate, and ſaid, he hoped it would experi- 
ence a ſimilar fate, if introduced a ſecond time, 
He directed a great part of his argument againſt 
Mr. Fox, and charged that Gentleman with wiſh- 
ing to diſgrace the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He faid, his Right Honourable Friend flood 
high in the confidence of the people, and he 
wiſhed a vote had been propoſed by the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman oppolite to him, for a halter 
to be put round his Honourable Friend's neck, 
and for the Right Honourable Gentleman to 
drag him with it through the ſtreets of Lon- 
don. Such a vote might juſt as well paſs as the 
| preſent, and if it had, and the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſhould venture to fulfill the condition, he 
would oon be convinc ed, which of them polleſſed 
the confidence of the people, and about whoſe 
neck the halter would be preſently found. He ar- 
gued upon the conduct of Mr. Powys, which he 
declared to be moſt extraordinary ; and by way 
of ridiculing the motion, and, as he ſaid, inducing 
Mr. Powys to vote wih him, he m: ved, to add 
to the motion, by way. of amendment, words to 
this effect: Although, during a long exami- 
vs.” nation in the State of the Nation, no charge 


$4 has been brought forward againſt the preſent 
; © Miniſters, 


( 2% J 
_ & Miniſters, notwithſtanding that they have re- 
« peatedly called for the fame,” 
Mr. Arden was extremely warm and animated, 
His ſpeech was a very able one. In the courſe 
of it he charged Mr. Sheridan with having ap- 
plied a molt rude and indecent word to Mr, Pitt 
in a former debate. He ſaid, he would not re- 
peat the word in queſt: N11, but 1t was in that de- | 
| bate in which a celebrated and extr aordinary: 
orator had compared his Right Honourable Friend 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) to the Duke of 
Bu ckingham in Charles the I ult's time. 


Mr. Sheridan roſe immediate ly to exculpate hn. sheu- 


da! 1. 


himſelf, and declared, he never intended to ule 
any expreſſion per ſonally rude and invidious to 

the Right Honourable Gentleman ; and he beg- 

ged the learned Gentleman would repeat the 
phraſe, as he never uttered any thing which he 

was either afraid or aſhamed io hear repeated. 

The Solicitor General declined the challenge. 

Mr. Sheridan then ſaid | he ſuppoſed the learned 1 Oe Serie 
Gentleman alluded to bis having declared in a | 
forme debate, that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
having come into place ſo unconſtituti, al as he 
had done, was to be regarded as the creature of 
Influence, and the Minion of a Hing, rather than 
tae Minifer of the People. Mr. Sherida ho! juſtified 
the expreſſion, as neither indecent no er unparlia- 
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As ſoon as the Speaker had read the amendment 
from the Chair, Mr. Powys roſe to anſwer ſome 
things that had been ſaid in the former Debate 
rclative to him. With regard to his Right Hon. 


Friend, Mr. Powys declared he had no ſcruple 
to pronounce him the ſirſt political character in 


this country, but he muſt nevertheleſs lay, that 


he was not greater than the Conltitution. That 
Houle had votcd that he ought not to remain in 


place, and the Conſlitution required that he ſhould 
? comply with the relolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Mr. Powys added, that his Right Hon. 
Friend had hard meaſures dealt out to him, but 

he could not help it, The Houſe of Commons 
muſt judge for elf, Mr. Powys then took no- 


tice of ſomet!l hing that Mr. Banks had ſaid, and 


declared, that if any perſon. would yet move to 
reſcind the KReſolutions, he would go as far as any 


en wan in that Houle i in ſupport of luch 4 


Manz 


motion. 


Mr. Banks ſaid a few words i in explanation. 


Mr. Mers/icld then made a ſhort reply to the 


Solicitor General, whoſe. doctrines relative to the 


Royal ideas On the India Bill, he reprobated as 


unconſtitutional. 


Mr. Aubrey ſpoke againll, and Mr. i. 17 Hart- = I 


| ley for the motion. 


At length the Queſtion was taken on the 


Amendment. and carried in che negative. The 


main 


„ 


main Queſlion was then put, and the Houſe di- 


vided, 
_ Ayes, —— — 211 
Noes — — 187 
Majority, 24 


The Houſe roſe at ELEVEN, and adiourned 


till the next day. 
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